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THRSE PERILS OF WOMAN. 



PERIL FIRST. 



CIRCLE FIFTH. 

^^ H:ow do you affect this young gentle- 
man, now that you have been long acquaint* 
ed \nth him, daughter ?"* said Mrs BeU: 
** for I perceive that you are likely to have 
bolii him and these immense propeorties in 
your offer." 

** Nay, how do you affect him, dear mo- 
ther ? You know I wont be either court- 

^ VOL. II. A 
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^ THE ^HKBE/^PKKILS 

%d¥ Al^^y given' ye^w ioonseot iomy, m^ 
ding with your gallant nephew— Kimyv ymi^ 
fiSfeii ^m&m bitii ? AMi Jidw xan yotr, |n 
cotisdence, pro|M)se another «natdir w)^ 
'that understanding remains in force?" 

^< I will take the rei^onsibiUty of thai on 
mysblf, daughter. He is a man to be used 
by us, not iVe hy him. In the mean time, 
I waiit to know seriously how matterslstand 
between yoii arid this Squire iVi *Ion ; fyr, 
during your fit, jou raved of him without 

Uiil6rmission, and in a strain bf vdbemence 
that afefidst firightebed me.- \ '• 

' ^ ^'Oh bie ! did I dpeak of him when I was 

^a^t? ''Bi^t I^id lidt know what I saidthien, 

'idydtan^^not'toindthat'* * ; 

r^^'^Bfiil'^biiAvdi'e going to idtew me alet- 

W*om Mifi; %Ui^ you ^^ u 

u(i#«)'0|l :d})- indeed !^<--ISr^ from Jnim U^l 

' WiiverMu letter flrotti him/' ^ u, 

- )^<f fj faiow, 0alty,^th^t Jaggs brought 

yi6i^'twolettef6,^aM4lbt^^we'^^^ 

agitated^ jrou so tam^ ibdt^iit threw ywl m* 
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«D B^'SMtit. And, mer^var^ you wer^ go- 
itif nto ^hdw me that letter, when the un- 
opened one from Mrs Johnson {N^ped into 
fiitir h^nd." 

I •• Surely I had a letteri"* sjad Gatty, 

ti^mhling, and fumhling about her pocket 

and clothes. '^ Surely I had a letter; but 

little contents of it are like a dream to ine. 

bNo» the thing is impossible !— -Did Jaggs 

say that he gave me two letters ?" 

' ^ He did, lie did. Where is the letter that 
inftde you scream out, and fmnt in ike read- 
ing?" 

^^ Surely I had "a letter ; but it is gOM if 

I had," said Gatty. " If I had another let* 

ter, itwas firom cmisiti Cherry, and Ir^m the 

most unfortunate and miserable b^})^'t)i«t 

has life. But I cannot believe it I have 

^no other letter ; and must have had a strange 

dream about one when I was in a tranc:^. 

iiS%e had a singular dream about a precipice 

of glass, the name of which was Love ; but 

lit wn»Hot that that was in my head ; for, 

Mrtttnkt idyeamed thm Cherry JMot was 

ft Imde* and that I was to l)e bridesmaid. 
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4f THE Xiiiti&» l^RILS 

md. piU lies gkvct askd mik mth her tior 
churcsku — AxG you wre I iieeeivod another 
fetter by lie post^ tcniay ?'' 

^^ Quite certain, child. Call the boy^ 1m 
}(/i\k:iuiotax fOXkas he did vie.** 
: 'VNo, I dar^ not ask him^-^WMt tiinc* 
Qfcli^dayisit?" 

. *^ It is dinwr tiine. We, sb^l h^e a 
walk m the aftetnooa," 

'' The letjk^ri m4U ipipt y?t be put into t^ 
ffi9ll^9ffice:at ]S4iBburgh.. 0\ what a 4Ka- 
1^ itioie !m))$t i^l^p^ be^re they rea«h tbiifr! 
— Briug me my Bible, and suffer me to lie 
t^w«i; {;avi npt very well* ; Coujd I but 
tiarn mj mind to aiiy thing ibuft th^at I— t 
Good ^leavens !.af>be tbipg be possible^ 
^1^ a proud, pre.cipita.t^ and wsetched focA 
I haivf beep ! Bi(t 1 4^ha}l be tbe si}ffere^ 
and p^ is but justice that X should; I wiU 
g9 9jid lie dowii, i har^. oft^ 4;9.^e;p ^W; 
bedof Ute.'^ . . 

*' Chil4» J^our bebjtyipur^ and the ^^ 
of your distre(^«,ar^ myatariosi. to me; w4>. 
between a mother fud of^y .d}U}gbtar^ sft?^. . 
things should not hew" 
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i«' it#tll tttWdMto ligfal fitneeJiMgh, 
dwMst {Mrdieir; all titne enoiigli, hothlbt 
dieeatid'me. latnaioferefaaiLt, whose t^en^ 
tne k bII ipoi erne afiip; and, when the gal- 
Vut vessel is cbme m<iiki sight ^ifiUlj^^ 
the xiidieflt freij^t that eye evcv gnSBSt^ I 
fcnirar ^f Jcme shod ti&at must pi^ote iSfti^) to 
sSlirasf splm^i'ho^^ a? promise ef 

mams^ faehsolteiiixni the |mrt dfa gentle- 
Miii?V • . ; '^ . •' •■• ^' -^ ., 
; :^^ Ne^ lie; eit the part' of a real gentk^ 
isftB it eaimdt. Have no fears bboat tiiflt^ 

' ^ Then faseireU^ mother ! : 1 am gmng td 
sl6ep; and would td heaven that I never Eft^ 
ed mjr eyea kgdin P 

Giitty threw heradf on l^ehed/and turniu 
ed her face to the wall ; and, unthoved snd 
>amriovisig as Mrs Blil-s temper was^ which 
wad Hke aH&^iHten sea» that jsmis eatmot 
titow nxnr alwKme ruffle^ she was for a tSme 
rendei^ed motionless. It was wlffl^^ trying' 
1Mf<||ne8s at the tmt drciimstatfcces of hex 
4ai^tefs eslse; hot she coi^ not» and| 
l4Wf «E^in4iterusual i%. 
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I THE^*ltfti:« fJgRILS 

to a late dinner, still in high'^^i^^piwaEd 
tfaWt ill ^cii h^rAhime&kh^ate ytd^injladdi- 
iioii been made to hii&ifdtoilj^ifi 'tte^tjpssk 
o^ttjMay; but tbe parlaiif table >^QOd:«j||^ 
feoy^a, and tbe ladieS werfe ns^t ^kim nr 
' ^ Grizzy, ye ttiucklb tmfanaiit 'be«^! 
what ^ bad ye no^ set down the diiiaei^^ 

^* Aw thought it was endless to cla]^^l9Si 
ai dinner^ till aw saw somebody tb cat[ It Aw 
nevet s^w naebody at sic a speed' ds ftwtk ; 
for it's aye Grizzy this, Bii' Grisszy tlt^^fi(fi* 
Grizzy every thing. Aw wusA Scira6b»dy 
Wd Grizzy pinned up atween tb^r'/enV* 
^^'''^** What f for a pair o' spectattles;'yfe jitdt? 
I think them that see thTOt(^'^oti'\t&^|jite 
clear een," - i ^ , , / > 

^^'^*** Jlw kens some tbat t^ad -i^ i&icht tf 
their's there, the mair sheamd tb thtfttii^ ^' 

" Come now, Grizzy, my sonsy ^fofiaa, 

ye keh I'darena encounter yoar wit; flis sae 

, liiting. But; 111 the first place, tell ittift'%feit 

ye iai^ M diiiiier ; in the second pfee*{^ll4w 

Tang #e*il'be o* getiiig Wv'iAt^^'ixi'^ Ihird 



Tang we'U be tf getang if r aiiti;wtf* tnurd 
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4bagg9s alV » hwora qpooi^i aa'J^ tjbt^^fie^pild 
ffeateii gin ye dimift bUw. it will l^ir^ jpe ; 
an' in^4be tbirdpleacei the miajtress an' the 
Wis are at the auld trade o' b^kets-ma^n\ 
Kow^aw thinks aw hae gi'en ye a& good as 

^rA" My certy^ woman, but ye hae done that.' 
Why, Grizzy, thou's a perfect razor^ an' cute 
(Ariiiftgli bane an' gristle. But, what do yov 
itiean, ye coUc^, about baskets-i?aakingj?.''y 
*^ Whoy, wha.t dcKes aw mean? Y^ k^ 
•tlwt afore anemeakes basketed he ip^n^cut 
)W*i|4j*'tabe.ibem.?^" . i I 

"•Weel?^' • . '■', 

, t^'jWedl; an^ in cuttmg tl*e w^ds^iine 
whilqfiii^utp^ a finger." .^. \ , .jj 

.a'wW^eJ,, an' what then?"., .^ . ) 
3;>; ^^^Whoy then the blood com^, aQ[ i| n^aun 
tHwlv^owed up wi' a dout.— ISai Ij^, ^? ' j^r 
vj^iOjLftaw'ftieaTn grit foclfs tpfln^p^m'^^e^^^^ 

bfi/15¥ft^l?Yf^,sa€^f %^si<»?n,wilt tnevtt 
he»pd flee frae a pair o' lips« Pray drop it. 
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1$ THi; 'f H&BE PSEILS 

lovely maid^ md kt m mind the ^ thing 
needfii'. Is Gat quite better?'* 

^' Q n^ »a 1 Ower again ; sichipg and 
fidbbiBg ^ snir It9 ever. Some &cks kykes 
jkhe bed uneo vred. But aw H^edsna tell 
fou tiiat ; ow€^ bim an' owefr him meakes a 
gnde shear, an' foeks maun fail some time." 

* That wit o' yours has carried yw quite 
up among the mist the day, Grizzy ; I dHina 
Vtf^l^tMd a viorA o' yeur meaning^'* 
, ** O^;uneo l^ykely ! An the eat rm awny 
wi' *h» ha^is-bag i"^ the time o' |h^ ^race^ 
where wmll ye be than ?— Are ye fettled yet, 
iwisl^? How's the pain i*^your midriff? 
Ha,:Iia, h^ha!" 

** That's what we get for joking wi' om? 
servants," said Daniel, grumUing, as he 
went ben the house ; *^ naething bi!^t im- 
pertinence. An I took mair o' the mistress's 
advice, I wad get mair honour." 
.! ^^ wifo jiHued him at table, and they 
hud a loQg cimsultation abo^t their da^h* 
t^!s cas^ of which Dateel oould not oom- 
pobfyid ^M it«9ik: f<^r he still asi^erted, that 
'' as lo^g^a^" 9h^ msr fr^ n»aid an' letili he 
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OQBrvaifAN* 9 

¥ad kiigU at a^ ither rtksfl( dbo«tloitq» an' 
finiiises, m' 4ii«ciA flifrf-ftu^; Ihr ftti one 

dw?^ an' tcM^i iae dfacfap;" 

CpOtiy spei^ a restless and itliliiqypy^D%lit 
and DuoniaHg. To. xtse a hoaieLjescffimmm, 
she: hy among netHes all die time\ m^ her 
moihar pereeiruig that a letterof sbnia im» 
portanee was expacted^ had got k aettlii 
Dvith her daughter that she was to he made 
acquainted with the amtenta :She saar 
nMght in Mrs Johnsosfs fbrmor leftjsrthat 
tesdcd to ai^rt hut good; attd» iresc^rad tor 
find out tjie source of hear db^gktet^'s mkital 
dwftres^ she took caixi to be poeseniboth: 
wiieil^tbe hoy was dispaidbed to the post*) 
oSaeei «ad when he returned* 
V T^a Itstters actually aniyed ; and otte ofi 
tiifem being directed to. Miss Beil,, h^ moMt 
tjifs eajlied it n^ and poreseolded it to her 
ii^' her littk bed^ainber ; for! QiAty: had; 
facmi.t!^ ear ihcee iitnes.up aasd dcmir tiiat 
nplpUtftV and at that instant redined^on^faert 
bi4 dei^ised ili her "WmAng appacel* . : 
a2 
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101 THE 4!MS&1I fi&ILS 

H&he^tiok 1^ letter ^itH a Isanlmgfcoiiiik 
im$Mei but it iMs^most %he' ^ito Hji^ 
emcff 4iat dikted <iie Idi^ly mitdlgtoilUa^ 
fbaturefi* With a tmrnbliBg^ aiid'^ilhjdk 
lumd fiiie opened tke seal^ dasi baf iciyfts:inK 
pidly from the bead to tbe bottoM^f i^tt^^ 
page, and th^i, Aitigmg it to her ka^AM»l 
she hid bet bead in the ieountevpaHe ix»*:lbi' 
ten. Tbi old Ikly read as; follaws i-^ i ni 

, . '^f.JVlY BfiAREST CflILD, : > i* 

» *Ml)id1[ not say to yoii, thai 'my hippie 
iH^ss'Was'too transceitdaDttobeettjoyed wi^ii^ 
out aHoyf? Alas ! bow ^all I expf^i^tayou 
mygtirf fl«d disappointment ! Tb& b^l^i^ 
of roy two cbildi-ete; that o« t^Meh, o&ail? 
eartMy ^hitigs, my heatt^^M the modi m%^ 
ii$ 'fi^braftgely -afrd 'fatally dbi^iac1^4^^i i^^ 
strangely, tbdt ii-^eecrts to have h^htl^^ 
niKof the Ahi^jgbty to eonnteiubt it^-^iitfdi 
t^ft«'is'ilttb^ pled of r^dolHMiKyn 0't^ 
d%5%)p6kitmeirt wbioh I have td^«pr{isithdb^ 
td^itty owti^ bean w yo«i^. * Whatidut»^«ttt 
thiihk/ tofiiwpiw^iderit^G^tty &* E*fa«^ 
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1lifi;6olt rdl^cct pof^filQ Iii8< Joyie} «bd»^att' his 

dhd^it iw^ only from a AiU otaf&rictiiwL'iofi 
yonr^sottled smd growio^ aNrfeoMi, tibakv^t 
imi ^^lai;e' reluctaatly compelled. to ial>aii*^ 
dw l&e Jbuppy prospect, in whicli Ift; bad iiVf 
dulged, of an union with you. iWoxMymi 
believe.it? I wept like a childly wlien, with? 
tears in his manly eyes, he recounted to me 
the plans of life he had^ laid o^t, \tHh you, 
and himself, and Joseph united ;:iafid to 
thiV^ how tUl^ these h^^ve h^p bj^slod^by 
a «hy ^nd maidenly mimn4^9ltafDdiwg» ich 
eM!i^h to tend the misguided hiei^ft! W^eni 
Ml snw that yoiii had: fled from his 90Qi^% 
a»^ thing, no longei? to' he boraf3,i|tfl&0;3fis. 
he h»d begun to cast about, for: h^ppaes^i 
eluiwheicr; and, taken with the una£Ssf^^ 
Mnd^Eiess and childish siinplicity of little. 
Qbrrry^fwhatdoefr he, but, in the bitt^mi^r 
ofed^piMiptmenl^^offearrh^ ^.h^rtf.^Q^ 
hit haildl which w«fe |it onw^afls^ptodvwithi 
gfritit^f/|and^itJ)0ii(lff^^ 
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WL THE TBKBB FSlilLS 

sitdiately^ and Hm poor Qfetle iitfioqpM 1n^ 
log is aUL on tiptoe expei^^Bg the wedfil^ 
dajr; so tha^ iBSteod ff my ewn darii^ 
tibe.pode and tixm& <xf Ibe Lowland Bar* 
da*, tbe smp]^ half-*witfed» fdrtn]idie8& 
C&efKy Eflkt is to be my danghter-hi^law^ 
The Tcry idea is absohikdly uisaSafable. I 
i)!^ 1dm you loved him^oved him with an 
afieetien so aideirt^ that it had Yen^tered yov^ 
Sfisroely mistress of yomr wmrds Or actiims* 
wd that you were not accoimtoUe fir 
^bem"-*— 

<' Is th& true?" said Mrs Bel^ hyin^ 
tiie.lettor on hec knee. 

Oatty was so dreadfidly aptated tfaafb 
1^ coidd not answer her. 
: ^ You hare iade«d been A siHy giil^ and 
acted the. p&tt of a foolt** oontinned she--^ 
*f Lfove, &rtime»and titles, aU saciifiesd fir 
wbat?-> 

: Sfaelifted the letter, and we»t an >~ 
, '^I told him farther^ th»t your heait 
voddhfeak ; that-^I knew it, from tlia sor-^ 

dour and wamribof your affisetion for fahn>-*- 

t 1 .... - 
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-fosi ime ia€ii|ndbie of mippot&^g life with* 
oothiiiu^*^^' I woiold m^r die Biysdf/ said 
hs^il 6ie I violated the tfiectiims of that in* 
ariitnable young htdy« But what can I do ? 
I. inndd williagty hy iami my life foe her ; 
bat my hononr k engaged, and I cannot 
lay down that' **— 

Giatty ntteiedl along and profound gxoan^ 
and th^DC; is little dkimbt it was from the 
ficarL* ^- . 

The letter wait on:—* 

•^ * Why did none of you tell me of this 
anotter? It has rendered me ivitetched for 
life ! Let me act which way I will, I. must 
ttflor he wietdEiedP — ^ Cherry is a mere 
idaythmg/ said I; ' a creatnse so light, so 
thoughtless, and so i^datile, tl^t she will 
1^ as glad to be off witk you to^y, as she 
waa In he oa with yiai tbeona pneceding.'-~ 
*. If I.tibnnght that,* said he.-^^ You may 
timk . SO' ^ith safety,': added I. * And is 
IhAJd&jid Agathsr Ben to he throws away 
^laioy ? Ah,, my dear aon^ you jnust not 
think of it! The happine^^, nay^ Uxe li&. of 
her you love, your own happiness, and that 
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IA\ THE THARBvPBflOLLS 

odifDvtt oiAf surtiviog paxevk, all li^end 
on tbia t>iie act of youxs^ and you wvlsti . 
arouse your spink to its accoinpUabm^v 
Consider that» with Cherry's lightne$BH[>f 
hearty the alteration in the arrangecaeilt can 
in nowise affiect her ; and consider the^ ii9*f 
jt^tke you would do to Cherry, weue yf ul 
to marry her while your heart is whitdly.^ 
another's. It is absdute prostitution, and 
must not be thought qV " 

Gatty turned herself twice over on the 
couch ; and, rising up on her elbow, desired^ 
her mother^ to read these sentences cnm,. 
ajpn. r 

The old lady compUed^ and: added, that 
the worthy nurse was quite right, the thog. 
was not to be thoughrt o£. .^ ^ 

ii' jQod keep me. ftom being sdfidi r<^id^ 
G^ty%. " Let me try to put mysetf in my 
corain'^ plaee^ and behave as LeouldiUmh. 
her to behave to me: but one cannot hdp/ 
heiTAheart's wishes.-^! think, mothev» I st^all 
geliilp^i I.am wearying ta be out, ta>gejti^% 
lig^^ome^w^ik.'; . , /•: ~, -' : ,.-^ ot ; loxii 

Of?/, ,.o^\f^ i\u^! iiOiX'jj(n:v'.» aiJ ff// quoi o;t 
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t)H:'J^0, tny dtar/^ ssid Mt« Bell: ^^Bui 
I '4iave only a few lixie^ to tead ;* reiniin' 
wlMfe you are tiU ycni hear the lett^ eut.'^ 

•Shewent on:— « 

'^ ' It is absolute prostitution, aud must 
not be thought of.' — When I said this, my 
dear son eyed me with a piteous look, an4 
groaning in spirit, said^ ^ Consider; my dear- 
est friend and parent, that my word of ho<> 
nour is engaged, — ^my hand is pledged to 
an amiable child of nature. Bid me do any 
thing, but do not compel me to break my^ 
word of honour. How could I address podlif ^^ 
Cherry, and tell her, that she must give 4i^' 
her claim, or that I had retracted? No, mb! 
w)idlfehed I must be ; but my kind and iweet^ 
little Cherry must not be kicked aside, and' 
left to perish as a thii^ cflf no value !'-^And 
wi1& tibat he rose and left me ; but he 1^^^ 
so^^ttich moved, that my heart bled £^ > 
hi|k • • ' I. . ■ " (0 t^f 

i fe 1 haire begged of hlneto eomo' afld^^^' 
yottijPta'^te to ymi; t* wrftis' ioiyov^iftt^i^ 
thet ; to Joseph ;-^in short, to^%tfffli^l6igJ' 
to keep up the connexion with you^ a^cl!^ 
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16^ THE THEEK F£AILS 

piostpotie libe consunmuition. cf his ari&ge- 
meats with Chetry ; but hitherto^ asi &£ aa 
I can ylige^ I have entiaeated in yaiii.^r*w 
What is to he the issue I cantiiot forean^e, 
but I dread it mil be nothing .gdod. Be 
assured, my dear Gatty, you..ha¥e.alv^^s 
(me sinciere firiBDd, wha mU nearer loae si^t 
of your intereists, or qf yoyr wronged affe^ 
tions for a moment. . 

" Yofaars ever, &c» 
... . "AaNEsM' ." , 

" WeH, child, hour do you. fiDcl now in. 
this dilemma?'' said Mrs Bell. 

^ Ar one whose h(^ is utterly lost,'^ xe^ 
pUeck her daughter^ *^ I have now done mth 
arery. thisg in ihi& worlds one only exo^t* 
ed ; and it is: time I wete^ turning my mind^ 
seri0ujjy ta that/' 

^ I think otherwise," tejoined thedaone; 
^^ but if you had asked my adviee, mattaail 
had herer come to tibia pass. Still, I foa^ 
ceivev that, with a little ooerciafn, yom^ Ipin^ ■ 
may be reclaimed. What kt Cheml^tna Wi^^ 
tbt, that ske should be suffered to devange 
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ibe aflbirs of her bettord ? A toy ! that we 
sent, at our own expense, to get a little edu- 
cation, and he a sort of a eompanion^ or ra« 
ther an ufper waithig-niaid to attend to 
you : and she to set up her baby-face to be 
an olistacle to the desires of so many people 
of quality I I will tell yon what I think 
dionld be done with her. . Sh^ should be 
wcfl skefjt^ed with a pair of good taws^ biimt 
esL the tipsr and sent home to her crsixf 
mother. I'll write Mrs Johnson without 
iidiaj,^ &ad GsAei her to do so:— to yerk 
liie JIngcrs of the urchis:. till, the bkod fol* 
hms the operation, and then to send her 
home with the carrier. Yes, Wl tell her to 
assid her home with the carrier. ' ^i$^ set 
Uf^tobe a brid^and unite the titles of M'^^ 
ai»£ Bbroland ia onier, forsooth f I wish I 
bfliA the taws in my own h&nd, or a good 
duckix^ of the monkey befoiie her lover." 

^ ^ Cease» deiar mother,'' said Gatty,.^* and 
d^Mrt irritate me against my cousin. I 
^B&^ &Ti hs»rdly refrain from hating her, 
s»M;it is neither my duty nwr my right to 
dtf ^0.** Yet i cannot say she is Wamdess, 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



tt TH£ wammm Piuii^ 



far it WMdi0-4i]»xtiUtBfliTOtiiQmy 1^ 
gnazdcd tsKptemime^ whkh ptowk^ liim. 
flo mxuh — iinaagg that I ottered whrn^Xf 
haidly knew what I sud. You harei^ 
fiwiid out the latent cause of all my inpf^ 
aktfncJCT aad dkocdeBS. I haw hehar¥^ 
worae than a diild, and it is hot justify. !• 
dMNdd be the snfecer. WdL CheiT]^4^ 
Ihehiqppyg^l! vfaat would I^Teihisa^i^ 
to he the poor little friendless £fftanflf«& 
Cheney r 

^ How can yon ny so^ dao^ter? siKhrit 
wish diews the meanncgB of your spirit, t 
declaie that little cob— I have no patienffp 
witbherr 

At this part of the ooDoqny they heai^ 
Danid's fiNit eooung thinnping iqp tiho stay; 
wnd^iMtNidy he was with them. ""What^ 
En:1iedagain^daQg|iter?»8aidhe. ^I^Bsb 
yoQ had » good coropanien to koepyoa coiqh 
piiqrin.it9 sinceyoulikeit saeweeL Bait 
aha, lasab yeVe no sae fiur fivnet as sontcr:^ 
yoarneighboiiia that yon Kttlo think e£ I 
ki^hanw news for ye the day. Hear ^ 
ktteras I hae9itten.)-«^^l|ir:: vm 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



.ij. /^pDearbst U*i3iiii''-^Heiirj! m fv•^ 
if.fi f ^ote td my ootum the other htf^nA 
Expected a letter back with the post-caarriei^ 
6tlt it is not eome, and I therefore address 
Myself to yon to let you know, that I amto.h^ 
itaamed as soon as I get your oounteilainM, 
&nd my aunf 8» and my cousin's consent to at* 
tend me< But O^ dear unde» yoa Mxex 
heard such news as I have to teU you*. That 
M^It>n, you know, who persecuted cdusin so 
much with his love, that he made htf fl^ 
the town, finding that he could not get her,, 
has made love to me ; and I onoe thought 
tif staying tiU I took your adviee; but you 
know I was an orphan, and unprovided, aad 
Ttsould not find in my beart to refuse hitn ; 
so I took him at his word. Now, I wiit 
bat on my cousin oomkig in to he my faort 
maid, for I cannot do without her, $oaBbitl 
thow she wili enjoy my gbod fottane.ao 
Mnidi! And my aunt must also Gomarili, 
and gouiitenanee me, and help ito tojbrtiy 
by WeAdkig*-tfaings;'for then^I nutfibnow 
^fte'ibove them In^ the 'wwld, mA^Isob^ 
my ebslAtkkiA^ iUrM||<9^ll tkey>ni m\me 
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me «9 -yetr asd I wish to pay them dl '^0 
attention I cam as ]oa^ as; I hkr^ itii itff 

AH the time that Zhtmd had beeh:ielid> 
tBg, hsadateelc0pt;makiBg^ a dndkiog soxind 
with her tongiie by way of derisiod. ! B«t 
at this part she h»t aE patibnoei r^iif^ 
matehiii^ at the leUsr, ^ tare a pkcef oat 
o£it; but he wheeled about with his sboid^t 
der to faecaad kept his hold. ^'Theebtt! 
the baby! the impertinent little cab !'' ex^ 
^iined she. ^ Heard a&y person ever the 
Wte df that ? Give me the »;rawl, 'Mr Bell4 
I say, gire me idiat provolung IzateM 
aaawL" 

^^ What to do wi^t, mistress ?'' said Da* 
nvA, turning still roimd as die adviknGed on 
hink '' Stay till I read it <mt, and then light 
your pipe wi% fia aught I care. What aik 
ye at our poor fatheriiess niece's bit wedding 
let9ter,diat it pits ye in siea humstruniperf ? 
Esrarjrane for her ain hand> and Cherry 
EUiot fin hers." He went on with the let' 



>< Biti^ dear uiide» as I said,, you never' 
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tBy }mtio&td hn&egiMm and hiisbtiicr'*«iM 
'' I say^give me the letter, Mr Bell, ihA 

I may iup it to pifiods aad bum it." 
*^ Pray do, dear fathei^ Ulm it before yon 

read fajrtber.*' 

Daniel .tnnied Ub shoulder to tb^n and 

Wfpt DB.— 

'' M'I<»i, wbo is my betrothed bade* 
ippoom and hn^bymd^ Mrs JdbBsonls mm-^ 
I|er own jeetimate son ? And he is tuni!- 
iii^ out to bo a lord^ and a baron, and a 
knight, and a double ehie^ and has all the 
laipid in the place they call the Highlands. 
And I am to be his lady, the right hoMtti^ 
able Xiady M^-~«**. Cherry Ellk)t, the poor 
m\^qvfs daii^ter at Oattonside, is to be the 
ril^t honourable JLady M * ■ ■ - ; and is not; 
tlj^t wry extra<?«dfeary, uncle ?'r 

^' Uj^pn my wcpd it is; niece," said Daaiel» 
imtermptitig l^ms^. ^^ And I cwnot say 
bvft I rejoice in it as much as if ihe &xUme 
had faJSento our own family/' 

'^ Now, nnde, you must send in my aimt 
ai}^;^f(yisin tome dkectly>r&r I eann^t en- 
joy my fortune without mixing my joy with 
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Joseph miistj dome and wear tbe iibl^«) 
and they shall be/knotted with peaoc^o^sy^i^. 
vcr and gold. Think not of the expend 
by: the way, for I will pay all the eixpeiw^i 
I hare whdb banks at my eommand. Mf 
lorer has given me an order on the k]|ig> 
bank here fcft a thousand pounds^ and I ha^e 
Mfibed tMtty shillings of it already. The 
king's great banker smiled as he gave meit| 
and said, ' Was I not feared I would soon get 
throtigh my fortune if I drew such sums#t 
a time ?' I suppose these men are like i^ 
others, they do not like to part with mo&ey; 
but 1*11 astonish hiln someday, for Til draw 
double the sum, though I should make him 
bormwTit. r Indeed, you know better about 
these things, but I wish my lovefs money 
toa(32^nlte «afe ^ough, for I think the man 
J>adjto go into another room and borrow ^p 
:ofpndy tiiat he gave me. 
f ! ." Now> I again^el^u-ge you, unole^ ^t 
fyou i^orust not negli^t lae. And if yop ^^^ 
liut getdSroiA jTour .ti^s,!my/WPV^4 mi- 
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lRtt^cMitx«tt>ii^l«rtf«w; ftir liliey watt 
toik ^Mi»arfcfMcru>it3m Imi^^ Ike 
fiHttlyf ^v)diih; I ft&sure yoo, I enjoy as modi 
ik^fowt' sEOconiitd, ^ho weite alwap higb* 
iM&kig peo|yle5 tis my own^ and I know my 
dti» aunt will enjoy the honour very mnch; 
1^ may tell her^ that when I am married I 
im to Hde with my husband in one coach^ and 
Ottf servants are to ride behind ub in another 
eoach, so that my very servants will be above 
Ker. So I hope she will think well of her 
Mfectionate niece, for bringing so much re-* 
ipeet and riches to her house. I am very^ 
vl^'happy, uncle, but I cannot enjoy it with* 
ouVthe company of yourself and the whok 
d^r family. ' 

" Your' affectionate niece^ • f j 

*" " Chebubina Elliot;" J 

' Daniel took off his spectacles and Ibokeil 
}Ab ^t)Ouse fun in the face. Th^e w^s ndL 
thing to be seen there but gloom, mid rage, 
^Hik dycfpair/ The equanimity of her cold 
jlSB,^ttmper seemed to be ruffled^ as Ihmd 
BM im^ ieen ftrbe&re, and tbe^ Erst thing 
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to iriiidli tfait imiatkfft impelled her was to 
anateh the later fitom hin^aod to tear and 
il^rifnMp it to pifioesy far fire there vras nooHfc 
intherooiiL "^ Och ! whsfs ^ matter?'^ 
said I^anidyiiiUniig his heard with the oBe 
handy and ffwiog has eordmoy breeches a 
hitch up with the othcE. ^ I caana under- 
stand this ! Coiner nustresi^ y«m and Gat» 
ye se^ mann make ready for yoor jouraey 
directly*'' 

''MustI,mdeed»MrBeU! Andifldb 
go» it shall he to whip the nrdim withapair 
d lea&era taws^ and send her home to hot 
daft mother yammermg and Unbbering like 
a tmant school-gill as she is. jSl^almdel 
a light honourable ! and ride in her coadi^ 
and her servants sisove me ! The maggot ! 
The mite of a Gattonade dieese! How Til 
yerk her and yether her ! fi>r the house she 
lives in is my own !" 

'' Hottt r said Darnel, <' diat will never 
do. Abrid^yekaHpsheis. IfnouedTyou 
ivill go and eountenaBce miy little Cherryy 
m gang myseL** 

^ Mr Bdl, are you not a AjoAtq/i^' 
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DM you ever see farther in your life than 
the tail of a tup?" 

** Ay, by my certy, have I, mistress ! 
Shew me the man that will measure ane 
better wi* his ee ftae the bob o* the tail to 
the tip of the nose, an' a* at ae look too 1*^ • 

" But, for all that, Mr Bell, you do riot 
see that this minx. Cherry, has undermined 
you and me, and aH of us ; and filched the 
fortune and lire titles that of right should 
have been our daughter's.** 

"I dinna see that at a'i mistress; that 
depends entirely on the man's fency that 
the fortune an' titles bielang to. I say 
again, as Tammy Laidlaw, said 0' the toop, 
* Tammy,' said I, * ye hae gotten fairly the 
better in that cut, ye maun gie me up that 
good toop again.' * Na, na, friend,' says 
he, * I w^nt to tak the advantage o' nae 
man alive ; but when 1 get the advantage 
fairly an' honestly, d*^n me but I'll keep 
it !' So say I of my poor friendless niece J 
sinee the gentleman has thought proper to 
slight our saucy miss, an' bestow a' that 
greiittfess on her cousin, I canna see how 

VOL. II. B 
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she is to blame in accepting o% It's never 
lost that a friend gets.** 

** That has been your mode all your life, 
Mr Bell, else you might have been the rich- 
est commoner on the Border — to slubber 
every thing over that related to your own 
interest, above a tup, and a dose of whisky 
toddy." 

Daniel set up his hat behind, put both 
his hands into his waistcoat pockets, and, sei- 
zing the waist-band of his breeches through 
them, he went out of the room whistling, 
" When the sheep were in the fauld," very 
loud. But his spouse .had not done with 
him* She seized him by the angle of the 
arm, and in a soothing manner besought 
him to stay, and she woultl let him see the 
matter in a new light. He complied, and 
she read him Mrs Johnson's last letter, 
making many sapient remarks on every sen- 
tence. Daniel listened with great atten- 
tion ; and when he found that his daughter 
really was the best beloved, and that the 
breaking oflF of this grand match had origi- 
nated in some misconception, he gave a great 
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gramph ; inade his eyes reel round all the 
ceiling of the little chamber ; took a quid 
of tobaQco, and spit furiously on the carpet. 
** Ml: Bell, that is perfectly intolerable," 
said his spouse. 

" Weel, gang on, mistress. Never mind»" 
said Daniel, and thrust his hands into his 
waistcoat-pockets. When she had conclu« 
ded, he gave another grunt, and added, ^' It's 
rather a hard case this, mistress ; but I think 
I could manage it an it warna ae thing. 
What is to become o' poor Cherry, wi' a* 
her wedding braws, an' her order on the 
Royal Bank? Confound it, it will nev^ 
do. Things maun just take their course." 

" Cherry !" exclaimed the dame; ** let her 
be whipped for her presumption, say I." 

" Na, na, mistress," cried Daniel, *^ nane 
of your sklatching in a case of this kind. 
The waur you guide her, the mair is he bound 
in honour to protect her. I hae another 
scheme than that, which, I think, canna 
miss. I wonder gin this M^Ion kens ougtt 
at a' about the value of a breed of toops ? 
Na^ na, mistress^ ye needna gape an' glowr 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



28 THE THREE PERILS 

an' baud up your hands. The doubling or 
tripling of a Highland gentleman's yearly 
income is nae flee to be casten to the wa' I 
111 take in hand to do it, or my name is not 
Daniel Bell ;" and with that he pulled his 
tight hand from his vest pocket, heaved it 
above his head as he spoke, spit out his quid 
of tobsicco altogether, and came a knock on 
the little dressing-table that frightened all 
the crows from about the mansion, fot they 
thought it was the shot of a gun. " An' 
mair than that, mistress, I'll settle a bit 
handsome portion on my niece, that she may 
not miss a venture awthegither ; an^ wha 
is it that says that's no a mair feasible ap- 
plication to a disappointed bride than a pair 
o' taws burnt hard at the ends ?" Then in 
the pride and plenitude of his wisdom, Da- 
niel gave the table another blow ; made his 
eyes goggle once more round the ceiling, 
and put his hand again into his waistcoat- 
pocket. His wife reasoned long and dear- 
ly on the subject, but Daniel lieard nothing 
of what she said, so full was his head of his 
own grand projects, and; victory ; for after 
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she had spoken a very reasonable time^ all the 
answer he made was,—** D — d nonsense 
thae taws ! The toops an* tocher for me." 
With that he departed out of the room^ 
dooning, as he went, ** Ca* the ewes to 
the knowes;"" for all Daniel's songs and 
tunes were those of. a pastoral descsciptiray 
but of those he had a goodly share, such as 
they were. 

" Now, rise and take your walk, daugh- 
ter^ and let us digest what next is to be 
done," said Mrs Bell. ** For as to your 
f^her, he will scheme and contrive ; and 
then go whistling his tune, and. admiring 
his tups, without moving a jot farther in 
die business." 

** I cannot enter into any farther scheme," 
said Gatty, ** nor can. I rise to-day. I hope 
I shall never rise from this bed again." 

" There is little fear of that," said her 
mother. ** I am happy you take it so re- 
si^edly, without these violent fainting- 
fits." 

** Th^je are all ovar now/' said Gatty. 
** I am resigned to my fate. I will do no- 
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thing against my poor cousin ; for it is I 
who deserve to suffer^ and not she. My 
hope is lost, — ^utterly lost; and with this 
plain assurance before my eyes, my heart is 
broken. I give up all the maddening va*- 
nities of this world ; — a first love, with all 
its pains and jealousies. And now, dearest 
mother, if you would give me heart's-ease, 
speak to me of the world that is yet to 
come.* 

Mrs Bell was not very good at that. 
She commended religion, but she had not 
^ much to say anent it, being better at vend* 
ing long abstract rules of prudence and eco- 
nomy. She, therefore, tried first to jest 
ofi^ her daughter *s hopeless despair, and af- 
terwards to reason it off, but without pro- 
ducing the least effect. The victim of love 
remained sunk in apathy, and declared that 
she would never rise from that bed. *^ Since 
I cannot have him with honour," said she, 
** I give him up ; and if you knew how I have 
loved, you might then have some idea of 
the pangs I suffer in rending his image from 
my bosom. Oh, could I but this day repent 
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as heartily of my sins^ as I da of my beha* 
viour to him ! but to do that of myself is 
impossible ; all other feelings melt before 
the intensity of that regret, which vmngs 
and gnaws this poor heart without inter- 
mission. All that I now have to beg of 
you, mother, is, that you will not torment 
me farther by speaking of that which can 
only give me pain, or by meddling any far- 
ther with it ; for, as the case now stands, no 
intermeddling can bring it to good." 

Mrs Bell walked about the house in her 
usual stately and sailing way, giving orders 
about this and that ; yet her heart was far 
from being at ease about her daughter, who 
was going to give up love, fortxme, and ho- 
nours, at one throw. But that was not the 
worst ; for she felt that her skin was be- 
come moist and warm, and her pulse fallen 
into a quick, fluttering, and intermittent 
motion, and these were symptoms that agreed 
too well with her daughter's asseverations. 
When all the rest retired to sleep, there- 
fore, the careful matron sat up, and wrote a 
long letter to Mrs Johnson^ visiting her 
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daughter's couch at regular intervals, but 
saying nothing of what she had been unit- 
ing. She neither, however, ordered Mrs 
Johnson to whip Cherry, nor to send her 
home with the carrier ; but she stated to her. 
her darling's case, and the effect that the 
news of her lover's marriage had made on 
her health, copying her own words, that her 
heart was broken, and that she would never 
again lift her head from that couch, from 
the day he was wedded to another* She 
then adverted to the great joy and happi- 
ness that such a connexion with her, (Mrs 
Johnson,) would confer on them all, and 
conjured her, as she valued all: their well* 
beings both in this world and the next» 
to urge her utmost influence in breakings 
off the one match, and furthering the other. 
No pains were to be spared. No stone left 
unturned. No fortune refused to Cherry 
that she or her crazy mother thought pro- 
per to ask. The letter is too long and for^ 
mal tobe copied, but that was the substance 
of it. 
Alas for poor little Cherry ! Who wiH 
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not pity her, with such power and influence 
against her, and no one on her side ? Had 
her lover's heart been fixed, she would then 
have heen safe, but unluckily that had 
been early devoted to another. Ah love ! 
Into what mazes of grief dost thou lead 
lovely woman, without whose angelic form 
and eye thou thyself had'st never had a 
name, nor beauty a term whereby to distin- 
guish it ! 

The next post brought the following let- 
ter to Mrs Bell.— 

" My dear Friend and Benefactress, 
** I needed not your letter to put me on 
the alert in frustrating this unlucky affair, 
and in promoting the alliance between my 
brave, my matchless son, and your daugh- 
ter, for my heart was as mudi set on it be^ 
fore as it was possible to be. I have fought 
a hard battle for you, and I think I have 
prevailed ; but it has been a heart-breaking 
business, and I shall hardly forgive myself 
for the part I have acted, as long as I fiye. 
I must give you the particulars, and then 
B 2 
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you may judge of the event.— In the first 
place, I entreated, I conjured my son, as he 
valued his peace of mind, not to throw away 
his first love ; assuring him, that her pre- 
cious life was at stake. It was impossible 
for man to be in a more miserable situation 
than he was, between his engagement to sim- 
ple and unsuspecting iimocence on the one 
hand, and strongly rooted affection on the 
other, and my heart pitied him ; neverthe- 
less, I pressed him without forbearance to the 
coursel judged the mostproper. In themeaa 
time. Cherry was never from his side ; and 
such looks of gratitude and affection I never 
saw cast from one human being to another. 
Her eye watched his continually; and when 
his chanced to turn on her, she neither 
blushed nor looked down, but met his glance 
with a smile so full of love, joy, and bene- 
volence, that it pierced my soul with sorrow 
to think of the critical verge on which she 
stood. I knew that my son was incapable of 
mentioninga separation to her, perhaps even 
of giving assent to it ; and, therefore, as a 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



OF WOMAN. 85 

last resource I resolyed to take the hard 
task on myself. 

•' * Well, Cheny,' said I, ' so it seems 
you purpose becoming my danghter-in«law 
one of tiiese days ? Why did yon never in- 
form me of this ?' 

'' She answered with great readiness, and 
as much propriety, ^ Because, you know, I 
thought that did not belong to me. I in- 
formed my own mother and near relations, 
and left Mr M'lon to inform his or not as 
he liked.' 

" * But, dear Cherry,' said I, * do you 
really presume to become a lady of quality, 
and act a part among the first nobility of 
the land?' 

^ ' It is no presumption of mine,' return- 
ed she very readily. ^ The plan and the 
I»r0posal came from one whom I thought a 
better judge of gentility than either you or 
me/ 

^' This poignant answer gave me rather a 
better edge for proceeding, and I said, ^ My 
dear Cherry, I am sorry to inform you that 
you can never be my son's bride. I am per- 
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fectly sincere ; the thing is impossible;' If 
you had seen how she looked in my face. 1 
What amazement was in that look, mix- 
ed with a little o£fended pride ! Still her 
answer.was not wanting. ^ It may be so/ 
said she ; * but I will take nobody's wordi 
for that but his own.' 

" * You may take my word for it, dear. 
Cherry,' said I ; ^ I know that it would 
be madness ia me to tell you aught but the 
truth in this, which is, that his heart was^ 
betrothed to another, and it was only in the 
chagrin of imaginary disappointment that 
he made a rash offer of his hand to you» 
which was. accepted ere ever he had time ta 
reflect on the consequences.' 

** The colour then began to part from her 
lips, and her cheek grew pale. * I knew 
so much before,' said she ; ' for he was too 
candid not to tell me that he had loved 
another better. But I thought that was 
all over ; and it was to please him that I 
took him at his offer. Whenever he likes 
to cast me off^ to oblige him 111 submit to 
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it cheerfiilly, but only on the conSitiM that 
he is to let me love him all my days.' 

" How glad was I that my son did not 
hear these words ! If he had, the whole 
world would not hare made him cast o£f 
Cherry. But I am cruel. My heart is 
ad^unanty when set on obtaining a desirable 
purpose, else I never could have stood this* 
I could not speak, but I took her little hand 
and kissed it ^ Ah ! I see you are going 
to relent and let me keep him/ said she, 
with a pathos that is inexpressible, save 
from lips so simple. 

" • The thing is utterly impossible,' said 
L ' His heart is otherwise engaged ; and 
it would be the most fii^rant injustice to 
you, were he to give you his hand, while his 
heart is devoted to another.' 

'^ * I will take my dbance of that,' said 
Ae. ' His heart can never be any thing 
but kind to me. Who can it be that he 
loves so much better than me ?' 

" * All concealment is now vain,' answers 
ed I. ' It is your cousin. Miss Bell, wha 
has the sole possession of his heart.' 
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'^ ^ I suspected as much !' said she with 
great vivacity; * but then I love him 
^ thousand times better than she, so the 
quantity of love will still be made up be-* 
tween us.. 1*11 not give him up to her; for 
she despises him, and has used him vilely. 
I tinll not give him up £}r one who disdains 
him.' 

" • So fer from that being the case/ said 
I ; ^ the news of your espousals have afiect^ 
ed her so deeply, that she has taken to her 
bed, and is very ill ; and her mother writes 
me that she is afraid she cannot survive it.' 

" The good creature's countenance alter- 
ed again into a shape of the deepest sor- 
row, * Ah ! mercy on me!* that's terrible,' 
exclaimed she. ^ My dear cousin does not 
deserve that at my hand, for she has always 
been a good friend to me ; and it was she 
that made her parents first take notice^ 
of me, when I was very low indeed. I can« 
not kill my cousin. But I hope, after all,. 
i^ is only a fit of chagrin at my good for-^ 
tune. She was rather apt to take the pet 
whiles, and go to her bed. But I need not. 
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say that. I find too well how I could bear 
it myselC Poor Gi^tty, I cannot kill her !' 
^^ I then read to her that part of your 
letter which related to your daughter's ill- 
ness, and her own words, that ^ she had laid 
down her head on her pillow, and should 
never lift it again, after her lover became the 
possessk)n of another.' ' So that you see, 
my dear girl,' added I, * if you persist in 
holding my son at his word, which he never 
will break, you will be the murderer both 
of your cousin and him. How could ever 
you be happy, or how could he be happy 
with you, and such a crime upon your 
heads !' Then, for the first time, she fell a 
sobbing deeply, and the tears rolled in her 
large blue eyes, but did not drop. ' I see 
how it is,' said she.-— ^ I am forsaken. I 
am just now like a young bird, that some 
vagrant boy has reaved from the nest, and 
after carrying it far away from its parents, 
he finds a richer covey, tires of the poor lit- 
tle orphan, and flings it away to shift for iu 
self, a prey to any hawk or buzzard that 
likes to kill it- Well, weU ! He shall buy 
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me a yellow gown, the true forsaken co« 
lour ; and pull me a willow-flower to wear 
for his sake. I wonder, if he were Gatty 
Bell's husband, if I might love him T 

" I could hardly speak; but I Said, 
* Yes, Cherry, you shall love him, and he 
shall love you too/ 

•* * Ah ! but then I cannot love him as 
I do now,' said she ; * else it would be a 
sin. And if he would love me, Gatty would 
not let him. I could be content with any 
share of his heart, for it is more than I ever 
deserved ; but I am afraid she knows the 
value of it too well to suffer me to share it 
wJth her.' 

*• 'You can always love and caress him 
as a brother,' said I ; * and he will love you 
Nas a sister, &r more dearly than it is possi- 
ble for him ever to do as his wife, circum* 
stwced as he now is.' 

" * Well, well !' said she ; and then the 
tears burst from her eyes in torrents, al- 
though her tongue scarcely faltered as she 
spoke. * Well, well ! My resolution is ta- 
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ken. I do not know if she, or any one« 
would do as much for me.' 
. ^^ I put my arm about her neck and tried 
to sooth her^ by telling her, that she should 
have a fortune settled on her that should 
render her independent. But she cut me 
short, by saying, that any fortune that 
would have the effect of making her inde- 
pendent of him would only add to her mi- 
sery ; and that she would spurn it. Then 
she interrupted herself, * Ah ! but I had 
forgot, he must forgive me the sum that I 
lifted from the king's banker in his name, 
for I am so poor I cannot repay it.* 

** * My dear ingenuous girV I replied, 
< take no thought about such a trifle ; for 
I promise you on, my honour, that you shall 
have liberty to draw on the king's banker 
as long as you live ; and that for any sum 
that you may either require for yourself, 
your mother, or little brothers.' 

** * That will indeed be a great matter, on 
their account,' said she, * for I told them I 
Y^as going to be a great l^dy, and wquld 
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provide for them all ; but disappointments 
never come single-handed/ 

^* At that moment, who should come in 
but my son himself^ all unconscious of what 
had been going on ? My blood ran cold to 
think of the scene that was likely to take 
place ; and in what way the pain&l subject 
would be introduced between them. But 
Cherry soon put an end to my perplexity 
on that score. The little elf is absolutely 
a heroine. There is something in the con« 
stitution of her mind capable of being rais- 
ed to a height that would render her one of 
the first order of mortal beings. She rose 
at his approach^ as she always does, and ex- 
taiding her hand to him with a smile of the 
utmost benevolenoe and good nature, said 
to him> ^ Ah 1 Mr M'lon ! I am so glad 
that you are come just now, fi»r I have a re- 
qaest to make of you. You are to buy me 
a yeUow gown with green trimmings, and 
green and ydbw ribbons ftr my hair. 
These are the tme cokNirs ftr forsaken dam- 
sdi^ yoa know, Mr M*Ioii ; sod you are 
to poll me a sprig of the weeping wiDow^ 
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too, to twine with these ribbons. I'll not 
have a green leafy sprig, bnt one of the 
early yellow buds that hang down their 
heads» and nod and £ide so soon. They are 
likest myself. Now, will you promise to get 
all these for me, Mr M*Ion ?^ 

" • Certainly I will, my love,' said he,, 
' once you are fcnrsaken. But who could 
have the heart to forsake so much sweet- 
ness and innocence ?* With that he drew 
her to his side as he sat down, thinking she 
was toying with him ; for she said it all with 
so mudli ease of manner that he had no sua*^ 
pidons of the trial to which she alluded. 

" * You once told me,' rejoined she, look>- 
ing in his &.ce with the most perfect ser^ 
nity, '* that you had loved another better than 
me ; but you did not tell me that you stiU 
loved another better, and had rued your 
promise to me.' His colour changed as she 
said these words, and he appeared in the ut- 
most distress. * It would have been cruel to 
have informed you of this, my loved Cherry,* 
said he, * and yet you must have coibe to 
the knowledge of it aU too soon, if not also 
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too late. I have, indeed, rendered myself 
wretched ; but my sentiments of love and 
esteem for you are, and ever shall be, the 
same ; and, as for my promise to you, that 
shall remain inviolate till the day of my 
death/ 

" ^ So you neither have rued on me, npr 
broken your word to me T said she, with 
the same resolute equanimity. ' But, hark, 
and I'll tell you a piece of strange news. 
X have both rued my promise ta you, and 
broken it. Nay, you are not to look so dis- 
tressed, for I cannot stand that* I know 
the whole case ; and think ydii I do not 
study the happiness of some others more 
than my own ?' As she said these wards 
she drew the Bible to her, merely as if she 
had done so mechanically, without knowing 
what she did, and opening it somewhere 
about the writings of the evangelists, she 
continued speaking ; for she seemed afraid 
that he should begin before her purpose was 
fully made manifest. * See ! Do you see 
this holy book in my hand ?' continued she. 
^ Before Him, and by Him, who dictated 
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tile words of this good book, with itty hand 
«ipon its most sacred page, I swear never to 
give you my hand in wedlock as long as 
Agatha BeU is living ; and all the world 
shall not make me break this oath.' We 
both sat still in utter consternation at the 
heroism of this simple child of nature, with*^ 
out saying a single word. * Come now, give 
me your hand as a friend,' continued she, 
* as a betrothed lover no more. That is over* 
And give me a kiss into the bargain ; it 
shall be the last I shall ever ask but one' 
" Never did I behold any thing so tran* 
scendant as the whole demeanour of that ex^ 
traordinary girl on this trying occasion; and, 
by the way in which my son took her in 
his arms and embraced her, I could easily 
perceive that he was about to follow her ex- 
ample, by also entering into some rash vow. 
Therefore, I diverted it by taking Cherry 
in my arms, and embracing her in my turn ; 
commending her for the sacrifice she had 
madie of riches and hoiiours for the happi- 
ness of others; and forthwith proposed, that 
my son, having no sisters of his own, should 
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adopt her as a beloved sister, and protect 
and cherish her for life as his second sel£ 
^ For, Diarmid/ said I, addressing him^ 

* you are not yet aware of the sacrifice she 
has made.' 

" * I would sacrifice a thousand times 
more for his peace and comfort/ said she, 

* were that possible, hut it is now out of my 
power. I first gave up myself for what I 
conceived to be his happiness ; but now for 
the same object I have given up him ; and, 
compared with that sacrifice, riches, ho- 
nours, and the whole world, are to me as 
nothing.* 

" Thus ended the most affecting scene I 
ever witnessed between two lovers, and I am 
stilluncertainhow matters will bear through. 
She watches him with her eye the same as 
ever, but her looks seem to be altered. Yet 
she talks decidedly of accompanying him to 
Bellsbumfoot, and seeing her dear friends, 
since they will not come to see her, and of 
being her cousin's best maid. So I think, 
if matters take no other turn, we shall be 
with you in a day or two. Forgive this 
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large packet, which has cost me near a night 
and. a day in inditing — I ooiiM not give it 
up ; and while it was fresh in my mind I 
thought it proper to let you know what we 
all owe to little Cherry, should our future 
prospects turn out according to our hopes, 
I remain 

" Your ever gratefrd 

" Agnes M ' ■ : ' 

" P. S, — Call my son still hy his fcnrmer 
name. Every one wiU do so tiU his rights 
and titles are fairly made out% These are 
not so much as to he disputed, his unde's 
counsel having given up the plea on the pro-* 
duction of the documents. 

'' A. Mr 

The effect that the reading of this epi8«> 
tie produced on the family group at Bells- 
bumfoot may be conceived. The ladies 
apparently felt mortified at the resolute be- 
haviour of Cherry; and, though they spoke 
kindly of her, it is probable they wished 
she would remain at a distance from them. 
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Not to €id Daaiel ; he expressed himsdr 
m tke nMMt laptnnNis tenns of approbatioa 
he nas master of, on the heroic oondBCt of 
his nieee. ^ I kend she was a fine lassie, 
raw little Bieny,^ caried he; ^' shame light on 
the toDgne that wad speak o' taking the 
taws to siocan a good creature! liCt tae see 
¥dian ane o' yon will do sic a deed. Either 
yon wi' a' yoor sees and your saws, mistress, or 
your daughter m' her skirlin fits of love, that 
amaist gart me trow ae thing was twae. 
Bat rH deed my little niece a' wi' the silk 
fiir this ; and gin the callant, Joe, likes to 
take her, he shanna want a bit tocher wi' 
ho. For though her minny was a crazy 
limmer, and ran away firae me wi' a red-wud 
EUiot, little Bieny has some o' the blood 
o' the Bells in her for a' that" 
• For the ensuing three days there were no 
letters, which made the Bells conclude that 
the party would to a certainty be with them ; 
and within doors there was a good deal of 
bustle and preparation, so that honest Da- 
niel could not get any body to speak a word 
to, save fat Grizzy, the kitchen-woman, (for 
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the Border farmers, veryproperly,never style 
any of their servants maids,) and Davie 
Shiel, the ewe-herd. The one broke her 
ijocoinprehensible wit on her master, and 
the other would have talked about tup& 
vrith him from morn to even. 

" Grizzy, my sonsy lass, come an' gie me 
a lift wi' the toop-heck ; it's on the wrang- 
side o* the dyke sin* the wind changed." 

" Na, na ; ye may get ilka ane o' them 
a wife to beild him^ They wad maybe lie 
on the wrang side o' them too, like somebody 
that aw kens. Like draws aye to like, as 
the deil said to the blackamoor ; an that be 
the case, ae toop might gie another a lift." 

" Come away, come away, when I bid ye. 
Vm no disposed for a jaw just now." 

" Ir ye no ? The water might be cauld 
for your lugs sae soon i' the day. He's a 
poor Uird wha has naething but tripes an* 
puddings to pride hirasel o'." 

" What are ye jaunderin about, ye have* 
rel?" 
^ ** Aw has seen a greater haverel ca' ar 

TOL. II, c 
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meer out o' the com though, an' ca- doim 
the tether*stake too. Take ye that, Maif! 
terBell." JJoO 

^' Come away, like a good lass. inlDiio 
keep ye frae your house-wark abo(m tttbfih^ 
nutes." • 

^* Some focks might do a great deal in tea 
minutes ; but aw thinks aw may gang wi* 
you, gin ye'U promise to mind me in your 
prayers." . 

" That 1 will, that I will ; provided ye*U 
tell me what to pray for.** 

" O, aw joost prays aye for three things. 
D'ye tak meup?" 

" Brawly, brawly." 

" Aw joost prays aye to be keepit frae the 
men, the de'il, an' a breed o' toops. FoK&s 
soudna sin their mercies ye ken, mdister.'^--* 
Gude moriiin' t'ye, sir.-^An little dogs hae 
the langest tails, what's to come o' the 
maskis?" :^ 

Grizzy went off gigglings and left iier 
master; for Daniel's servants stood littibii 
in awe of him. He spit out his quid^ ttMed 
her heartily, and then; bursting out a )in^B4> 
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ing, he went out to Ms tups, whistling ^^ Tar- 
ry wtoi** Such colloquies were occurring at 
Bellshumfoot every hour of the day. 

'Otoe evening as Mrs Bell and Gatty were 
walking by the bum side, they beheld the 
Fringleton postchaise leave the turnpike, 
and conie lumbering up the cart-road. The 
two ladies made for home as fiist as they 
ooold ; but Gatty's limbs failed her so much, 
that her. mother had almost to drag her in. 
When there, she had every appearance of 
fiiinting, for her colour went and came as 
quick as the passing shadows of the clouds 
over the mountains, when the rack of heaven 
flies quickest on the wind. 

^/ I shall never gather courage to meet 
him again," said die, ^' after the way in 
wkdeh I have behaved. I followed the 
course which I thought became the dignity 
of my sex, but there never was one who ex- 
posed its weakness so much. Dearest mo- 
ther, what shall I do? for I fed I cannot 
look him in the face,'' 

" Why, child, you have shewn too much 
of iliat shyness already, Virhich has been to 
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make up again with interest," said the dame« 
" Drop it now for ever ; and meet him with 
open arms, as an old and beloved acquaint- 
ance, taking no notice of any thing that has 
befallen, till an explanation fall in natural- 
ly of its own accord." 

Gatty approved of the advice, but was 
unable to put it in practice. When the 
sound of the coach-wheels fell on her ears 
she was obliged to retire ; but in a»few mi- 
nutes Cherry had her in her arms. There 
was no reserve of kindness and generosity in 
Cherry's whole disposition ; they flowed so 
freely that they ran beyond their supply. 
Gatty returned her embrace with great af- 
fection ; but as soon as Cherry's eyes fixed 
on her cousin's face, she started back, still 
gazing at her, exclaiming with great fervour, 
** Ah ! I have indeed not been deceived ! 
you have suffered much more than was re- 
presented to me. Such a change, in so short 
^ time, I never beheld !" 

" I was just about to make the same re- 
mark of you," said Gatty in return ; ** I 
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think your looks greatly altered for the 
:»rorse." 

** Me! I never was so well in my life, 
nor so merry, nor so happy. Believe me, 
cousin, you have taken a load of greatness 
from my shoulders that would have crush- 
ed me to nothing." 

" Dearest Cherry, how shall I ever re- 
pay your generosity ? I am utterly ashamed 
of it" 

" Ay, but your generosity to me began 
first, couidu. A body that studies no one's 
happiness but her own, does not deserve 
that any friend should study hefs. Think 
you, I will not be happier as I am, seeing 
you all so happy, than if I had proved a mere 
selfish creature ? But indeed you did very 
wrong in leaving us : Ah, you did indeed. 
You do not yet know the extent of the evil, 
but you will know it ere long. I-^I mean, 
because he did not deserve such treatment 
at your hands, that's all." 

Mrs Johnson at this moment came in, 
and stopped farther remarks on that delicate 
point/ 
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It #oiild be endless to ineeoimt all that, 
passed among these attached fiiends; bat 
the meeting of the two loveri^» after so long 
a misunderstanding, was truly affecting. It " 
is impossible for me to delineate the em- 
barrassment of Catty's looks, or the poignan-^ 
cy of the feelings that warred in her bosomn 
where love, shame, and gratitude, were all 
in motion. His behaviour to her was mad> 
ed with that Reference and respect by whidb 
it I)ad always been distinguished ; till, by 
degrees, the reserve, wore off, and then the 
two indulged in the fullest enjoyment of 
mutual love. 

Cherry's manner was so marked with hi*' 
larity, either real or affected, that faerdn** 
appointed hopes scarcely seemed tomar iheir . 
cup of bliss. Damd's attritions, to hm 
were unintermitted. He caressed her miae 
than he did all the rest of his fiiiinily pnk 
together ; and not being able to contain his 
grand project in her favour,he told her, that 
he intended her &r his daughteir^in-law^ by 
bringing about a marriage betweeahet and * 
his son Joseph. Mrs Bell cast her. head 
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very hSgh at this witiiout any &rtfaer re- 
mark; bat the theme served Chary &r 
inany an apparently merry hour with Jo* 
seph» when mirth was far from her heart, 
^le contrived to keep up that or some joke 
inoessantly; yet, at times, when the lovers 
wjere walking by themselves, she would 
sometimes cross her hands and sigh; and 
then she could not refrain from always go- 
iag to the window, and looking out after 
t^em. On their return into the house, 
M'lon never failed to caress her, toying 
with her, and calling her his sister ; there- 
by pouring the only balm of consolation on 
I»gr wounded lieart that was in his power to 
bestow, and kindling her sunken eye with 
a Jbeam of delight. These beams on her 
cMBtoiance were always as brilliant as they 
wese short lived, for, alas ! they were tasted 
wHik a bitter alloy. 

Every explanation having been previous^: 
lyrektActed by letter, the obvious progress 
of events was perfectly apparent, and perfect* 
lyimdeafstood between the two lovers. There 
v^otdiaparelimkiaries to be agreed upon save 
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one/which Daniel judged to be incumbent 
on himself, namely, the doubling of his son- 
in-law's income; and M^Ion was actually 
bored, night after night, with dissertations 
on the value of different breeds of tups, till 
there is little doubt of his joining most fer- 
vently in a portion of fat Grizzy's prayer. 

I know of no topic so utterly disgusting 
to people not interested in it ; yet, over a 
part of Scotland, I will defy a stranger to 
hear aught else at a social meeting. Con- 
verse with our hinds and shepherds, you 
will find men willing to communicate, and 
anxious to learn ; but with the store-farm- 
ers, it is tups. Iambs, crock-ewes, and prices, 
without end, and without mitigation. I 
would rather sit in a cottage, with an old 
wife smoking tobacco, and listen to Ralph 
Erskine's Gospel Sonnets. 
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CIRCLE SIXTH. 



The wedding-day at length arrived, and 
Dr Kid came up well-powdered to Bells* 
bumfooty where a number of genteel asso^ 
dates were collected, to wish the young 
chief and his lady much joy, and dine with 
them. 

There was nothing particular happened 
tiiat day, save that the bride-maid seemed 
peculiarly absent and thoughtful, caring for 
nothing, and attending to nothing. What 
were the secret workings of her heart it 
is hard to say. Perhaps she had still die^ 
rishesd some feeble spark of .hope, that,^ 
through the workings of an inscrutable Pro-< 
vidence, M*Ion might yet be her own; 
perhaps it was some hard reflection that 
Mrs Bell had thrown out to her in private; 
*or perhaps it w|is scrnie inward malady prey- 
ing on her vitals. But certain it was^ that, 
c 2 
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from that dAy> her mtmicff ilmgiid: iff^ 
the height of apparent gaiety to a BeiS^ 
and hmguid thoughtfulness. 

During the time of the momentous om^ 
mony» when the Doctor deared the partieo^^ 
to^om Aofnfo^ Cherry, being principal bride* 
maids^ras standing at the brideli left hand^ 
like a small oomdy statue of CorinUuaar 
marb)^ as pale and as motieiilesB. 

^ Join hands,"* said the Doctor* 

Gatty turned h» ii^t hand across her 
bosom that h» cousin inii^t draw her i^ovc^ 
butChcnrytodknonoticeofiL Apanseen- 
sued in the c^emony ; wtidk Chcny never 
80 umch as penetTed^ but kept her stiU a^il 
statne-hke poentiQik 

"* The parties win plene to joim Iwads," 
iqpeated the Doctor. 

M'lon^ iMttd w«5 abmidy csEtcnkd: tiia 
biide gK^ her maidew a qaack tap am Aa 
to itHiad her «r lier drtr; Obdj 
droKHi, h«t^ SKtaid oC 
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ited ibebiide, mihained of the delay on her 
party wa6 obliged to pull off her own glove 
liiiliPher left hand, and finally gave her hand 
tt^ her lover, and with it hersdf for ever.-^ 
Cherry clasped her hands together, cowered 
dbwn, and looked in theit faces ; then, again 
aasuming her n^ight position, her eyes roll- 
ed about from one face to another €o raj^d- 
]y as to shew that her mind was bewilder- 
di* ' Tb^se looks spoke as plainly, as if she 
had i&id in words, *^ Where are we ? what 
have we been about?* 
'"Was it indeed true, that Cheng's gene^ 
Mliity had outran her capability ? That she 
had exerted it to a degree, in &vour of those 
she loved, 4^at she was no longer able to 
sustain ? If she indeed assumed all that 
^iSbty to lull asleep every anxiety in the 
h^reailts of the two lovers on her account, it 
Dfi&'^ stretch of generosity almost unequal- 
tad in the interminable annals of love.— « 
*( feat^xertion to conceal her real sentiments 
#bi a tihing «o opposite to her downright 
ttttthfitil natuii8, that it must bate cost her 
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much. But, now that it was no longer neces* 
sary, she was weary of it ; and the next day 
after that of the bridal, she made herself refL**- 
dy, and manifested her desire of going home 
to her mother. She best knew, and she only 
knew, the state of her internal feelings, and 
she felt that she was sinking into a state 
that would render her presence a great draw- 
back on the happiness of the young eoupl^ 
therefore she entreated her uncle to let hei: 
return home. 

Daniel declared off in a moment ^^ He 
would rather part with his whole £simily» 
Duff's seven sons and altogether, before he 
parted with his dear little daughter Bieny ; 
for his daughter she should be, whether she 
became Joseph's wife or not. Now that he 
had in a manner lost Gatty, he could not 
live without a daughter, and he would not 
live without one; and he would let them 
a' see, that i^e should be the best tochered 
Uss o' the twa." 

'* What you say, and what you propose, 
is all very proper, Mr BeU," said his cau* 
tious and sdfish dame. '^ You have a i]|^t 
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to protect Miss Elliot, because, you know, 
she's your sister's daughter"-^-^ 

'^ An' hae I nae mair powerfu' right nor 
that?" cried Daniel fiercely, interrupting 
her. 

** Not that I perceive, sir," said Mrs Bell 
with the utmost mildness and suavity of 
manners ; ^^ for as to the promise of nuuv 
riage, that the young people have been 
pleased to make a great deal about, why, 
you know, if Miss £lliot felt herself injiued 
in the slightest degree, she could have pur« 
sued for damages." 

** Heard ever ony mortal soul the like tf 
that ?" exclaimed Daniel : ^' Od, woman, 
ye wad provoke a saunt !— <When ye hear 
me say I'll part wi' yaUy or wi' this or that 
ordinary thing, that's neither here nor there ; 
but when I say I'll part wi' my seven best 
toops afore I part wi' sic or sic a thing, ye 
may be sure I'm serious then." 

^f Well, a most beautiful and condse e3(- 
planation you have given, Mr Bell," return- 
ed .idie ; '' and that brings me to what I was 
going to say ; which was, that although 
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ihei:a is no penon whom we like ito w^ tft 
hawe about the house as Miss ElHot, — ^ilo 
person whatever, — yet, if she have urgent 
lUid private motives for goiDg home, I see 
no right yon have to detain her." 

^ Never speak to me, woman! Y^ie 
enough to pit a body mad,** cried Danid, 
^pitting on the grand dining^ro(M carpet 
f' I tell ye aince for a', that my Bieny is 
never gaun to be a Gattonsid^ lady ohy 
manr. I'll gar her baud up her bead wi' the^ 
best o* the land yet." 

During this bold asseveration, Mrs BeU 
rung, and desired Grizzy to bring a doth 
and wqie the carpet. 

^ Aih me ! aw thinks we'll haurdly ken 
the track o' a foumart frae that o' a hare 
shune," said Grizzy, and cast a triumphfant 
glance at her mast^ as she left the roomu 

Cherry still persisted in her resdution, 
which was nothing weakened by the hints 
that fell from her aunt, until M^Ion and 
his bride entered, who soon turned the scale 
in Daniel's favour. Gatty ref^aested her^tq 
remain, and accompany her toxhuid), and 
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on JMme vintiiig esq^tioiis; and Wim. 
bwught forward an arrangement that was to 
tfdce up a whole season, o£a journey thiaugh 
the Highlands as &r as Skye, the party to 
xetom by Boioland^ and remain there till 
the beginning of the winter, which they were 
to qpend in Edinburgh. In all these a]> 
ranganeats, he said, he had made up his 
winA that his loved sister Cherry was to 
bear a part; and he would not ozily be dii« 
af^oitited but pflfended if she r^sed hiau 
She had no power to refuse M^Ion any 
thing. A hmt from, bun was to her a su« 
pfeme law, as it was become indeed to every 
one about Bellsbumfoot* Old Daniel said 
xi» XDote about detaining his little new 
daia^ter, nor Mrs Bell about parting with 
hert so Cherry yielded to the brid^oom*8 
plan without expostulation, but, at the same 
time, it was with a rueful smile, as much as 
toiintf, that he had made many kind ar* 
raogeiaents that would never be accom? 
piiidhed. 

Hhe mistake that she committed at the. 
niaiiMg^ of joffi^iing her hand to the bride* 
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groom in place of drawing the bride's glore^ 
ivas mentioiied to her privately by Mrs 
Johnson; for though that worthy lady was 
now Lady-Dowager M* , yet, for uni- 
formity's sake, we shall denominate her by 
her old name to the end of the narrative. 
Cherry did not remember having done it» 
but was greatly shocked at her behaviour ; 
and said she could not account for her inad- 
vertency otherwise, than by having thought 
so often about going through that ceremo- 
ny heriself with him. ** It was a thing that 
constantly haunted my mind," said sl^, 
*^ with a mixture of terror and boundless 
delight, and I was always thinking and 
thinking how I should get through it. So» 
you see, I had somehow forgot myself, and 
thought I was acting the part I had sp o£« 
ten contemplated. — But that never had 
been to be," added she, with a deep sigh ; 
^ and I had aye some bodings within me 
that it never would." 

Mrs Johnson turned away her face, wiped 
a tear from her eye, and changed the sub- 
ject. 
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The journey to the Highlands was de- 
ferred from day to day, and from week to 
week, no one said positively why, thongh 
doubtless some perceived the reason. The 
hilarity at Bellsbumfoot died gradually 
away after the wedding, till at length it 
subsided into a sedate melancholy gloom* 
It was in vain that Daniel invited jovial 
neighbours, pushed the bottle at even, and 
tried jokes about lasses' tochers, and stocks 
ing the Highlands with young M^Dufis ; 
4lie shade of melancholy that pervaded the 
&mily was so apparent, that he could not 
even keep his company together; and long 
hehre bedtime, on such evenings, he had 
often no other amusement, than sitting at 
the parlour fire by himself, turning a quid, 
about five inches long, from one cheek to 
the other, and squirting in the grate, — or, 
at times, by a great exertion to keep up his 
spirits, crooning a stave of " Tarry woo," or 
" The Tup of Durham." Daniel could per* 
ceive nothing wrong, honest man ; but, for 
all that, he found himself involved in an 
atmosphere of gloom that had something in 
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it oontagioufl, and eoidd not hdp idaking 
tlie remark, that *^ they looked a' rather as 
if they had had a hnrial at his house, in 
plaoeofafatidaL** 

There was indeed much lookedj but little 
thing said at Bellsbumfoot for a good qpace 
at that time; a circnmstanoe diat puzded 
both the nei^ibouiing gentry, and the sa- 
vants of the fianily. All were eager to know 
aomeUung of the canse; but none could 
learn any thing, save what Darie Shid^ the 
eive4ievd» wrung fitom fiit Griiay, the wit* 
ty kitchen^woman; and we doubt j£ our 
leadBKS will be mudi cnli^tened l^ wiiat 
pnsed betneen these worthies^ altlioi^ it 
fraved matter of abundant lumonis in tlhe 



"^ Od sanf »! Gbiny^ wumaa, what «la 
ournkster? Inercrsawbbngaagasafteo 
wf bis banda in bis poocbcs^ an* bis bat 
QDddi up akin^ a* my Bfe^ An' then» in- 
ataad o^ kokii^ at bis tesfs «r bis cwes^ 
(^Mboi^Ifiay% dMKfbBO a better bir* 
adftbeeQStttiy,)be'^aTegaaBilMfcingofto 
his dMsUsB as be ] 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



OF WOMAN. fir 

^ Maybe sae he has, mun. Aw has 
kend a body lose a filly an' find a foil 
afore now.** 

**JDear Grizzy, d*ye see aughts wraig 
about the family, or about this grand 
match ?** 

^ Ey ; aw sees better out at the hole q' 
my neck than some foeks that aw kras dis 
out at thm lookin' feaees." 

*• What d'ye see, Grizzy ?" 

^ Aw sees mair that soudna be seen than 
a eel dis in a doock dub. An ye war a mil- 
ler's naig, whether wad ye eat out o' the 
sad: ye were tied to, or the ane neist it ?" 

Davie began to cock his ears at these two 
idiort sentences. *' That dep^ds on what 
stuff was in the two sacks," said he, answer- 
ing to the pdnt, in order to keep Grizzy 
Hkewise to it. ♦ 

^ Ey ; or whulk o' them had mucklest 
itft," added she. *' A hen rins aye to the 
heap, an' sae dis a £k)1 til a £it lee^ Aw 
cm tell ye^ lad, for a secret, — ^but ye maun«* 
aa be telling it again,— ^there's some deeds 
o' darkness gawn on no very far firae this^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



({6 THE THREE PERILS 

Heard ye nae tell of a herd stealing a fat 
haggis nane o' thae nights ?" 

" Na." 

" Ye'll mayhe hear time eneugh. Ye 
had hetter keep a hare lug, an' an ee i' the 
hole o' your neck, as I do* Now, lad, take 
ye thae news to your bed wi' ye, an' take 
care an' dinna let them cool. Aw has 
kend as wee a pultice turn out a brikken 
plaister afore this." 

Davie smelt a rat ; and, after many fruit- 
less inquiries, he ventured, on the faith of 
Grizzy's hints, to spread a report that *^ it 
Was suspectit the young lord thought as 
muckle o' the wee lass as the lang ane.'* — 
The slander flew abroad like fire, and in a 
short time came back to Bellsbumfoot 
with many shameful aggravations, reaching 
by s«me means or other the ears of Mrs 
Bell. That worthy dame, perceiving the 
unremitted attentions of her son-in-law to 
Cherry, which were restricted to no bound% 
early nor late, began to wish more than ever 
to have them separated. But as she was 
not like to have much say in these matters 
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herself, she applied to Iier daughter, yery 
unwarrantably; for she measured ev^y 
body's feelings by her own. 

^* I sometimes think this has rather been 
a £>Tced match on your part. Lady M * 
Do you find that your husband has all that 
kitidness and attention that you expected ?" 

•* What a mortifying insinuation, dearest 
mother ! What I have done, I have done; 
and, as we cannot call back time to re^mo- 
del our actions, wherefore wound my feeU 
ings by such unkind hints ? As for the at- 
tentions of my husband, they are all and 
more than I ever expected of man. He suf- 
fers me not to have a wish that is not gra^ 
tified." 

" Very well, my dear ; that is quite com- 
fortable for a parent to hear. Therefore, let 
the world say what it will, I shall be con- 
tented.*' 

•* What a singular perversity of disposi- 
tion ! Why. what has the world to say to 
that ? The world knows nothing of what is 
done here ; nor can you know its opinion if 
it did." 
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^* It is qiiUe needless to regard what tlie 
world says ; but there be plenty of toi^aes 
rqK>rtiDg, that your accomplished and noble 
husband is more attached to your cousin 
than to yourself; and that he devotes those 
attentions to the maid that should be paid 
to the married wife. Now, thou^ there is 
no one pays less r^ard to the vague opinions 
q£iixe world than I do, still I think, that, 
out of de&rence to its opinion, the sooner 
that little, languishing, insinuating elf is 
separated from you and your husband the 
better/* 

^^ Do you consider how unkind and how 
cruel to me such hints as these are, mother? 
My husband has reasons for his attentions 
to Chary, and those of the most delieate 
nature. That he has those reasons is to me 
suffident, knowing his honourable and a& 
feotionate nature. I therefore beg, and en*' 
treat, and pray of you, that while we remai]! 
here I may never again hear an insinuation 
of any kind against my husbind." 

Mrs Bell, somewhat alarmed at the ve* 
hement manner of her daughter, changed 
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the subject with the greatest indifference ; 
hat cdie had planted a thorn in her daugh* 
ter*8 too susceptible breast, that soon began 
to take root and fester incessantly. She had 
goffered much already through dread of the 
world's ojAuion ; and now to have it sup* 
posed that she had forced a match, and that 
her husband already neglected her for the 
sake of another ; to know that such a report^ 
was bandied about the parish, and among 
their associates, was a mortification that she 
Gould not endure^ and she began to long' 
with impatience for a removal, or an altera- 
tiiHi of circumstances by some mode or other. 
She sounded her husband several times, but 
finmd that in every motion Cherry was in-> 
duded ; and, in spite of all her love, and all 
her JeSSarts, the spirits of the young and 
comely bride sunk so low, that she became 
inca manner the leader of the funeral array 
at the gloomy mansion of Bellsburnfoot. 

The attentions both of M'lon and his 
mother to Cherry were every day more and 
mwe obvious. Mrs Bell perceived it with 
eqfiaUy increasing discontent ; and, finding 
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Uo other safe point of attack, she fixed on 
her husband, ^nd laid open the circumstan* 
ees, and the obvious consequences of the 
case to him with much perspicuity. The 
thing was all so new to Daniel, that he 
heard her to the end as with the deepest 
concern ; but the truth was, that when she 
had done, the atrocity of the offence was 
but beginning to graze on the surface of his 
apprehension ; and after all her elaborate 
harangue about the deference due to the 
opinion of the world, &c., tlie answo* that 
Daniel made was no more than this: — » 
" Hout, mistress ! I dinna think there can 
be aught wrang atween them." 

She then began to declaim against the 
coarseness of his ideas, and to speak of sen- 
Uments — and divided affections — and ti$e 
universal sovereignty of public opinion ; — 
whieh when Daniel heard, he rose with un- 
common agility — ^looked out at the window 
that faced the tup park — ^put on his hat, 
with its hinder brim almost in a vertical 
direction, and went out, whistling **The ewe 
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bugbtfi^ Mftrioa." Danbl was never heard 
to wbi^e it ao loud in his life. 

Mis Bell, thus baulked in every attempt 
to get quit of her husband's affecticaiate 
niece, Isud the plan of a last great manosnvre, 
wbldi was, to lay the circumstances before 
Miss Elliot; and then she flattered herseli^ 
that, &pm the diq^sition she had idready 
shewn to oUi^e oth^s, she was suce of sue* 
ceas. But bdfore a fit opportunity offered, 
there were scone things occurred that puzzled 
her s^ient a^ud calculating head a good deal. 
J^'Xon complained of some serious ailment> 
atthough he said not what it was, only that 
be was nol well. He took his meat, his 
drink, and exerdse, much as usual; yet no*^ 
thing would satbfy him, althoigigh J^.had 
staidiisd medicine and surgery MmselC but 
srading for one of the first-rate prc^i^ssion^ 
gimtlemen firom Edinburgh to coni^lt with 
iw bis case. His mother urged the fidfiL 
s^ent of the proposal without delay. He 
had prepared his lady not to be alamied ; 
bat honest Daniel and hi^ spouse tibought 
it wsfi an ^traordinary business that a doci- 
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tor should send for another doctor so far^ to 
cure a disease of which nohody could per- 
ceive any symptoms. It is true, his percep- 
tions were not over acute, hut then her di^ 
cemment ! what could equal that ?-*Ala$ ! 
there were some there who saw what was to- 
tally concealed from them hoth. 

The great doctor from Edinburgh arri- 
ved, and had a long consultation with M^- 
lon ; and, pretending in a jocular manner 
that the latter had now constituted him the 
family surgeon at Bellshumfoot, he felt dl 
their pulses, looked at their tongues, and at 
the pupils of their eyes through a glass. To 
each of them he prescribed some regimen, 
or some mode of life ; otherwise, he said, he 
would not be accountable for their lives, &r 
less for their health, for a single day« To 
Daniel he prescribed that he should drink 
two-thirds less than his ordinary quanttan 
of whisky-toddy, else there was nothing 
more likely than that he should be in heaven 
in a fortnight. 

" Lord forbid 1" said Daniel. " But TU 
tell ye, doctor^ it has been my cure, an' my 
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&iker's an* grandfather's afore me, for a' 
diseases, either o' the flesh or the spirit, an' 
fient ane o' us ever had to send for a doctor 
frae Edinburgh a' the days o* our lives. 
There is an auld say ower this country, that 
* a Bell never dies but either for drouth or 
auld age ;' an' though I winna swear to the 
truth o' that, doctor, ye may tak back yoiur 
prescription for me." 

The doctor pronounced him a hopeless 
patient, and hoped the rest of the family 
would be more tractable, as it was easier to 
stop a disease by taking it by the forelock, 
than by running after it and holding it by 
the tail. Daniel said, ** he believed that 
was true, as it was exactly the case with a 
Strang toop." — To Mrs Bell the doctor 
prescribed abstinence from weak diluted 
diet ; to Gatty and her husband travel ; to 
Mrs Johnson more sleep and a little port 
wine; but although he examined Cherry 
with more^minuteness than any of them, to 
ha: he prescribed nothing, observing, that it 
was out of his power to make her better than 
she was. He then left the family, all high- 
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Ij delighted with hm as a joeulAr ^nd 
good-humoured gentlem^n^ and was acecnn-^ 
paBied part of the way by M'Ioq. 

From that day forth^ the attentions of 
the young chief to his adopted sister bec»Enie 
more exclusive than oyer ; so also were those 
of his mother. Cherry was never from his 
side» and seemed to live and breathe only ini 
the light of his countenance, while his exer^ 
tions to sooth and keep her in spirits knew 
no bounds. Mrs Bell became absolutely 
impatient, concaving that she saw her 
daughter drooping through neglect, and de- 
termined on telling Cherry her sentime&iis, 
aud that roundly ; but she was anxious that 
it should be in private, and so cbnstanjtly 
were some of them by her side, early aad 
late, that for a good while she could find no 
opportunity* 

It chanced oine day that Cherry was pro- 
nounced indisposed, ^nd unable to com^ 
down to break&st M'lon tasted not a 
morsel that day, but stalked about the 
loom like a troubled ghost Mrs Bell ^ko- 
tuaUy began a '* nursing her wrath to keep it 
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warm/' conceiving thai her son-in-law woold 
not have been half so much discomposed if 
fill the Bells of Bnmfoot had been unable to 
come down to break&st ; and she longed 
not only to have a little dispassionate talk 
with Miss Elliot on the subject, but with 
M'lon himsell^ should the other not avaiL 
Accordingly, as soon as she had finished 
her breakfast, she went to Cherry's room, 
and desiring Mrs Johnson to go to her 
breakfast, said she would remain with her 
dear niece until her return. 

They were no sooner alone than Mrs 
Bdl began thus : — '^ I have often regretted, 
my dear Miss Elliot, that my husband's 
mid 86n4n4aw'8 offidousness detained you 
here against your indinatidn ; for I perceive 
that thdre is something in the climate, or 
the society, that does not agree with your 
spirits and constitution." 

" Dear aunt, I entreat that you will en- 
tertain no anxiety about me. I declare I 
never was in better spirits. Do not you see 
that my spirits are all buoyancy ?'' 

'' Never tell me, niece. It is evident to 
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any one who will suffer herself to see things 
as they are, that it would have added grea.t- 
ly to your happiness to have heen removed 
from this place--as well as to the happiness 
of others.*' 

" Well, dear aunt, I believe you are 
right. I thought so at first, and now I 
think so again, since you say it. But you 
know I am but a young ignorant creature^ 
and only know what is right by being told 
it. I was made to believe that my remain**- 
ing here would add to the happiness of 
others, for with that my own was so inter- 
woven that I had no other ; but if it has 
proved the reverse, then have I done &r 
amiss, and I shall be very miserable for ha» 
ving done it during the short, short interval 
that I shall now remain with you.'' 

" Nay, sweet Cherry, never think of has- 
tening your departure a day on account q£ 
my information, which has no other aim 
but your peace and honour. But I cann<M; 
help seeing, nor can I prevent the world 
from seeing and blabbing it again — ^nor can 
I prevent my daughter from seeing that the 
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attentions of her husband, which a young 
wife expects should be her own, are all la- 
vished on you. I assure you it has caused 
a great sensation in this &mily, and all over 
the country ; and your own good sense, and 
genuine honourable disposition, will at once 
point out to you the only path that it is 
prudent in you to pursue." 

'* Say no more, dear aunt, I pray you say 
no more ; you have said quite sufficient for 
me, and perhaps rather too much already. 
One thing only I crave to know — Does my 
cousin wish me away ?" 

" Why, child, she would be loath to say 
80, and sorry to consent to it. But must I 
say the truth ?— Every one may judge of 
her &elings by considering what her own 
would be in such a case." 

** Thank you, kind aunt, it is enough — 
it is enough. And so my dear cousin wishes 
me away ? Well, I have suffered something 
io^ her ; but such things, I suppose, are ex- 
pected from [poor relations. Ah ! but my 
Gatty would not wish her Cherry away, if 
she but knew what I have suffered for her 
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Jbappiness. But she will know — she will 
know before she die yet.— Well, dear aunt, 
you may give my kind love to my cousin, 
and tell her that I am very soon going to 
leave her now. I thought to have remain- 
ed with her and her husband, and with you, 
dear aiint, and my kind indulgent uncle, 
for a little while — a week or two, perhapSji 
or a few days at the least ; but now I shall 
take my leave of you very soon indeed, and 
may God forgive you all, as I hope to b6 
forgiven at the last ; and may you all be 
happy with one another, when my insigni- 
ficant and presuming face appears no more 
among you !— ^I hear Mrs Johnson coming* 
Adieu, dear aunt, you have gained your 
point ; but give me your hand, and embrace 
me before you go away." 

Mrs Bell gave her her hand, saying, 
** That I will, my prudent and sensible little 
girl ;" and then stooping down she saluted 
her cheek. But Cherry easily perceived that 
it was not only a cold formal embrace^ but 
a compelled one ; and then the excellent 
dame went out of the room sailing in state* 
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ly majesty, at one timeoaityiiig her headrery 
high, and at another glancing at her feet with 
great complacency, haying,asshedeemed,ac- 
^mnplithed a master-stroke of policy. When 
ahe joined the rest of the family in the break- 
fasting room, the satis&ction that beam- 
^ troth h^ benign countenance was appa- 
rent to them all ; and as soon as M'lon 
withdrew, she could not contain the relation 
of her success longer. From her husband 
she expected a bold countercheck, and was 
not mistaken ; but expecting a thankful ac- 
quiescence from her daughter, she found she 
had overshot the mark, and that Gatty was 
rery much hurt at her mother's interference. 
Then the good dame went on with argu- 
ments in justification of what she had done, 
tfSl she sent Daniel out to the fields with 
hi« hands in his vest pockets, and her daugh- 
ter up stairs in tears. 

When Mr« Johnson entered Cherry's 
tootciy she turned her face to the wall, and 
the nurse thinking she wanted repo^, fell 
a reading on the Bible, and coniinraed with- 
chit speaking for the space of an hour ; but 
d2 
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hiring her from time to time fetching deep 
sighs, she at length inquired how she did^ 
and if she felt herself any worse? 

" O no, I am a great deal better," said 
she. " But I have been thinking aboHt 
preparing for my journey." 

*^ It will, indeed, be a romantic and de- 
lightful journey," said Mrs Johnson, ** by 
the braes of Athol, the glens of Lorn, and 
the wild Hebrides." 

^' It is not that journey I mean," said 
Cherry, " but the jouriiey to my father's 
house." 

Mrs Johnson gazed for a moment in- si- 
lence, and felt as if an arrow of ice had 
pierced her heart. " Will you sit up and 
take a little of this cordial that your own 
doctor has composed for you, my deat?' 
said she. " You have been asleep, and your 
senses seem to be wavering." 

^' Not at all," returned she. " I have all 
my senses at my command. But it is true, 
if it were any matter, that I am prosisribed 
from thatdehgfat&l Highland journey. My 
aunt wants to send me off without delay to 
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my mothar'a house ; but I say she is wrongs 
it is my father's house that she is sendii^ 
raeto/* 

'^ Take a little of this cocdial* my dear 
Cheiry. Your roice is altered ; it is vapours 
that affect you." 

*' I tell you not at aU," said she, turning 
round her face, and smiling languidly. 
'' Do you not see that I am perfectly col- 
lected ? You think I am dreaming, and that 
nobody is sending me away? Well, let 
that rest. Perhaps so I was. But do you 
not think, on the whole, there is a good 
deal of ingratitude in this world?" 

" Too much, without doubt." 

*^ It is a pity, too, for it is a beautiful 
world, and a great deal of goodness in it 
What time of the day is it ?"| 

'^ It is, I suppose, about noon. Do you 
wish to rise ?" 

** Yes, when the sun is in the middle of 
the arch of heaven, I want to have one look 
at the sky, and another at this goodly 
world* It seems a bright day, and yet a 
tempestuous wind ; it is a day of all others 
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that I ]ike to contetnplate.-*— I^ not fa«v« 
that frock to^y^ bring me the one I wore 
on the seventh of July — ^the white one 
trimmed with pink — ^I'U wear it to-day, for 
the sake of something that passed between 
another and me that day — and I'll hare my 
hair trimmed and shaded in the same man- 
ner, too $ for this day is the winding np of 
the trivial scene that was that day hegim.^ 

*^ Let me do all these little things &ft 
you, dearest Cherry> for your hand is trem- 
bling, and you are in unwonted agitation to- 
day. Now, shall I sit with you a while at 
the window ?" * 

** If you please. What a bright, and yet 
what a tempestuous day ! It is, indeed, an 
auspicious day for setting out on a journey ! 
How easily a bird might scale these storeys 
of the heavens on such a day, taking the 
direction of yon bright marbled cloud, that 
islumbers in perfect stilln^s above the fly- 
ing ones ! Ah, my dear friend, do but look 
bow thetse little dark specks are chasing one 
another up that steep hill — ^with what ama- 
^ng swiftaiess they are speeding on thetf 
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Murse ! Will an tinbodied soul afimb'the 
steeps of the finnament with as much easd 
and relodty, think you, as these little %•» 
ing shadows ?" 

^ With as much ease, and with ten times 
mosre speed, will a happy spirit wing its way 
to the abodes of bliss/' 

^ What is a soul, Mrs Johnson ? or how 
does it journey ? Has it wings of air, or of 
down ? or does it swim the air as a fish does 
the sea? — I cannot tell what a soul is.'' 

*^ Nor can any one, my dearest girl ; and 
if I could define it, your mind is not in a 
capacity to listen ; for I perceive it is roam^ 
ing wild as the tempest, and frilling with 
impatience over some ideal separation**' 

'' Tell me this of the soul — ^Can it go 
and come at pleasure ? watch over a beloved 
object and walk with him ? sit by his side 
-—hear his sighs— see his looks-glisten to 
his w<H:ds, and perhaps lie in his bosom ?" 

" I often fondly believe all these." 

^' So do I ! so do 1 ! I bdieve them too, 
and will believe them — ^wherefure should I 
not? Come^ shall we go ?^ ' 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



86 THE THEEE PERILS 

^' Whither^ my dear ? whither are you 
going ? You cannot go abroad today ; in^ 
deed, believe me, you cannot* Let me put 
you to bed ; for though I never saw you look 
90 lovdy, your countenance has undergone 
a strange alteration. I say, listen to me ; 
you cannot go abroad to-day." 

'' Ah ! I had forgot I I have to change 
my raiment before I go. Come, let us set 
about it ; come, come." ^ 

Mrs Johnson rung the bell violently, and 
ordering the servant to tell her son to come 
to her, she took hold of Cherry, and half- 
carrying, half-leading her, pla<^ her on a 
couch ; for her looks and motions had be- 
come so wild and irregular, she knew not 
what she meditated, and therefore she sat 
down with her arms around her. M'lon 
had gone out, but Gatty attended, the tears 
scarcely dry on her cheek that she had shed 
on account of what her mother had said to 
Cherry and herself; for the insinuation feU 
on her with a double pang. When she 
came in, Cherry held out her hand» and 
addressed her in a faint tremulous voice. 
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^' Ah ! are you indeed come to see me, and 
take farewell of me before I set out ?" 

Gatty gave her her hand in amazement, 
^thout speaking. '* It is very kind of you, 
but it was not so to wish your poor cousin 
away, was it ?" 

'' It shall be the last wish of my heart 
but one. Cherry, to part with you.** 

<< Is that true ? then I have heea decei- 
ved. But what a weight that word has 
taken from my heart, which can bear any 
thing but unkindness. I wish this assu- 
rance may not make me defer my journey 
yet But I hope not — I hope not Cousin, 
I am strangely given to speaking to-day, 
and Mrs Johnson will have it that I am ra» 
vmg, though I can scarcely give her credit 
for it But do you remember of a dream that 
I once told you ?" 

" Perfectly well— every circumstance of 
it It has never for one day been absent 
from my memory." 

'' Well, that is amazing; it has never 
once been in my head iropi that day to this. 
But I witnessed some scenes in the heavens 
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and the e^rth to-day, that were all in my 
dream ; and every part of it recurred to ttiy 
memory as fresh as at the moment I saw it. 
Well, there are strange things in this 
world, and communications that I cannot 
comprehend — I wish I could ! But do you 
not see, cousin, how that dream is wearing 
to its fulfilment ?" 

** I hope it will never wear to its final 
fulfilment. But in some respects it may be 
said to have done so already. Of all things 
I have ever known, that dream has appear- 
ed to me the most remarkable." 

^ It is so — ^it is so. When I think of it 
it is wonderful. But you do not know it 
all. The very hills, and clouds, and sha« 
dows. — ^I have nothing to rest my head on 
here— That day and this are the same — 
And now I feel I am going to dream it over 
again.'* 

She articulated these broken sentences in 
a voice so feeble, that at the last it became 
inaudible, and died away ; and leaning back 
on the couch, with her head on Mrs Jobn^ 
son's arms, she fell into a slumber so soft 
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and so still, that it almost appeared likd tlM 
sleep of death. The head was thrown back, 
with the face tnmed towards Mrs Johnson's 
dieek, and yet the breathing was so soft she 
eould not feel it. Neither of the two at- 
tendants were in any alarm. They had re- 
marked that her spirits had been in a tu- 
mult, and had hopes that this calm sleep 
would restore them to their wonted sweets 
ness of motion. 

It was during this period of calm relaxa* 
iibn that M^Ion entered. He had been ru* 
minating iu the garden, '^rhen the senrant 
came hastily and delivered his mother's mes* 
sage ; and kno^ng that she was in attend- 
ance in Cherry's room, he went straight 
thither. The alarm that he testified on 
viewing the condition of the sweet slumberer, 
appeared to them both matter of surprise. 
To his lady, in particular, it seemed unac^ 
oountably mistimed ; and she could not help 
smiling at his perturbation. He held a 
downy feath^ to her lips — her breath mo- 
ved its fibres, but could not heave it from 
its place. He felt her pulse long and gen- 
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tly, keeping a stedfast eye on her face, and 
ever and anon his heart throbbed as it would 
have mounted from its place. 

" What do you mean, Diarmid ?*• whis« 
pered Gatty, in some alarm ; '^ It is nothing 
but a sleep, and as peaceful a one as I ever 
beheld." 

** Yes, my love, I know it is a sleep ; but 
I pray you, retire, and do it softly, for there 
is more depends upon her awakening out of 
such a sleep, than you are aware of.'* 

" If there is any danger whatever, I will 
wait with my cousin and you. Why should 
I leave her ?'^ 

He then took his mother's place with 
great caution, desiring her to go with all ex- 
pedition, and compound some cordial that 
he named ; he also motioned to Gatty to go 
with her, but she lingered beside him, cu- 
rious to see the issue of that slumber that 
so much discomposed her husband. He had 
his left arm under the pale slumberefs head, 
and with his right hand he held her arm, 
apparently counting, with the utmost anxie- 
ty, every movement of her pulse, and having 
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his eye still fixed on her mild relaxed fea- 
tures. Gatty sat down at a distance, fold- 
ed her arms, and watched in silence. Mrs 
Johnson came into the room on tiptoe with 
the cordial; but M^Ion saw neither, his 
eager eyes were fixed on one object alone. 
While in that interesting attitude, one of 
those which a painter would choose, Cher« 
ry at once opened her serene blue eyes, and 
fixed them with a steady but hesitating 
gaze on the face of him she loved above all 
the world. She awaked, as it were, mecba-r 
nicaUy, without so much as a sigh, in the 
same way that a flame or spark, which seems 
quite extinct, will all at once glimmer up 
with a radiance so bright, as to astonish the 
beholders. His face was all sadness and 
despair, but hers instantly beamed with a 
smile of joy. *' Am I here already ?" said 
she. *' What a blessed and happy state 
this is, and how easily I have attained it !" 
With that she started— -looked at her 
clothes — at his — at all their faces with a 
hasty glance, and then added, '' Ahready ! 
No, I should have said, am I here yet f It 
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tuMte it is, for if I had gone away witimit 
this intemew» I should have been compel- 
kd to retum." Then stretching out her 
hand, on one of the fingers of which thera 
was a ruby ring, that he had put on that 
day he pledged her his troth-^she pointed 
to it, and said, *' See,. do you know this ?'* 
He oottld not answer her, for his bosom was 
bursting with anguish* *^ And these simple 
robecH^do you know these?— Why, you ean^ 
not answer me ; but I know you do. Now, 
do you remember on that day that I return^ 
ed you yout faith and troth, and released 
you from your rash pledge of honour, that 
I said, I should never ask another kiss of 
you but one ? I emve it now." 

*' This is more than Ixuman heart can 
support," exclaimed he ; and taking her on 
his bosom, he impressed a long and burs* 
ing kiss on her lips, as ^they coloured with 
a momentary hue of the beiyl, in the souVs 
last embrace with the hearts 

'* Now, with that kind kiss, have you 
loosed my bonds with mortality'^Do you 
love me still ?'' 
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'^ The Almighty kmm$ h^^ I love you^ 
daitr, dear» and dying sujB^er 1*' med h^ 
through an agoEy of isobs aaad teani. 

*' Then my last £3eKng of mortal lilb i$ 
the sweetest/' said she ; and laying her head 
on his ho3oin5 she breathed a few low inari- 
tioalate sounds as of {Hrayer, and again sunk 
adeep to awaken m) more. 

" What does all this mean ?" cried Gat- 
ty, startwg to her feet, and holding up her 
hands in amazement. *' I>iarmid ! Hua^ 
band ! I say^ teH me the meaning of this ?" 

'^ Be eompos^ my love ! Be composed i 
The meaning is but too obvious. Theie 
fled the sweetest soul that ever held inters 
eoiurse with humanity." 

'' Fled ! How fled ? She only slumbera, 
husband. She will awake. She willawake. 
Tell me, Diarmid — ^tell me, Mrs Jobns<MBtv 
wtU not my oouan awake ?" 

'^ Yes, my dear child, she will awake," 
said Mrs Johnson, leading Gatty to a seat, 
and soothing her. M'lon searoely heeded 
them; but he answered the question invo- 
luntarily, still holding the body in his amuu 
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'* Yes, she will awake, but not till the great 
day of retribution, when I shall stand ac- 
countable for her early doom. — Yes, dear 
departed maid ! I have indeed been thy 
destroyer. — ^We are all guilty ! We are all 
guilty — art and part in thy death ; but none 
of us knew the delicacy of the flower with 
which we were toying, till it was too late. 
My kind — ^my innocent — ^my guiltless Che- 
rubina ! My earthly happiness shall be bu- 
ried in thy early grave." 

The violence of his grief was here check- 
ed by his lady kneeling at his knee, sup- 
ported by Mrs Johnson, who was alarm- 
ti. lest she should fall into fits, for her grief 
was extravagant, and overstepped her hus- 
band's, as the flame does the burning pile. 
" Is my cousin gone?" cried she, in shrieks 
of despair. ^^ Has ^e companion of my 
youth departed without bestowing one kiss, 
or one benediction on her Gatty? But I 
have murdered her ! I am accused as on^ 
of her murderers ! And now, would to God 
that we were both laid in one grave on the 
same day!" 
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It was altogether s^ scene of deep dis- 
may. Melon's grief was the most im- 
jHressive. Gatty's was extravagance it- 
self. Mrs Johnson's was profound, but 
swayed by reason and experience. Mrs 
Bell, perhaps, for once in her life, acknow- 
ledged to her own heart that she had be« 
haved improperly that morning; but she 
Wfsnt about her household affairs, and or- 
oered every thing about the body with the 
most perfect serenity. Indeed, the servants 
remarked that they never saw her walk so 
upright, nor carry her head so high be* 
fore. 

But of all their griefs, there was none 
more sincere than that of honest Daniel, 
although, it must be confessed, it had some- 
thing in it bordering on the ludicrous. He 
was walking in the tup-park, when he saw 
Grizzy coming running toward him, always 
waving her hand as a signal for him to 
come, but so sore out of breath that she could 
not call. Daniel never regarded her, but 
kept on his step and whistled his air, smi- 
ling to himself at seeing how fat Grizzy was 
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][mffiiig. ^ Ye maqn come awa io^ sir^ di- 
rectly. Ye're wantit i' the house.** 

" Ay; ye may t^ll them that Til be 
th^e iwreseatly." 

" Naw, but ye mauu ?ome directly, sir. 
Ye maunna gang whistling your tune 
there*" 

" Whj^t's a' the hurry, ye jaud? What's 
a«teer now ?'* 

*^ Od, sir, there's naething good asteeT. 
It's Miss Elliot, aw fancy, that's the steer. 
She has coupit the bucket, it seems ; an's 
dead vera hastily." 

" Dead ? The woman's mad ! That's 
impossible." 

** ^aw, it's nae siccan a thing, sir. Come 
ye ai|' see. There's an awsome day yra- 
der, skirlin an' yowlin, an' rinnin but an' 
ben for winding-sheets." 

^^ Lord help me! Is the dear lassie 
really dead? Then they may a' do as they 
like for me. Oh dear ! oh dear ! I wish 
we have hae brought a bit favourite lamb 
frae its minny just to be it's death." 

Daniel took off his hat with the one hand, 

13 
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Iiung his head all on one side, and scratch- 
ed it with the other; and Grizzy, seeing 
the intensity of his grief, left hira, with an 
injunction to " come away/' He obeyed ; 
but his step, that but a minute before had 
the firmness of health, and the spring 
of independence, was now changed to a 
creeping, broken-down pace, as if every 
nerve had lost its elasticity. He entered 
the chamber of death with his hat in his 
hand ; his frame quite palsied ; his red jolly 
£ice all over freckled as with the measles ; 
hisnose the colour of blood, and his moutK 
wide open. Gatty kneeled at the bed-side 
and wept ; M*Ion was endeavouring to take 
her away and speak comfort to her, but he 
himself had the most need of comfort ; the 
two elder females were busied about the 
lovely corpse, which they had not yet begim 
to undress, so that Daniel was close at the 
bed-side ere any one perceived him. " Ah ! 
this is a heart-breaking dispensation, Mr 
Bell," said Mrs Johnson. 
^ God pity us ! What's to be done ?"" said 
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Daniel; ^^ Is she no like to cotne round 
again ?" 

" The vital spark is extinct,'* said Mrs 
Johnson. 

*^ Oh! I hope no! I hope no!" cried 
Daniel, in a bass voice of true pathos. 
'^ See, the bit canny face is just as bonny 
as ever. Keep your hands off her; or tak 
good tent an' dinna hurt her ; for I hope in^ 
the Lord she'll come about again. Mistress, 
tak ye care, for ye hae the heart of a dum- 
mont, an' had a' your life. I tell ye a' it's 
impossible she can be dead. — See, nurse ; 
I gar mysel' trow I see a smile forming on 
her face even now." 

** Your fond hope makes you believe 
so, sir. But it is too certain that it is all 
over' with her. There is no more re^anima* 
tion for this body below the sun." 

** Wed, but deal gently wi' her. Ye 
dinna ken. Him that made her at firsts 
an' made her sae good, can bring her round 
yet if he sees meet. An she be really gane, 
ye may do a' as ye like for me ! Had the 
poor bit lamb died at its mithef 8 side, T 
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couM hae home the loss. But for us to pu' 
it into an unco pasture, an' haud a' its bits 
o' yearnings and longings at nought, is what 
rU ne'er win aboou as hing as I'm a man. 
Oh, wae's me ! wae's me ! The like o' you 
diana ken. But it's sae natural for a mo- 
therless lamb to tak up wi' ony creature 
thaf s kind to it, that it gaes to my heart to 
tUnk how she has been guidit ! An' I widi 
her dear heart hasna been broken at the 
last" 

As he said these last words, he cast an in- 
dignant and reproving look at his bettex half; 
who, fearing the turn that his lament was^ 
like to take, deemed it high time to inter- 
pose. ^ Mr Bell, have you no sense of pro- 
poety or decorum ?" said she. " Why will 
you stand palavering there, and deterring 
us from laying out the body? I assure you 
it is more than time that it were d<me al- 
ready. I therefore beseech the gentlemen 
to withdraw." 

M^Ion departed, taking his lady with 
him; but Daniel still lingered, kokmg 
wistfully at the bed. Mrs Johnson &ym- 
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pathizing mih Jmn, uncovered the face of 
the deceased once more. Daniel stooped 
down and looked at it earnestly ; and, per* 
ceiving that all earthly hope was lost, the 
big tears began to drop amain. He then 
kissed the pale lips and both the cheeks ; 
and as he turned away, he wiped his eyes 
hard with the sleeve of bis coat,^ and said 
these impressive words, " Fareweel, dear 
lamb ! We'll maybe never meet again." 

The funeral, by Melon's desire, was con- 
ducted with great pomp andsplendour, as be- 
came that of the sister of a Highland Chief; 
^nd it was not tiU after the performance of 
that last duty, that he informed his friends- 
how hehad seen thatcatastrophe approaching 
from the third or foiurth day after their ar- 
rival at Bellsbumfoot : That she was then 
seized with a hectic fever, which brought 
on a rapid consumption, of a nature that no 
anodyne could counteract: That he had pre- 
tended illness himself, in order to have the 
advice of the first medical person of the na- 
tion ; for her disease was of that complex- 
ion that the least serious al^m, or agitation 
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of spirits, had a tendency to prove &tal : 
And that he was not thoroughly satisfied 
in his own mind, that something of that na- 
ture had not occurred, hastening her Utter 
end. Daniel looked at his dame, Gatty at 
her mother; but an expresnve shake of her 
head kept both silent, which was a great 
mercy for their broken-hearted kinsman's 
peace of mind. 
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CIRCLE VIL 



A GLOOMY despondency now brooded 
over the family at Bellsbumfoot, and no pro- 
spect appeared that the cloud was soon going 
to disperse. Daniel sauntered about from 
morning till night, but he never once look- 
ed into the tup-park. He would not so 
much as look out at the window that faced 
the enclosure, nor whistle a tune above his 
breath ; but as he jogged along, his breath 
was for the most part inadvertently modu- 
lated into one or other of his favourite old 
pastoral airs. Melon's attention, now that 
he had no other care to divide it, at least 
no care that attention could alleviate, was 
wholly devoted to his lady. There was no 
endearment that man could bestow, of 
which this affectionate young Chief fell 
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. short; and there was none so much delight- 
ed with this as Mrs Bell, who seemed to 
feel the loss of Cherry as one feels an en- 
largement in their capacity, or sphfere of mo- 
tion ; and dear as her release from a certain 
check on her grandeur and felicity was 
bought, she really seemed to enjoy it for a 
time. 

Alas ! how insufficient are all human ef- 
forts in the attainment of felidty, if these 
be not founded on virtue and goodness! 
Providence so willed it, that this cold- 
hearted woman's triumph should be but of 
ishort and clouded duration. Her daughter 
was, indeed, soothed by her husband's deli- 
cate attentions, but still, on her part, there 
seemed something wanting. She was nev^ 
delighted. She would at one time fix on 
her husband a look of the most indescri- 
bable fondness and affection, but in a very 
short time she never failed to take her eyes 
away, as if her mind were irresistibly drawn 
to something else ; while every abstracted 
look that settled on Melon's face, told ex- 
pressly what the feelings were within, '' that 
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he was bom to be unhappy, and to renda* 
others so.** 

The reader is now sufficiently acquaint- 
ed with the characters of this family group, 
to conceive, in some degree, the difierent 
sensations of the two parents, when M'lon 
one morning informed them, in a flood of 
tears, that his adored lady was in a most 
perilous state of health, — ^that he accounted 
it undutiful in him to withhold the secret 
longer from their knowledge, but that she 
was fast following her cousin to the grave, 
if the goodness of her constitution did not 
facilitate some extraordinary and immedi- 
ate change. 

If there is a pang beyond all redress, it is 
the assurance that a beloved object is about 
to be taken from us, which no human aid 
can save or restore. Once the blow is struck, 
hope springs away with the parting breath 
to another state of existence, indiQging in 
dreams of friture communion till sorrow of- 
ten expands to a twilight of joy, — ^but here 
the sorrow is inexpressible. Daniel recei- 
ved the information in profound silence,— -it 
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seemed a long time ere his mind oonld mea- 
sure the extent of the calamity^^t could 
only take it in by small degrees at a time, 
but these still expanded as it advanced, un- 
til at last he came in idea to a new-made 
graven and himself at the head of it ! and all 
beyond that appearing to Daniel an unex- 
plored blank, he lifted up his eyes as if to 
look what could be seen &rther away. That 
was the first motion he made after his son-in- 
law communicated to him the woful intel- 
ligrace; and it being the genuine emotion 
of a feeling heart, there was a sublimity in 
it He was about to speak, but was inter- 
rupted by his experienced and infallible 
dame. 

'^ I am highly amused at your rueful 
looks, Mr M*Ion," said she, " and at the 
melancholy tone in which you have made 
us acquainted with this profound secret. 
How little you know about new-married la- 
dies of her age ! I assure you I should not 
be much satisfied to see my daughter look 
otherwise than she does." 

" Ooh?" cried Daniel, fixing his bent 
E 2 
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eyes on his son-'in-law fbr an answer. 
'' Ooh ? Lord send her bodings to be true ! 
What do ye say to that, su:? Thennstress 
is gayan a;uld farrant about women focks ?" 

M'lon shook his head. Daniel leaned 
his down on his open hand, and, with a deqi 
groan, said, ^' Oh dear me ! I'm feared PU 
never can stand this storm ! When ane 
comes on early i* the winter of life, it may 
be borne; but when they fa' late i' the year, 
after the Candlesmas o' ane's age, they're 
unco ill to bide. I find my fleece o' warld- 
ly hope is growing unco thin now,— the 
win' an' the drift blaw cauld round my 
peeled head, an' the snaw's already heart- 
deep around me." 

M*Ion was affected. Mrs Bell again 
began to treat the thing with levity, but her 
ison-in-law checked her by assuring her, that, 
to his sorrow, he was too well assured of the 
imminence of his dear lady's danger, and 
no stranger to the nature of her disease; 
and he recommended, above all things, that 
the family should join their efforts to pre^ 
Vent her from falling into lowness of spirits; 
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imfl nar^ once in be; presence to drop a 
hint of her dang^, or the ilfaiess by which 
she was affected. 

Theircauticm proved of no avail, for Gatty 
was quite aware of her danger herself; but 
^e family were playing at cross^purposes : 
<latty was endeavouring to keep her illness 
a secret from her husband and parents, f<»: 
fear of giving them distress, and they were 
keeping it from h^, lest its effect on her q)i- 
rits might prove fatal. But with Mrs John- 
son she passed no leisure hour without c(m- 
versing about her approaching end ; and it 
was then that the character of that estimable 
young lady began to be fully developed. 
From the time that she felt her heart 
isiiackled in the bonds of love^ her character 
may have appeared capricious; for it did so 
to herself. But when once she perceived,^ 
or deemed she perceived, her dissolution ad- 
vancing on h^ apace, she gave v^ without 
repining, all the vanities of this life ; all her 
bopes of rank, honours, and estimations, as 
weU as conjugal love, the dearest of alL 
Few ever attained a suifianit more estima^ 
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ted; but it had been gamed by meamrihftt 
left a corroding wound behind^ and soon ap- 
, prized faer that the anticipated felicity was 
not to be long enjoyed* Her cousin's death 
had made a deep impression on her mind, 
but it had also left her a les^oa of resigna* 
tion whidi she determined on copyings with<i- 
out vain complaints, and without repining. 
The only thing that dwelt with a continual 
weight on her mind, was the spiritual wd- 
fare of the friends she wa43 going to leave 
behind; but with all her art, she could no^ 
fon a long while, draw away any of them 
into religious discussion, save Mrs Jdbn« 
son. Her husband waived it as a study de>* 
trimental to her spirits. Her mother ap- 
proved of religion, and attended its or^ 
nances with all decent ceremony; but went 
no farther, hers not being the religion qf 
the heart. Daniel believed religion to be 
^n exceedingly good thing, and held it in 
due reverence; but then he knew very little 
about it His father had kept up family 
worship at Bellsbumfoot as long as he lived, 
and Daniel had always joined him in »ng-* 
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iDg the psalm with full swing of vdoe, and 
when the old man's eyes b^n to fail, read 
the chapter for him ; but these had been the 
extent of honest Daniel's private devotions. 
And as to the public duties of religion, they 
had been attended to in the accustomed 
way : That is to say, he rode down to his 
parish-church every good day, took his cor- 
ner^seat in the breast of the gallery, and one 
leashing quid of tobacco after another,** 
thought about the breeds of tups, prices of 
wedders, wool, and crock ewes, till the ser- 
vice was over ; and having thus attended* to 
it with all manner of decency, he chatted 
with his companions all the way home, took 
his dinner and quantum of whisky toddy ; 
then, after taking a walk in the tuprpark 
before evening, he came in and stretched 
himself on the sofa, thoroughly convinced 
m his own mind that religion was an ex* 
eeedingly good thing. He even once went so 
far as to remark to Mrs Malcolm, that '' it 
was a grand thing religion ! an'," added he, 
" what wad we be an we wantit it ? Nae 
better than a wheen heathen savages." 
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From the hour of his niece's decease Da* 
niel became an altered man, even in his 
Sunday deportment and exercises. He did 
^ not now think of his worldly affairs in the 
churchy or, if he did, he soon checked such 
thoughts, and tried all that he could to take 
hold of what the Doctor was saying, though 
not always with certain effect And now^ 
the dread that his only daughter and daa^ 
ling child might so soon be snatched from 
him, and hurled into another state of ex« 
istoice^ awakened still farther conviction 
within him, that some provision was abso* 
lately necessary for futurity, — that he must 
set about seeing after a Jacob's ladder, as 
he called it ; for he found there was some** 
thing within him that rebounded £rom the 
idea that the cold grave was to be his eter** 
nal resting place. The nature of man is 
sudi, that he must be reaching at something 
heyond the present, — ^he is the being of fui 
tore hope, and, without that, his happi- 
ness is a dwelling founded on the sand^ 
a striking verification of these sublime words. 
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'' The rains desoended^ and the floods 
came; and the winds blew, and beat upon 
that honse that it fell» and the ruin there- 
of w^ great" Daniel found himseilf grop- 
ing his way on a path that ^ided in a pit- 
fall, and would gladly have gone in search 
of another that evaded it, could he have got 
hold of a proper one. He was in this frame 
of mind when the following conversation 
took place between his daughter and Mrs 
Johnson i-r^ 

" How does my dear young lady feel this 
morning?" 

'^ Better and better. I have beeQ taking 
a review of my past life this morning, and 
am utterly ashamed of my frivolity ; but I 
have humbled myself, and asked forgive^ 
ness. I fall the victim of Love ; and, alas! 
I fear that another has likewise fallen the 
victim of that love of mine, which must 
therefore be unhallowed. I will never try 
to cancel it from my heart ; but I have been 
trying to endear it still farther by a tie <>f 
a more refined and heavenly nature." 

" AH thy thoughts, that are truly thine 
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own, are genile, amiable^ and refined ; and 
blessed is he who is the object of them !" 
said Mrs Johnson, f* O, methiqks, what a 
virtuous and exalted race shall proceed froxn 
this union between thee and my son !" 

*' That is a cruel remark^ dearest nurse ; 
the cruellest word you ever said to me! 
There you have touched the only chord that 
could yet bind me for a season to the sor* 
rows and sins of mortal life. To have been 
the mother of a blooming and virtuous off-* 
springy — to have nursed a young Diarmid 
at my breast, and watched the kindling 
glance and manly features of the father in 
those of a lovely and loving baby,^ — ^would 
have been a joy indeed ! So I have thought, 
and so I feel at this moment. Nay, could 
I have but lived to give birth to such a 
treasure, to kiss him, and bless him in the 
name of the Most High, I have thought I 
could have died happy and contented. But 
the view is a false one, and seen through the 
medium of human passion. These would 
all have been but ties to bind me faster to 
a state in which I have ceased to treasure 
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my hopes. You will not believe me, Mrs 
Johnson, or you would pretend not to do 
so; but I have but a* very few weeks, and 
probably but a very few days, to live : and 
now I am resolved, that my whole remain- 
ing time shall be spent in the most strenu- 
ous endeavours to draw those I love and 
honour to a sight of their undone state by 
nature, and to take hold of the only Rock 
of Redemption that is placed before them, 
so tiiat we may all meet and be happy to- 
gether in another world.** 

Mrs Johnson, finding she could not 
change the bent and current of her ador- 
ed daughter-in-law's thoughts, commended 
them, and had some hopes, that her ardour 
in siu^h an exercise might give her new mo- 
tives of action, and a new energy to her 
frame. 

Gatty again assailed her husband private- 
ly, but he still waived the subject by ac- 
quiesdng in all her sentiments; and she 
found, that when he was disposed to make 
any remark, he was mudi more capable of 
leaching hear, than she was of teaching hini« 
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She tried her mother again and again; but 
she remamed severdy and immovably the 
same. But when she came to converse se- 
riously with her father, of whom she had 
the least hope of all, she found, that he now 
b^an to pay deep attention to her words^ 
to utter awkward responses to her pious 
sayings, and hang on them with a kind of 
drowsy and confiised delight* Her endea- 
vours after her Other's conversion then be- 
came incessant. She pointed out pieces of 
Scripture to him, which he read aloud ^irith 
deep interest and strong feeling, wondering 
that he had never found them out before ; 
and, in a few days, she had him praying 
privately with her in her chamber. Daniel 
had never tried that holy exercise before; 
and certainly performed it in as awkward a 
manner as may be; for he had nothing but 
some old sentences of his father's prayer, 
half remembered, and some of the Doctor's 
forenoon ones, which he mixed up in a mess 
together, in a manner so confiised and un- 
meaning, that it would have made any other 
person save his daughter Ic^e all hold (^ 
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gxsmty^ To her ihey were words of aweet- 
nesfi and delight^ for she viewed them as the 
fisi^ firuits of a new existence ; and^ partly 
to please her, he persevered daily in the 
exercise, until at length he grew strongly 
interested in it himself, and had constantly 
some new sentences, picked out of Scripture^ 
or Harvey's Meditations among the Tomhs, 
introduced into his prayer, till by degrees 
it began to bear some similarity to one. 
The rest of the family kept purposely away j 
but the word soon spread among the ser*- 
vants of their master's conversion, at which 
some of them were much rgoiced, but others 
viewed the news with contrary sensations,~- 
as witness the following conversation be- 
tween Bavie Shiel and the kitchen-wo^ 
man: — 

" What think ye can be the reaison^ 
Grizzy, that our young lady is grown sae 
ower-the-matter religious ?" 

** Aw kens noughts about strunts an* mir* 
ligoes. What's the reason that the merlie 
sings clearest whan the eggs are chippin' ?" 
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^^ Ah, Grizzy, Grizzy ! I doubt ye hae a 
deep meaning there." 

*^ Ay ; a scart's as gude as a howlet ony 
day, an' a buck as a braid sow. Commend 
me to a white saster, and her to the Dun- 
dee croon ; what sets ane, misgoggles ano- 
ther." 

" Na» weel I wat, lassie, that-s true ye 
say; for aince a woman taks a whim, aye 
the madder she's on't the better. An' it may 
set her weel enough to &st an' pray ; but 
the warst thing ever she did in her life, was 
the making o' our maister religious. I can- 
na pit up wi' that ava. I'm sure it wad just 
^t as weel on the toop Charlie as on him." 

'* Aw can tell ye what wad sit better nor 
ony o' them, an' wad be a better sight too, 
an' that's a great lade o' meal on an ox's 
back, an' him gaunchin first at the tae end, 
an' than at the tither, to try to get out a 
mouthfii'." 

^' Hey-gontrins, but ye ir a queer ane !— 
But I can tell you ae thing ; an he dinna 
look better after his sheep than he's like to 
do, I'll gang an' leave baith him an' them." 
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** That wad be a sight worth seeing in- 
deed. Did ye ever see a cat rin awa after 
a fleein' craw, an' leave a dead bull-trout?" 

'* No.** 

" Na, I trow no, lad. The ferly's i* the 
spleughan, no i' the spence. — ^Aih, wow me ! 
I wonder whan maidenheads will come as 
kigh as three balance farthing the ounce ? 
or gin they maun still keep up to the price 
6' the minister's meal ?" 

" Ye gang aye dean ayont me, Grizzy ; 
I canna sae muckle as keep sight o' ye, 
ye're sae doons clever. But I wad like to 
ken what ye think o' this franazy about re- 
ligion ; for I think an you an' I set our 
faces against it, we'll either pit a stop tiU't, 
or swee^t aff at a side." 

'' Aw kens noughts about it ; but aw 
thinks, an the kirk-sessions war awa', it wad 
be a gayan comfortable maundril religion. 
But they're a sair drawback on't! They 
just sour like a clotch o' soot i' the side o' 
ane's parritch bicker. A rough barn-door 
maks red-headit hens, an' red-headit hens 
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wad soon turn dockers. That's ma notion 
o' things."' 

"Hout, Gri2zy, woman! I aux ye a 
question in ae sense, an' ye answ^ it in 
another. It is ahout our maister that Fm 
concerned; an' I think you an' I might 
spean hun frae his prayers an' his sawms." 

'' That wadna he fair, lad. When there's 
a Jacob's lether wantit to speel to the booner 
flat, wad ye gar a man &' by the gate an' 
brik his neck? It strikes me, that auld 
Dan is right unlike winning to the storey 
aboon the ceiling, but it's fair to let him 
try. If ane climbs to a nest that there are 
nae eggs in, he has naething fort but to 
keek in an' come down again." 

" Something maun be done, Grizzy, <nr a' 
things about this town mil gang to confu- 
sion. A masters e'£ ^ouUei's the darg ; an' 
ilka ane is nae sae mensefu' as you an' me. 
We maun hae him speaned frae this pray- 
ing ccfficem, or else he'll mak fools o' usb'." 

'* Aw thinks, be!ll hae nae grit steek wi' 
some o' us." 
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" I i»aun first hear how he comes on, 
Grizzy, for that's the greatest curiosity I 
hae in tibe world ; an' if I find he maks a 
babble o't, as I ken he will, I'll tax him 
wi't, an' try to open his een to his interest. 
Now, Grizzy, my dear, ye ken I hae a re- 
spect for you ^" 

" Aih, wow me ! what's a' this ? I wuss 
we maunna grow dizzy, an' coup ower wi' 
this.blawin' i' our lug! An the wind an' 
the rain gang contrair ane anither, the swaird 
may get a double droukin' in ae night, an' 
wow but that will be braw ! What's to be 
the upshot o' a' this dear an' ^pectf — a 
puddin' an' a pint o' broo, aw fancy ?" 

*\ It is just that ye will tak me to som:e 
preevat place, where I can hear a' my mais- 
ter's religious exercises, an', if possible, see 
how he 'means himsel." 

" What win ye gie me, then ?" 

" Why, m gie you an hour's courtin' i' 
the hay nook; and then, whatever comes 
round, we ken baith the best and the warst 
o't." 

" Tell me the warst o't, or I promise." 
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^' The warst o't is marriage, Giizzy, lass ! 
—marriage, ye ken." 

'* Aih, wow me ! but the best maun be a 
braw thing ! — Say nae mair, but think wed ; 
and, harkye, gin ony body miss ye out o' 
the ha* at e'en, ye may say ye were awa' 
fishing cods an' lobsters ; but daft as Grizzy 
is, she's no the fool to be catched wi' your 
bait. Aih, wow me! an the swan should 
caickle in the gainder's nest, there wad be a 
dainty tichel o' gedings !" 

Grizzy left the ewe-herd in a trice, caper- 
ing and casting him a haughty glance, about 
which Davie was not much cast down^ for 
he knew the kitchen-woman's weak side 
from long acquaintance. Accordingly, when 
the rest of the servants were bound to bed, 
she desired him to • ' stay, an' gie her shoe a 
steek ;" and, as soon as they two were left by 
themselves, she conducted him up to a dark 
doset, that served as a wardrobe for gende* 
men's dothes, &c. and which was separated 
from the chamber where M'lon and his 
lady dept only by a thin partition : for be 
it considered, that Gatty did not now deep 

20 
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m her lUtle neat ganet^rbam, lut in iisi 

best room of the second storej mtli her hxB^ 

htmdk Im this room there was a fire kept 

aU die day, and it often served the laAea 

as a drawing-room. It had likewise now 

heoMne oostomaiy for Daniel to accompany 

his daughter thither every night, to spend 

some time with her in devotion ; mA she 

kna^ged so much fox that sweet hour, that 

dke often called him away full early in the 

evauBg. Th^e was no door between the 

daadc ckHset and the kige bed-room, but 

Grsszy had contrived a small aperture be« 

hiiid the edge of the curtain^ some yearo 

previous to this, for quite a diflSerent pur« 

pwe than listening to pray^s. It had beea 

&raied, according to some of her malicious: 

Qsigllbour servant-maids' account, for set* 

tling assignations with a certam waggish 

gentleman that once slept there. Bb that 

as H may^ into that closet Grizzy introduced 

the wmm shepherd;, and^ i^r hanging 

aUr lound him- mantles and great*coats, so 

t^.he eouU not he seen if any body en« 

¥i»U» lit T 
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tered, she left him, to attend in the kitchen, 
lest she should he called. 

The family were at supper when Gviszy 
conducted her lover to his listening^place; 
and» $s she knew they would, Daniel and 
his daughter retired £rom tahle straight to 
the hed^chamher, leaving the rest in the 
parlour^ where they always remained till his 
^ return. Davie had a half view of the table 
at which the two were to be placed There 
were a couple of Bibles on it^ k large and a 
small one ; and, as Gatty placed the light 
on the table, she opened the large Bible^ 
sought out a certain psalm^ and laid the 
book down open before her fitthet^s seat 
Davie perceived a serenity, as well as ati 
animated glow, on her face, that he wonder* 
ed at, and thought to himself, *' That 
wench is gone crazed about religion."' Old 
Daniel came next in his sight, — took his 
seat,— set up his jolly broad &oe, noiftr a> 
good deal emaciated, — ^pUt on his speeta- 
cfes, — and, turning to Uie Bible, he tried 
three or fyui times whether he saw best 
through the glasses or over them* Davie, 
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tdio sincerely loved his inaster^ judging ifctuA 
droll experiment to proceed from mere awk« 
wardness, and a consciousness tbat he knew 
not what to do next, was moved with de^ 
S[dte at him, and almost quaked t6 hear 
hkn hegin. *^ Auld gouk!" said Davie 
to himself, '' I wish ye war a hunder miles 
off! Yte're ower lang o' setting up for a 
reader an' a pra^^er. The sheep-fauld an' 
the ewe-bught wad set ye better ; an' though 
I'm far frae Ughtlifying religion, yet I think 
I could hae trustit to your honest heart for 
heaven, without making a great bayhay 
about it at the hinder-end." 

" Wha'e do you wish that we should sing 
the night ?" said Daniels Gatty pointed 
to die 23d verse of the 73d psalm, and de-^ 
dred him first to read and then sing four 
varses there. He read them slowly and dis- 
tinctly, and then, looking over the specta- 
des, he said^ •* That's very beautiful. I 
remember of liking weel to hear that read 
an' sung langsyne." 

*' Yes, dear father^ it Is beautiful,'' re» 
tumed she. ^^ It is even grand and sublime 
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|)eyo9d conception^ partifsulaiiy tp a dying 
person/' Danid looked hef l^n^d ip Hkp 
f»ce ; he bad not the power o? the h§»rt to 
znake any renmrki but he read t^e 94th 
verse aver again aloud, and tbfn ^ two 
following in an qnder voice, shakinghis liMid 
f^t every linOf He was t}km proceeding tQ 
is^ng the verses, hnt she stopped him» mA 
said, ** !Po you rememher all those parts (d 
tbe psalms which ypu and J have sung to- 
gether, father ?'* 

'' I canna just say that I do," said Da^ 
niel. 

'' I wish particularly that you shonld 
remember them," said $b?» -' And, for that 
piurpose, I b^TC marked them xpund, with 
1^ ink, in hopes that you will sotnetiqi^ 
sii^ them again for n^y sake, I catmot 
think of heing forgotten in piy father's 
bouse," 

^' 1% will be lang afore ye he foigpttm, 
gang when an"* where you will, my woman," 
said Daniel. 

*' I bf{v® had so much delight in these 
little devotional exereises with you," said 
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fihe, *' that I desire to go over all these lit* 
tld portions of the psalms once more with 
my father^ while I have a quiet opportuni- 
ty. There are not many of them." 

•* An there were a hundred, Tm sure 1*8 
no weary," said Daniel. 

She then began at tlie 6th psalm, a part 
of which was marked, and went on through 
aQ the portions they had sung together, ma^ 
kii^ her father always read them over him« 
self, to fix them somewhat in his memory. 
She did the same with the portions of Scrips 
tttire, only they did not read them over to* 
gether, but she shewed him that she had 
them all marked for his future remem* 
branee. Daniel was very much affected, 
for he knew what she adverted to, and a 
great deal more about her case than she 
imagined; but he was afiraid of the subject, 
and said, by way of putting it off, ^' But^ 
Gatty, my dear, I thought I saw some parts 
of the psalms marked with red ink in the 
same way as the rest, that you passed by, 
an* that I ken we didna sing thither.'' 

She smiled in his &ce and remained si- 
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lent»— 4111 answer seemed hanging on her 
tongue, but she lacked the power to give it 
utterance. Daniel perceived her hesita* 
ting mood, and continued waiting for an an- 
swer, looking one while over the glasses and 
another while through them, straight in her 
fiifie, in the same way that Dr Jamieson waits 
for an answer to a home question. There 
IS no manner of questioning so hard to with- 
stand as this. One must give a positiye 
answer to it, eyen though it be by confess- 
ing one's ignorance or enror. It is irresist* 
ible, and so it proved in the present in- 
stance. '* These axe the verses we have yet 
to sing," said she, '^ and you might also 
have remarked that they are all numbered. 
See, these are all the numbers as they have 
followed^ and are to follow each other ; and, 
look,^ dear &ther, this is the last, (and she 
pointed to the 5th verse of the Slst psalm.) 
See, there is but one verse marked for sing- 
ing that night, because, perchance, there 
may be others here besides you and me." 
^^ I do not understand you««-*not in the 
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least," said he ; '^but I shall endeavour ibo 
do all diat you bid me.'* 

She again looked in his face; and then, 
taking his hand in both hers, said, with a 
smile of the most fiHal tenderness, ^' I have 
a secret to tell you, dearest father, which I 
should have told you long ago, had it not 
been out of regard for your present peace 
and comfort, and I beg that you will re- 
oeive it with the same calm and christian 
resignation that I have borne it You and 
I have very soon to part/' 
- Daniel's blood ran cold within him. He 
oQuld not look in her &ce^ but he loojced 
down to the Bible, and, with a deep-^drawn 
fiigh, answered her in these words : ^* We 
maun part when the Lord wilL" 

" Amen !" said she. " That is spoken 
like a man and a Christian ! And now, fiu 
tber, I warn you that my dissolution is 
drawing on apace, and all the skill of mor- 
tal man cannot protract my existence one 
hour. I have had frequ^t warnings of my 
great change both in my body.and spirit, 
and now it is nigh at hand, ev^ at the 
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cbor* My days and hours, like those of aU 
mankind, were numbered ere ever I ytbm 
horn ; but now their number has beea dis- 
closed to my longing soul." 

" Dinna let ony o' thae second-sight vi* 
sictns craze your head, an' shorten your days^ 
my bairn," said Daniel. ^' The doctors 
i^y that these things rise frae what they ca' 
the nerves, an' shouldna be regaxdit. Ye 
ken ye spak to me about dying in Edm^ 
t>urgh ; an' I think it isna that &ir in you 
to be sae|fond of dying ; for I'm sixre t^ere 
are few ifbose life might be a greater Uess- 
ang baith to hersel an' ithers. I hope, for 
xay/paxt, that you'll live to see a little no- 
ble Heeland grandson (f mine lay auld Da^ 
niel Bell's right shoulder in the grava" 

'^^ That has not been the will of m^ Cre- 
ator, and what he wills must be right," said 
die. " No offspring of mine must you ever 
aee, father* I must go down to the emrth 
as one who hath never been. I spoke ta 
you of my death in Edinburgh, because from 
the moment I went diere I had a presenti- 
ment that the dtuation in which I found 
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myself placed was to bring on my death. It 
has done so; and yet there was a danger that 
I did not see. The joys and anticipations 
of E& are now over with me. 1 do not hid 
yott believe me, but only request that you 
will bear in mind, that your Gatty says she 
bdieves, that early on the next Sabbath 
morning, between the first and third crow- 
ing of the cock, she shall be lying on that 
bed a lifeless corse, and her friends weeping 
around her.** 

** Tha^ e*en a dismal belief, but it's a 
thing that I downa believe, nor yet think 
about," said Daniel. '* If the skeel of a' 
the doctors, an' the prayers of a' the good an' 
a* the righteous, can stand ye in ony stead**-— 

She interrupted his passionate dedama- 
tion by laying her hand on his arm, and 
saying, " Hold, dear father!— that is, of all 
other things, the one I desired most to speak 
to you concerning ; and I warn you, that 
no apothecary's drugs, these great resorts o£ 
the &ithless and the coward, shall ever come 
mthin my lips. They may render my life 
comfortless by qualms and vapours, but they 
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cannot add to my estistenoe one holir or one 
moment. That is in the hand of t^e Al- 
mighty; and to his awards I bow witii hum- 
ble submission, without repining, and mth- 
out a murmur. Nay, believe me, father, I 
will take my last look of this world of an- 
xiety, sin, and suffering, with a joy that I 
have no words to describe; and with a hope 
of future communion that is likewise inex* 
pressible as far as r^ards myself but is 
marred by some fears on account of those I 
love, for without their fellowshun my joy 
would be incomplete. So thinks and so 
feels poor human nature. But be tbat as it 
may, none of your self-sufficient doctors, 
with their hums and their haws, their shakes 
of the head, wise prescriptions, and Latin 
labels, for me. All wiIlM>'-wisps to engen- 
der false hopes, lead the poor benighted 
soul astray, and leave it on the quaking^ 
linking fen. Neither will I have any thing 
to do with the exhortations of your formal 
divines, who come on a forced journey sore* 
ly against the will of man and horse, and re* 
peat to me that which they have said ta 
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eireary p^son in the same circumstances siilce 
tiiey took up the trade, and pray for me what 
they have prayed for thousands. To my 
own lipsy and to those of my husband and 
parents, shall all my petitions to the throne 
of grace be confined. I would rather kneel 
with you, and join in a petition from the 
heart, however simple the expression, than 
in the most sublime effusion of the learned 
pedagogue, who addresses Heaven in words 
of predous length and sonorous cadence, to 
set off his own qualifications." 

'* Ye war aye inclined to rin to extremes 
in every thing a' your days, my bairn," said 
Daniei ** Your spirit has often brought 
me in mind of a razor that's ow^ thin 
ground, an' ower keen set, whilk, instead of 
being usefii' an' serviceable, thraws in the 
edge, or is shattered away til a saw, an' 
maun either be thrown aside as useless, or 
ground up anew. Now, my dear bairn, an 
this thin an' sensitive edge war ground off 
ye awee on the rough hard whinstone of af« 
flietion, I think ye will live to be a blesa« 
ing to a' concerned wi' ye." 
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*^ I oerer iiesrd ou^t isaid mair ptfe:to 
Ae purpose on' I ims bom!" uadDavieto 
lihuself. 

. ^ la your prayers for me to-night, andll&e 
&w nights we have to be to^g^ther, ficdiert" 
said Gatiy^ ^ I mtreat that you will oist 
intercede with the Almighty to lengthen 
«iit my days. That is a matter decided and 
acquiesced in,—«a register sealed, no more to 
be opened*'^ 

. ^' I maun hae my ain way, or else £ can- 
na pray a word,** said DanieL ** My petU 
tkms caana be confined to ae subject, nor 
iwae, nor three, nor maybe half a doami; 
&r what comes boonmost maun be. out, or 
there I stick, lookin o'er my shoulder like 
Lot's wif^ an' nev^r win farther. Butthat^s 
ae thing ye may be sure o', whatever I ask 
for on your account will aye be &ae the 
heart." 

^^ That I know weU, dear father," return- 
ed she, " and that makes your homely pmy* 
ers to me so sweet.^ 

The two now pisooeeded to ihei^ devo- 
tions. They sung together, the four 
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preseribed so sweetly, that the shepherd 
eould not hdp joining erery strain, below 
hifi breath. Daniel read a chapter pointed 
oat to Urn in the Gospel with so mnch sim^ 
]^ seiionsneis, that the dread of his master 
bonglingdivine exercise by d^ees vanished 
fimn Davie's heart, and he only longed to 
join in the sacred service. The father and 
daughter kneded together, and so hdy.dad 
the occasion seem, and so abstracted £roni 
dl earthly hopes, that the hind, in his oon-^ 
ceaiment, who came to pick out faults, per« 
hops to lai^h, could not abstain from kned-* 
mg along with them ; and it is only from 
his report that the following notes of Da* 
Biers prayer for that evening were taken. 

*^ O Lord, it's but unco seldom that I 
eome fanrklin afore you, to fash ye wi' ony 
poor petitions o' mine ; for I hae been aye 
o'er upUftit an' massy about ought that ye 
gae me to complain; an' whan ye were 
pleased to tak ought frae me, I held my 
tongue. I hae aye countit mysel dean nn« 
wordy o' bdng heard, ^ ony way tentit by 
Ac a good bdng as thou art» an' therefore 
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I didixa like to come yammerm an' whiaiQ 
afore ye every hour o' the day» for this thing 
an' the tither thing. Ye ken weeL your- 
seP it was out oV nae disrespect, but I 
thought it was unco selfish like to be bi^le* 
hagglin a hale lifetime for &vours to a pow 
ftail worm, an' frae ane wha kend a' my 
wants sae wed, an' whom I never yet dis- 
trustit. But now, indeed, my good Lwd 
an' Master, the time is corned that I maun 
expostulate with ye a wee, an' ye're no to 
tak it ill. There are some things that the 
heart of man can neither thole, nor his head 
comprehend, an' then he's obliged to oome 
to you. Now, I'm no gaun to pr% an' 
agleba:gan wi' ye as ye war a Yorkshlire- 
man, but just let ye hear the plain request, 
an' the humble judgment of a poor auld 
sinfii' man. 

*' Ye hae gi'en me wealthy an' just. as 
muc^e wit as to guide it, an' nae Jiiair, Ye 
hae gi'en me a wife that's just sic; an' sae,^ 
but^ on the hale, about up wi' the average 
Oads, price that's gaun i'^the countr}% Ye 
hae gi'en me twa sons of whom I hae nae 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



OF WOMAN. 185 

rewn to comjiBin, but mony reasons to 
tbmk ye for. But ye gae me a daughter 
tfaat has aye been tiie darling o* my heart, 
the very being of a' others for whom I wish* 
ed to £ve, an' on whom I wished to confer 
favours. My heart was gratefii' to yod&r 
the gift; an' if I haena expressed my 
thankfulness as I should hae done, it was a 
heavy crime, but I canna help it. , An' now 
thou's threatenin to take this precious gift 
frae me again, in the very May-flower o' 
life, an' the bud o' yirthly hope an' beauty. 
Is this like the doing of a father an' a friendi? 
An I were to gie my son Joseph a bonny 
ewe-lamb, the flower o' the flock, an' gin he 
w^e to accept o' the gift, au' be thankfii' 
for it, — ^how wad it look in me afterwards, 
when the pretty thing was just come to its 
prime, if I war to gang yont the hill an' 
hund the dogs on it till they pu'd the life 
out o't, an' then take the bouk to mysel' ? 
What wad my son Joseph say to that? 
I iMnk he wad hae reason to complain, an' 
I wad be laith to do it. The case is tho^ 
roughly my ain.— An' now, O my graoiout 
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an' kind Father, dinna tak my bit favourite 
lamb frae me sae soon. Dinna hnnd the 
dogs o' disease an' death on my darling, to 
pu' het precious life away ere ever the ril^^ 
ver cord be loosed, or the wheel broken 
in the cistern, — ere the bleat of the murt 
has been heard in the ha', or the dank o' 
the shears ower the head o' the shearling. 
What's to come o' ns a', an' especially 
what's to come o' auld Daniel Bell, an dKm 
take away this dear, this beloved thing, that 
is kneelmg before thee here at my side ? 
It's as muckle as a' our reasons an' a' our 
lives are worth, an' my weak sight can see 
nae &therly hand in sic an act. If thou 
canna stock heaven wi' bright an' beauteons 
spirits otherwise than at the expense o' 
bi^eaking parents' hearts, it strikes me that 
thou hast a dear pennyworth. But I am 
an Ignorant an' blind&uldit creature, an' 
canna faddom the least o' thy divine de* 
crees, an' I pray for forgiveness. — I ken thou 
wilt do a' for the best at the lang run, but 
tibe feelings that thou hast given deserve 
tome commiseration for the present I 
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tiiecc£iE6 beg an' impkxre of thee, far tii# 
sdce of hiu who died for the diildren of 
mesa, that thou wilt spaxemy cbildv Spare 
aa' recover her, O Lord, that she may Uto 
to ^ew forth thy praise in the hnd of the 
U'dng ; an' if thou wants a prop for ony o^ 
the sheds in the suburbs o' Heaven, I kea 
vdiae will stand thee in as good stead, an^ 
whae winna grudge yielding up his life for 
hsTB, but win willingly lay down his gray 
hairs in the grave in the place o* thjie bonny 
gooden locks. I hae nae heart ava to live 
without her, an* if, in despite of a' I can 
say, thou itrt still pleased to take her to thy^ 
gel', my neist request shall be, that thou 
take us a' off thegither, tag-rag an' bob* 
taiL If I be sinning in this reqpiest, it is 
becauise I ken nae better, an' I implore for4 
giveness ; but it is a father's earnest an^ 
heart-bleeding petitioli, that thou wilt spare 
the life of his dear child, an' restore h&c 
cmce more to the light of life, health, an* 

Joy- 

^ These are my preevat requests, the sen* 
timentso' my vn heart, an' it's the first time 
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I had ev^ the face to express them afore ye 
in my hamely mother tongue ; but mine's 
a ease o' great dread an' anxiety, an' ad- 
mits o' nae standin on stappin-stanes.— - 
There's nought for it but plashin through 
thick an' thin. If thou hast indeed re- 
y^aled to her spirit the secret of her dis* 
solution, I winna insist on ye brikking 
your word ; for I ken ye're neither like a 
Yorkshire woo'-man, nor a Galloway drover, 
to be saying ae thing the day an' another 
the mom. But I wad fain hope it is only 
a warning gi'en in kindness to lead to re- 
pentance, an' that ye intend makin a ISu 
neveh job o't after a'. In the faith o' this, 
an' of thy infinite mercy, I again implore 
of thee to grant me my darling's life, if at 
all consistrat with thy holy an' just de- 
brees. — ^An' this brings me to the second 
part of my unworthy discourse.— These are 
a father's sentiments, which he was debar- 
red from uttering, but cotdd not oontaan 
in his breast while on his knees before 
thee. We must now, at no more than five 
days after date, draw on thy bounty^ con- 
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junetly an* severally, for value reodved, al- 
though we must confess the ransom to have 
been paid by another, not by us. 

** O Lord, look down in merey an' com* 
passion upon us two poor mortal and dying 
creatures here kneeling before thee on the 
earth, the crumb-claith below thy throne,-^ 
an* for the sake o' the best day*s-man that 
ever took a job by the piece since the cr^^ 
tion o' the world, an* executed the sairest 
an' the hardest darg, grant us a remission 
of our manifold sins^ Into these mysteries 
o' man's salvation I darena, for my part, sae 
muckle as peep through the b(»rrel hole tf 
modem devices; but we hae baith sic a per- 
fect an* thorough dependence on thy father- 
fy love an' kindness, that we can never 
dread, nor think, nor dream of aught harsh 
or severe coming frae the beneficent hand 
that made us, — that has fed an' preserved 
us sae lang, an' made us a' sae happy wi' 
ane anither. Wae be to the captious 
tongue that wad represent thee as standing 
on flaws an' punctilios with the creatures of 
thy h^nd, even to the nineteenth part of 9 
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sfi:ae'is; baktic^ i9^m it is evident to a' n^^ 
ttffe, timt since the day thou created them, 
thou never had'st a thought in thy head 
4;bat hadna the improvement of the breeds 
baith in virtue an' happiness^ in view ! Our 
%ixks, nae doubt, are many in their number^ 
m! heinous in their nature; an' gin a' tales 
be true, they may be greater an' mair nu- 
merous than we ken ought about. But in 
this is our faith founded, that they bear nae 
mair proportion to thy mercy in an' through 
a Kedeemer, than the sand by that bom*- 
aide does to the everlasting mountains. If 
that pickle sand were sawn ower but the 
thousandth part o' the hills that surround 
it, it wad never be ken'd nor discovered to 
be there; an' nae mair wad our bits df bacb- 
&'ingS) an' shortcomings in duty, be disoo^ 
vered, if thrown into the boundless oceim if 
l?edeeming love. There will we set up our 
rest in the day of great adversity, an' there 
^U we place our Jacob's ladder that shall 
bear our steps to a bett^ country. 

^' But concerning this young person now 
bowing at thy foot«stool, what shall we say^ 
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or how 8h«ll we express OUT feeliiigi? She 
1$, indeed^ resigned to her latter ead^^ on* 
vejdce^ in the hope set hefore her« Alaai 
it isna sae ¥^' nte ! I hae a hankering &£ 
lier life that J canna get ahoon, an' i?vad 
^In hope that yell no just render a fiithes^a 
9gQtxfm' utter desolation completet JBut 
if thpu hast otherwise determined, Lmd 
help me to submit to the hlow» for I find I 
em nerer do it of myself. She has been a 
clear bairn to me; she has sat on my Imee; 
she has lain in my bosom» an' slq^it mih 
her aims around my neck ; an', as far aa I 
nmember, has never gi'en me a sair heart 
sin the day that thou gae her to me. But 
if I maun resign her, I maun resign her; 
tiiy will be done on earth, as it is in heayem 
Make her meet an' fit for that great an' 
swfu' change that sooner or later is await# 
ing her, which I darena mention, because I 
dinna comprehend it. Ane wad hae thought 
that happiness wa« pdled up for her, in tfait 
life, wit^iout ^d, an^ without. calcuktiaB ; 
Imt Within this wee while, I hae been made 
tb tremble, lest a' our fine fabric may hae 
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been sapped in its foundation, an' is sfca« 
king to its fall. ! I fear me, I fear me/ 
the cop-stane o^ that fabric was foully laid^ 
an' thou hast visited it heavily on our heads^ 
an' art about to visit it more heavily still, 
to shew us how little we know what is for 
our good. Perhaps^ in bitterness of spirit, 
she might herself pray to thee for that very 
eonsummation whieh has broken her heart, 
an' is now pressing her down to an early 
grave. If so, thou hast granted her request, 
but thou hast* granted it in displeasure. O 
all*mighty an' just God, who can fathom 
the depth of thy judgment? It is higher 
than heaven, what can we do ; it is deeper 
than hell, what can we understand? What 
shall we, or what can we, do to appease thy 
displeasure ? Shall I give my first*bom for 
my transgression, or the fruit of my body 
for the sin of my soul? If thou requirest 
it, I must ; but, in the mean time, we leave 
with thee this night two broken an' con^ 
trite spirits, an' bow to thy decisi<ni, what^ 

ever it may be." * * * • * ♦ 

« « ♦ m « * ♦ 
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. The prayer, of which the above is with-^ 
out all doubt an imperfect sketeh, having 
been the very overflowings of a plain and un« 
sophisticated heart, affected the shepherd 
exceedingly, — ^for those in humble life are 
always most taken with humble meta» 
phors aiid homely phrase; so that wh^ 
Gri2zy came to carry him off to the coUlrt- 
mg, she found him rivetted to the spot, at^ 
tending closely to the parting words of the 
&ther and daughter, and sighing with deep 
concern. She hauled him away, however> 
and they slid quietly down stairs into the 
kitchen ; but as it wad iinpossibie to make 
Gtizzy serious for one minute, Davie had 
no heart fas the hay-*nook that night. He 
eould not retrain 6:0m talking about what 
he had h^rd even to his irreverent auditor, 
and began by inquiring, ^^ If she had any 
conceptton that their young mistress was 
dying?" 

'' Aw kens noughts about it aV^ nor i^hat 
conceptibn is. Aw fancies that's a thingthat 
there's somebody that aw kens imco feared 
for. An she be dyeings aw thinks she maun 
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be AyeigtgwiMey &f atte hais ma4e sraielaody's 
ebuCts tbat aw ki^iis vtmo bleadbed like." 

^^ I bae na beea as muckk affeetit Ibk* 
liailg tiaie. Wow^ but our master bos xoiwtlfi 
<^' gude matter in bim,. an be eeuld but find 
8(^^'Uke expr^sioois. He gart tbe tears 
qfm^ to my een ofteuer tban aince;'' 

" Aih, wow me! but aw'a wae for tiiee} 
Did be BO gi'e in a word for a' liars sait 
pioiqi$e4»ikkers ?" 

^ Gxif^ tbougbt of tbe balf4iour's oomst^ 
iQg in the bay^oiook. 

*' He pint up gude petitiiom an' stran^^ 
anesj^ Grizzy ; an' by an' by^ in. a few day^ 
he's gAmi to put up aaate to heayeit, toi cut 
a' 9ff tbegitber^ you» an' me^ am' tbe bale*-, 
woift o' us," 

'' X^'il €a' bim. tbank for that! He^siBH 

bUte ! Lqt him p^ray fov biis ain» to live at 

deOi ^ he likes ; aw wants nae siepeUikiMs^ 

When hoddy-craws turn into doos, theyfre 

Uim;q ^ for picking <^t fock^s eesu Words 

BX^ bvii pfi)^^. q' wind» they'll no blaw fiir^ 

1|i|;^V^ afr €omfiw;t,-^ Aib^ wow me ! but nm 

bos: sleef]ry» wat has> into the byre to gaag 
1^ 
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to lodk the kye the night yet ! ELae, will 
ye taxry the bouet hr iqe» an' gang.foce- 
»ogt?'* 

^ I thought ye had been nae feased foi? 
outl^r ghaist or deil?" 

^^ Atthaw ! but tfaae new^ashioned pray- 
ers are no to lippen to. The tod kens his 
ain whalps amang a' the collie's bairns, an' 
gets that gowl in the Gans." 

Davie was thus forced by stratagem to 
fiilfil his promise to Grizzy, which, though 
refused at the time, was nevertheless expect- 
ed; and she being of great comfort to Davie 
at meal- times, he always contrived to keep on 
good terms with her, at the expense of a few 
kind words now and then, or a kiss in the 
dark. It so happened, that Davie's ewes 
would scarcely ever let him home to his , 
meals at the same time with the rest of the 
servants ; of course he had to dine alone, 
when every good bit in the house fell to 
Davie's share. Even his sagacious dog, 
Miller, looked as plump as a justice; and 
never failed, on entering the kitchen, to 

VOL. IL G 
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wag his bushy tail, and lick witty Grizzy's 
hand. But at length it so happened, that 
Grizzy's marriage was actually brought about 
with Davie, and that by the same means 
that two-thirds of Border marriages in the 
lower class are effected. — ^A sad change for 
poor Miller, as well as Davie's cheek-blade, 
now that he and Grizzy have to Aunish 
food for their own stall. 
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CIRCLE VIII. 



A FEW days more passed over at Bells- 
bumfoot in the silent melancholy of piercing 
grief. Daniel had told his wife and son-in- 
law of his daughter's hideous forebodings, 
and asked their opinion of the matter. 
M'lon said, he did not deem that, in the 
course of the disease, her dissolution could 
be so nigh ; but that such a rooted appre- 
hension was sufBcient to cut off a person in 
perfect health,andhow much more onewhose 
distemper prompted her to indulge in vision- 
ary sorrows to the wildest extreme ! On the 
whole, he said, he greatly dreaded the event ; 
and it behoved them to take some decisive 
measures to put the time over, which being 
^ected, there was a chance of her recovery. 
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This gave great comfort to the tender- 
hearted and almost despairing father. I 
say almost despairing, for he still retained 
a hope, that the Almighty would hear his 
fervent petitions in behalf of his child, which 
were now offered up evening and morning, 
and often in private through the day. Yea, 
sometimes as he was sauntering by him- 
self, and communing with his heart, his 
&,ith rose to that pitch, that he assured 
himself, " a father's prayers wad no be suf- 
fered to mix an' blaw away i' the winds o' 
the glen, or to glaister on the hill-side like 
a cauld shower o' sleet, unless it war for 
wiser purposes than his sight could tak in." 
As for Mrs Bell, she still deprecated the 
idea of any danger. Mrs Johnson knew 
first of all her beloved child's strange fore- 
bodings, and gave in to them with too much 
assurance that they would prove true, but 
with a resolution to avert the blow in th^ 
end, if human aid or ingenuity could aught 
avail. She communicated with her son, who 
approved of all she had done, and joined 
^ith her in projecting to ^o all in th^ 
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^wer to get the hour of anticipated disso- 
lution over ; but what was best to be done, 
none of them could devise. As yet the suf- 
ferer had never divulged her apprehensions 
to her husband ; she had never spoken any 
thing to him but hope and comfort. But 
she once, on the Thursday, said to him, 
that she was distressed in spirit, and begged 
that he would pray with her. He did so, 
and, though shortly, in so sublime and pa- 
thetic a manner, that she was melted into 
a flood of tears ; and, when he finished, she 
hung on his neck, and kissed him. '^ Well 
as I have loved you,'' said she, ^' and that 
has been as never woman loved, I never 
knew till this moment what a treasure I 
possessed. These are not the words of one 
who is a stranger to the mysteries of re- 
deeming grace, but bespeak a heart and 
tongue well used to divine supplication. 
Thanks be to God, the bond that united 
us here has its fastening in a sure place, to 
which we shall be drawn the one after the 
other, and again united." 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



1|Q THE THREE PERILS 

The Saturday at length arrived which 
Gatty had announced as the last day that 
she was to live ; for she had told it to her 
father and Mrs Johnson in confidence, with 
the fullest assurance, '^ that on the next 
Sabbath morning, between the second and 
third crowing of the cock, she should de- 
part this life/* 

From the Tuesday she kept herself con- 
fined to her room for the most part, though 
from no apparent cause that any stranger 
could have discovered. She remained all 
the while quite cheerful ; and often a wild 
unstable ray of happiness flashed from her 
eyes, proceeding from anticipations of a sub- 
lime but unknown state of existence. She 
seldom looked abroad upon the face of naF- 
ture, for she had not that delight in the 
beauty of terrestrial objects that her late 
cousin possessed. The latter was the pure 
unsophisticated child of nature ; this, of re- 
fined passion, feeling, and the most roman- 
tic devotion. She employed herself most in 
reading her Bible, or rather in searching 
through it, and marking certain places with 
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initials, as with intention that her friends 
should peruse and take delight in these pas- 
sages when she was no more. Every day 
brought the dreaded Sabbath morning a 
«tep nearer to Daniel's door, and each suc- 
ceeding day his soul clung closer and closer 
to his child. His very existence seemed to 
be bound up in hers ; and before the close 
of the week, whenever he came into her pre- 
sence, his breathing consisted of short vehe- 
ment sighing, resembling the distant sound 
of a water-wheel. His frame was bowed 
down, — his features changed to those of the 
most overpowering sorrow; and ever and 
anon, as he listened to her sweet weakened 
voice, that breathed nothing but filial love 
and tenderness, he lifted up his woe-bedim- 
'med eyes to Heaven in the most imploring 
manner, manifestly saying in his heart, " O 
LiOrd, wilt thou indeed rend this jewel from 
all our bosoms?" On these occasions, his lips 
were often observed to be moving, though 
no modulation of sound issued ; his prayer 
was too deep and full of agony for expres- 
sion, and seemed as if, by an involuntary 
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gasp of the soul^ it had been drawn fimn 
&e exi^mal air into the heart. He would 
not say prayers before any of the family save 
herself; for when urged to suffer them to be 
present, he objected to it, and said, ^^ he al- 
ways felt as if they stood between God and 
him*" His prayers became every day more 
fervent, untU at the last it grew so pain Ail 
to hear him, that even Davie could not lis- 
ten. But on the final Saturday he was 
more resigned, and appeared either deter- 
mined to submit patiently to the divine 
will, or else convinced that his prayers had 
been heard, and that Grod would grant ^ re- 
prieve of this mysterious sentence* 

Gatty arose on that day at her usual 
hour,^ and after praying with her father,. as 
was her wont, she desired to be left alona 
She then dressed herself carefully in h&t 
bridal apparel, which was all of the purest 
snowy Tyhite, and when thus gorgeously but 
decently equipt, she sent for her husband. 
He pretended great astonishment at seeing 
her look so fresh and beautiful. She smiled 
and seemed pleased with the compliment ; 
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"^he then took heir gently in his arms, kissed 
and caressed her, endeavouring all that he 
eould to turn her mind away from the bias 
to which he knew well it was tending, and 
her affection fer him was such, that she lis- 
tened long with apparent delight, unwilling 
to mar his joyful anticipations. He talked 
of the scenery of the Mid-Highlands, — ^the 
dark forests of pine, — the towering Gram* ' 
pian pyramids that rose behind these, and 
that, rising above the mists of the morning, 
appeared like the thrones of angels hung be- 
tween the earth and heaven. Then he spoke 
of the thousand cataracts of the mountains 
that were now her own, every one of them 
iialoed by their tiny rainbows, while the ma- 
jei^c arch of everlasting promise spanned 
the glen above them all, uniting heaven 
and earth into one sphere of radiant and ce- 
lestial glory. Gatty listened with delight, 
which was alone caused by his enthusiasm, 
for to her the beauties of external nature 
offered no such object of admiration. Hei^ 
soul yearned after glories more beatific, 
and indulge in shadowing out to itself^ 
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scenes beyond the comprehension of mortal 
fancy. She therefore took hold of the ex- 
pression, ** everlasting promise," to break 
forth in raptures of delight on the sweet pro- 
mises of the Gospel, — the promises of eter- 
nal life and salvation by a Redeemer, from 
which she verged designedly, but, as it ware, 
quite naturally, to the sinfulness, the sor- 
rows, and constant misery of this present 
state of existence, and how happy she deem- 
ed those that were early removed from it. 
^' Do not you think so, my dear Diarmid?" 
added she. ^' Confess to me that you do, 
and that the more dearly you loved a fiiend, 
you would rejoice the more that that fiiend 
was called early home to her father's house 
before the days of sorrow arrived, and the 
years in which there is no pleasure." 

** Nay, but we have duties to fulfil her^ 
my love — duties of a social nature, fi:om 
which it is sinful to shrink," returned he. 
*' The soul of man is so constituted, that, 
whether here or hereafter, we must partake 
of our joys with others, else they are no real 
joys. Happy, indeed, may they be who are* 
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^^iit off in early bloom ; but surely more hap-' 
py are they, who, after fulfilling the Christ- 
ian duties of a long life, are taken away from 
the midst of an affectionate and virtuous 
oflBspring." 

Gatty wept, and said she hoped to have 
heard his sentiments correspond better with 
her own, in which case the intelligence she 
had to impart might have been shorn of all 
its arrows. " Has it never struck you," 
added she, " that I am a dying person ?" 

** We are all dying creatures, my dear- 
est Gatty," said he. ^^ But I hope the day 
of our separation is yet £ir distant. And, 
bdieve me, I take this moping melancholy 
mood of yours exceedingly ill. It appears 
as if you were weary of my love and fellow- 
ship, and those of your friends, and wanted 
to escape &om us like a truant before your 
time. You are ruining a constitution na- 
turally good, by indulging in feelings so in- 
iense and vehement that no human frame 
can withstand them for any length of time. 
Indeed I am angry with you, and beseech 
you to cheer up your heart, which is the on-i^ 
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ly anodyne that ean restore you to perfect 
health, and this family to its wonted hap*^ 
piness/' 

She tooL his hand in hers, pressed it; 
and wet it with her tears. " We mnst 
part, Diarmid," said she. ** The efforts of 
man cannot prevail against the hand of 
the Almighty. It is decreed that we must 
part, and that hefore the dawning of the 
day of the Son of Man." . 

" You are raving, my love," said he; " and 
have mistaken the dreams of a morbid fancy 
&r the. revelation of heaven. Let me hear 
no more of such fantasy, else I will indeed 
think that you are weary of me, and do not 
love me." 

*^ Sure you will not deuy that there is 
still a possibility of a communication he^ 
tween God and man ?" said she.;. 
. " Yes I deny it, — positively I deny it,** 
returned he; ^' or if there were, what i^ht 
have you or I to presume on being those 
favoured individuals, out of so many miUions 
wiser and better than we?" 
. '' I believe in ita I have prepared my- 
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adf fbv mydisnge^^saddslie^^^andfaATetei. 
hm a final leare of all things m this wcfftd^ 
sare of him that I love more than all the 
world beside, which I will not do till my 
last hour* And now I have told you the 
secret impression of my heart, in the truth 
of which I have the most sacred rdianoe^ 
If I live to see the light of a new day, I 
shall never more believe in divine revelsh 
tioQs to man, in these latter days of the 
GospeL Now I will talk with you about 
any thing you please during the remainder 
•f the day; but I would rather our converse 
were about an hereafter. In this you may 
indulge me, corresponding with the views I 
have taken up,-<-be they true or false, the 
subject is one of the highest interest and 
saUimity.'' 

They talked of future existence till the 
close of even ; of the interminable joys of 
the paradise above, and the journeying of 
blessed spirits liirough the millions of radi- 
astorbs in the immeasurable bounds of era- 
tion. He never parted from her side; and 
when h^ i^rits l^gan to sink, he adminis- 
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tered jsmall portions of a cordial elixir^ that 
had the effect of soothing her imtated 
nerves, and exalting her spirits to such a de- 
gree» that she seemed several tiroes to be 
basking in the full fruition of mental de- 
light She again and again declared, as the 
evening wore to a close, that she had never 
in. all her life spent so happy a day ; and 
once added, " For a few such days as this it 
would indeed be worth one's while to live !" 

The rest of the family were coming and 
going the whole day, and all delighted to 
see her so well ; but M*Ion never quitted 
her side. Toward midnight she fell into a 
restless slumber, and on waking out of it tes- 
tified considerable uneasiness, calling out to 
give her more of the delicious elixir, which 
she called the elixir of life and joy. " Give 
me fulness of it," said she, '^ for I long ex- 
ceedingly to drink of it, feeling as it ?rere 
to me the water of life." 

He again mixed her up a cordial, which 
he sweetened and diluted with wine and 
water, and gave her it to drink. She Uft* 
ed up her eyes, and her lips moved as if im-f 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



OFWOHAN. 159 

ploiiog a blessing on it fimn above, and 
dnmk it off. Then eaying that she felt a 
great deal better and more comfortable, she 
stretched herself upon the bed, and breath* 
ed some fervent ejaculations in a whisper. 
'^ O these longings, these longings after the 
delights of mortal life ! Woe's my heart fear 
them ! Woe's my heart for them ! These 
joys of connubial love ! Shall they again 
wean my heart from thee ? Come, blessed 
Jesus, and work a thorough change in my 
heart before I step out of one being into 
another. — ^Dearest husband, how wears thf 
night ?" added she aloud. 

'^ It is about the fall of midnight, love ; 
the morning, I think, approaches. And as 
lovely a night it is as at this late season I 
have looked on." . 

*^ I wish I go not to sleep too soon, fcnr I 
should have much to do before the second 
watch of the morning. Will you give place 
to my father for a short time, dear hus- 
band ? and kiss me before you go, lest it 
be long, long ere we meet again." 

" I will kiss you till the night be over 
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I wiU reaa witK you, pray with you, wateh 
with you, or do whatever you please ; hut 
mdeed I cannot leave you to-night, with 
these dismal forehodings preying on your 
dear heart. Why may not all our friends 
join, that we may sing a psalm of humilia- 
tion ti^ether ?" 

** O be it so ! he it so ! there is nothing 
so sweet," said she ; " sing what verses you 
yourself please ; hut this psalm is not to be 
the last. My father has directions for that 
— ^he is to sing the last one, and I would 
wish to depart singing it. Therefore, as long 
as I am able to speak, will you tell him to 
begin at the second crowing of the cock, 
and sing it over and over till I appear no 
more to feel or understand it ? Perhaps t 
may be able to give directions my sdf; but, 
alas! I know not what pangs I may have to 
undergo in the dreadful separation of mat- 
ter from mind.'* 

M^Ion was struck dumb at hearing sudi 
eacpressions, and« trembled to think of the 
present state of his beloved's mind. But he 
had seeretly given her in the last cup a 
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oomposiiig or rather deqpiiig draught, and 
liad high hopes that she woidd fall mto a 
parofound slumber, and sleep out the antidU 
pated hour of dissolution, and that the ef- 
fect of this on her enthusiastic and prophe- 
tic mind might he attended with the most 
happy consequences. The plan was im- 
doabtedly a good one ; he approved of it in 
hia heart, and exulted in contemplating the 
result But it was impossible to be in that 
yoisng lady's company, in her present state 
of excitement, without partaking of her so- 
lemn and awful feelings. It must have been 
utterly impossible; for the whole group, 
none of whom had at all begn noted as d&- 
votees, seem at tliat time to have entered 
deeply into the same holy rapture of im- 
passioned devotion. M'lon, with all his 
command over his demeanour, and all his 
assurance of the success of his scheme, en*- 
tered into the solemn impressions of themon 
ment with an ardour not to be exceeded. 
He sung a part of the beautiful 68d psalm ; 
and bowing on the bed-side, he prayed over 
the pale and lovely form, as she lay extend^ 
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ed in her bridal robes, in a strain which 
shewed how truly his petitions flowed firom 
the heart. But he be^ed her life of the 
Almighty in a manner too absolute, and al- 
together incompatible with human submis- 
sion. In the midst of this passionate aberra- 
tion, as he paused to breathe, she said to 
him in a whisper, and with a sigh, drawn as 
it were from the deepest recess of the heart, 
'' Oh! don't, my love ! don't !— Father, forr 
give him, for he knows not what he is say- 
ing ^ 

He, however, went on to an end in the 
same strain ; and by the time he had finish- 
ed, she had fallen so very low that she could 
scarcely lift her eyes, or articulate a word. 
It being now about that hour of the mom- 
ning on which she had foretold that her 
death should happen, they were all plunged 
in the deepest distress, as well as seized with 
benumbing consternation, save M^Ion him- 
self, who never doubted the success of his 
potion ; and perhaps on that ground asked 
too unqualifiedly of the Almighty, what he 
believed his own ingenuity had provided for. 
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in a way altogether natural. She tifted her 
languid and drowsy eyes toward her father's 
faoe ; her lips moved as if in the act of speak- 
ing, and perhaps she believed she was speak- 
. ing, but no sound was heard. The old man 
was drowned in tears, and convulsed with 
weeping ; and as he laid down his ear, en- 
deavouring to catch the half-modulated as- 
pirations, the cock crew. It was a still dark 
morning, and the shrill clarion note rang, 
through every apartment of the house, al- 
though it came from a distance, across a 
small court. Every one started at the sound, 
as ii touched by electricity, and every eye 
watched the motion of all the others. " Is 
that the first or second crowing ?" whispered 
Mrs Johnson. None of them knew ; but 
none of them could say they had heard the 
bird's note before. The sound also struck on 
Gatty's ear, all faint and motionless as she 
lay. She gave a gentle shiver, spread both 
her hands, and again lifting her eyes to her 
father's face, she pointed to the Bible, and 
articulated the monosyllable, " Now," in a 
whisper scarcely audible. " O, my child ! 
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my chiM r cried Daniel, as he took tbe 
Bible on his knee — " My dutifiil, my loying, 
my angelic child ! must I indeed lose thee! 
O Lord, why art thou thus laying thy hand 
upon us in thy hot displeasure ? Can th?y 
who descend into the darksome grave praise 
thy name, or do thee honour ?" 

" Be calm, dear sir," said M*Ion ; " he 
calm and composed, for our darling only 
slumbers, and will awake refreshed in the 
morning." 

" Ay ! on the morning of the resurrec- 
tion day, she will awake," said Daniel. 
** That h not a face of earthly slumber." 

*^ The lovely visage is strangely altered," 
said Mrs Johnson. «OGod!OGod!I 
fisar that the great and last change is indeed 
going on !" 

« No, i tell you no," said M*Ion ; « be- 
Heve me, I know better ; therefore be com- 
posed, and proceed to sing the verse of the 
psalm that you, sir, know of; for she char- 
ged me, that we should all join in singing 
i% at this time of the morning !" 

Daniel, with many sobs and tears, soi^ht 
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out the place ; for th^^ was a mark laid at 
it> so that it was easily found, else it had 
not been found by him ; and when he be- 
held the single verse marked round with red 
ink ; and on the margin, written with her 
hand, " the last," he burst out in weeping 
anew. As was said before, it was the 5th 
varse of the 31st psalm. 

'^ Into thine hands I do commit 

My soul ; for thou art he^ 
O thou Jehovah, God of truth ! 

Who hast redeemed me.'* 

Daniel read it over, and then the group 
joined in singing it, which they did in h>w 
and plaintive strains ; but she over whose 
eoudi it was sung took no share in the sa^ 
(sred strain. She lay silent and composed 
without breath or motion, and every feature 
of the late lovely &ce appeared to be gra- 
dually undergoing a singulaar metamorphc^ 
m. When the strain ceased, all their £aces 
instantly hung over hers. ^' Is there any 
life remaining ?' said DanieL 

'' Alas, the conflict is over !" said Mrs 
Johnson. ^^ Thence has fled the most 
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elevated soul that ever animated frame so 
young !'* 

" I tell you no, mother," said M*Ion re- 
bukingly ; '^ I beseech you to be calm, and 
wait the issue with Christian fortitude* I 
tell you that life is not extinct, although 
there is a cessation of vitality that I cannot 
comprehend. It is a death-like sleep, still 
it is only but a sleep. Believe me, it is no- 
thing beyond. — ^Please, sir, let us sing these 
solemn lines once more, as our darling re- 
quested." He said this to get quit of their 
inquiries for a space, for at this time he could 
fed no pulsation, and was himself in great 
astonishment, although still convinced it 
could be nothing but a deep sleep produced 
by his opiate on a system irritated and ex- 
hausted by intense straining over ecstatic 
visions. Daniel complied with his s6n-in- 
law^s request, and they sung the stanza over 
once again, and again their anxious inqu^ 
ries prevailed. These were now altc^ethar 
hopeless, on looking at the altered featores. 
Daniel leaned his head on his two bauds 
to weep* Mrs Johnson began to give way 
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to the most passionate expressions of woe ; 
and Mrs Bell, who had scarcely articulated 
a word during that momentous evening, ha- 
ving no language of her own for such depth 
of sorrow, stood in a wan and half frigid 
state ; the matter having so far outrun her 
calculation, that she seemed petrified. But 
her hahitual self-command prevailed; she 
lighted a candle, and with a gait perfectly 
upright, hut in a hurried pace, went to look 
after the dead-linens. M^Ion still sat on 
the hed, with his left arm helow the sleep- 
er's head, and his palm resting on the ju- 
gular vein ; his right lay across her delicate 
breast, and was pressed on the region of the 
heart ; and it so happened, that by a cer- 
tain power of sympathy which has often 
been noted to exist between the Uving and 
the newly dead, but has never been tho- 
roughly explained, whenever hemoved either 
of his hands there was a palpable muscular 
motion took place that shook her whole 
fifame. Not adverting in the least to this 
phenomenon, M'lon still took it for the 
nervous shiver of a disturbed sleeper, and 
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maintamed his point that sh^ was not 
dead, but fallen into a deep sleejp, or ratber 
a trance. In what state she then was, it 
will never be in the power of man to decide. 
The issue turned out so terrible, that the 
whole matt^ has always appeared to me as 
much above human agency ats human capa« 
city; if any can comprehend it from a plain 
narration of the incidents as they succeeded 
one another, the definition shall be put in 
their power ; but farther I take not on me 
to decide. 

M^Ion kept his anxious position/ and still 
with the same decided assurance*— Mrs Bell 
remaining long absent, turning and tum- 
bling over the contents of drawers. Mrs 
Johnson several times looked into that &ee 
over which her son hung with such unwea- 
ried hope. But at every time she turned 
away with a groan, saying, *' Oh, I>i^* 
mid ! Your hope is folly ! It is worse— it 
is madness !" But no — ^nothing would make 
him yield up that hope ; he held fast his 
integrity, and sat patiently waiting for bar 
resusdtation. Mrs Bell returned m&k all 
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the ptta^matia of dleadE-dlethes and hol- 
IsBd sheets wbtreon to lay out her deceased 
daughter. She stood with these in her 
asms at the bed-side for a long spaee, lis- 
toiimg to the veittict of life or death,-— one 
tmd Yes, another said No, and both with the 
same degree of assurance. ** What is this?" 
said she. ^^ Are you all deprived of your 
senses, that you cannot decide on the most 
obvious thing in nature ?*• 

She laid aside the linens, and first felt 
bcr child's feet and then her hands,— ^the 
c^l, cold damps of death were settled <m 
tbem.* — ^^ Son, your hope is vain," said she{ 
^ it is worse, it is preposterous, the body is 
afeeady turning cold and stiff.** Then lift- 
ing thetoandle, she looked into the face, and, 
Hke the other, turned away with a groan, 
desiri&g M'lon to leave the body and retire, 
in a peremptory manner. He could not be 
moved^ but still kept his position, although 
apparently now beginiiuig to doubt. Da- 
niel likewise looked into the bed, and ihe 
ghastly Ibatttffes of death being alsa too oV 

TOl;. II. H 
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vious to bis eyes^ he began to entreat Jiis bqu. 
to come away. But for a while he refused^ 
sitting still in utter despondency. 

** The ways of heaven are indeed wond^-. 
fill !" exclaimed he. " I could have believed, 
any thing in nature sooner than this ! Sui^. 
my beloved wife cannot be reaved from me. 
thus? No, no, it is impossible, — my mind; 
cannot take it in. I will not credit man or: 
woman on this reverse." 

The father and mother again besought 
him, and led him away reluctantly from the 
body, while the^two sorrowful matrons set. 
about laying it out, and dressing it ^in all 
due form. Daniel and M*Ion retired to 
the parlour, but were both too much over* 
come with grief to enter into any conversa* 
tion. Their language consisted of short ex- 
clamations of astonishment, scarcely leaven* 
ed with due submission to the hand that had 
given and taken away; but whether either 
of them blamed the decrees of Heaven a$. 
unjust, or did not blame them, could not 
afterwards be called to remembrance ; but 
2, shade of remorse hung over both their 
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oonscienoes for a season, t)n account of some 
agression of that nature. 

M*Ion, now left in a great measure to his 
own cogitations, could not i*eason himself 
into a belief that his lady had actually de- 
{mrted this life, without any apparent na- 
tural cause of dissolution, farther than a pre- 
conceived idea that she was to die at that 
moment. Tlus he thought might have kill- 
ed her, had he not taken care privately to 
steep her senses in soft forgetfulness by a 
gentle sleeping draught, and he was per- 
suaded she was in a drowsy and slumber- 
ing state before the predicted hour arrived/ 
and was sensible neither of its approach 
nor of its presence. As to the draught he 
had administered to her, it was of so gentle 
a nature, that, on a person of full health, 
it.would have had scarcely any effect at all, 
and was only calculated to compose one to 
deep whose frame was debilitated by too 
imieh mental irritation. He was sure of 
this ; and, therefore, having no dread on ac- 
count of his potion, he could discover no 
natural cause whatever for his loved lady's 
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hasty disfiolutioii, mid he was no belienieBis 
prodigies. Consequently^ he became mow 
convinced than ever, that it was only a tem- 
porary cessation of life, and that, in aU hxh 
man probability, she would survive. He 
resolved on visiting the corpse once more^ 
and mentioning his resolution to Daniel^ 
^e latter tried to dissuade him &om it, but 
his arguments proved weak and ineffieie»t» 
for a slender hope was also rekindled in hia 
own bosom; so prone is the anxious huoMI 
Hmid to linger around the dying form of one 
beloved, and to hope even after the pale 
lamp of probability is extinguished. Well 
may this: pertinacity be wondered at ; bat 
m it was, that the two agreed to set out on 
their forlorn expedition. 

The two matrons had laid out the slen- 
der and el^ant form with, all manner of 
decorum,-— the hands were tied to the sides, 
and the limbs bound with many shreds of 
the purest muslin, — the dead robes were pot 
on,, adorned with many pale roses and edgv 
ings of lace, firom the head to the foot, and 
the cambric napkin that was tied over the 
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fiiee wafi of a texture so Ime, that the mould 
4k£ every feature ^mn still discernible. It 
was on a still, dark morning of Octdber, and 
juat about the break «f day, that the tivo 
fiiends tapped gently at the door of tlie dead 
chamber. *' Who is there?" inquired Mrs 
Bell, sternly. The door had been bolted to 
prevent all undueinteiruptiosi, and as M^Ion 
turned the handle in vain, he answered, 
'^ Psay, grant me admission for a little while. 
I cannot rest unless I look at the dear form 
OBce more.'* 

" No,^' said Mrs Bell. « The face of 
tihe dead does best to be hid from the eye 
^ the living. It is unmeet to be prying into 
the dbambers of death. Be content, and Te¥ 
main where you are." 

^' I request admission for a short space»'' 
returned he. ^ I cannot otherwise have 
net ; therefore, pray, suffisr us both to come 
ia." 

^^ It is hard to refuse so small and so tea* 
der a boon," said Mrs Johnson, rising to 
op^i the door, wMch she did ; and the mo- 
ment M'lon entered the nxm, so mighty 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



174 THE THAEE FE^RILS 

WIS that imdefined power of sympathy be- 
tween his frame and the body of the decea- 
sed, that the latter started with a mus- 
cular motion so Tiolent that it seeined like 
one attempting to rise. No one perceived 
this momentary phenomenon save MrsBeU^ 
who at the instant chanced to be arranging 
something about the body. She was struck 
motionless, and sunk back speechless on the 
seat The two men entered; and, unapprissed 
that any thing was the matter with the good 
dame, went straight forward to the bedi 
M*Ion, in the eagerness of hope and anxie- 
ty, laid his hand hastily on the breast, to 
feel if there were yet any motion of the 
heart. The body, from the same cause as 
before, started and shrunk, thcmgfa not so 
violently, en which he raised his hands in 
ecstacy, and exclaimed, ^* Thanks be to the 
Almighty, the spark of life remains in hcsr 
dear breast, and she may yet be restored to 
Oiur prayers without any violation of the laws 
of nature I" 

/^ Ala£^ alas ! I cannot believe it," said Da* 
niel, laying, his hand also on the body. ** It 
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it only an illusion of your distempered fan- 
cy ; all is cold here now ! The spirit of my 
liaim is gane to its unkend place of resi- 
dence." 

M^Ion again laid his hand on the breast 
of the deceased, (if that term be proper^) 
and still there was a slight muscular mo- 
tion, though at that time hardly percepti- 
ble. Daniel, however, felt it, and lifting 
up his hands and eyes, he cried out in eo- 
Stacy, ** Yes, yes ! Blessed be his name, there 
are certiiinly some remains of life ! O let us 
pray to God ! Let us pray to God ! for no 
other hand can now do any thing for us but 
his." 

With that he prostrated himself on the 
bed, with his brow leaning on his dear child's 
peaceful bosom, and cried to the Almighty 
to restore her, with so much ferrency and bit- 
terness of spirit, that even the hearers trem- 
bled, and durst hardly say Amen in their 
hearts. Poor man ! He neither knew for what 
he asked, nor in what manner his prayer was 
to be answered. Let the issue be a warn- 
ing to all the human race, cautioning them 
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ix) bow mih bumble subimssioA to tbe 
nwaids of tbe Most Higbi. Wbile in tbf 
laidst of his vehement and uurestrAiMA 
supplication, behold the corpse sat up in tib^ 
bed in one moment ! The body sprung up 
with a power resembling that produced by 
electricity. It did not nse up like cme wa- 
kening out of a sleep, but with a jerk fM> ¥!<► 
lent that it struck the <dd man on the cheek; 
ahnost stupifying him ; and there sat th^ 
corpse, dressed m it was in its dead-clotbeiBi^ 
a most appalling sight ^s man ever beheld* 
The whole j&ame appeared to be convidsed^ 
and as it were struggling to get free oi it» 
bandages. It continued, moreover, a sort of 
hobbling motion, as if it moved on curings. 
The women dbrieked and hid their face^ 
and both the men reteeated a few steps, and 
stood like fixed statues, gazing in terror at 
seeing the accompliidinient of their frantie 
petitions. At length M'lon had the pre« 
sence oi mind to unbind the ns^kin fr<m 
the faee. But what a £suse was there exIuU 
bited ! It was a face of death still ; bii:t 
that was not all. The most extraordinary 
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(MtmnBtftii^ nal, tbtft th^niB wats not, hi <fM 
ftature, the sligfatert i:^einbhince to the 
same face only a few hours before, when the 
apparent change took plaice ttma life into 
death. It wad now like the dead oounte* 
tkkatB of an idiot,—the eyes wete large aid 
filled in their so<^et8, but it was apparel 
Aalt they saw nothing, nor threw any re- 
flaetion inward on an existing mind. There 
was also a voice, and a tongue, but between 
tiiem they uttered no intelligible word, on- 
ly a few indistinct sounds like the babblef 
oSa running brook. No human heart could 
Maud this ; for though the body seemed to 
have life, it was altogether an unnatural 
Hfe; or rather, the frame seemed as if agi- 
taled by some demon that knew not how to 
esercise or act upon any one of the human 
powers or faculties^ The women shrieked, 
attd both of them fell into fits on the floor. 
M^Ion stood leaning against a bed-post, 
idHiding his face with his hand, and utter-* 
itt^ groans so prolonged, and in a voice so 
h&Uow and tremulous, that it was frightful 
t^ hUax him ; in att that terrible scene there 
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was iiotiiing so truly awful as these cries of 
the distracted husband, for cries they cer- 
tainly were, rather than groans, though mo- 
dulated in the same manner. To have heard 
these cries al(me from an adjoining apartr 
ment, would alkiost have been enough to 
have put any ordinary person out of their 
right mind. Daniel, wh^i hex face was 
first exposed to view, sU^gered baeki7ai4 
like one stunned, until he came to a seat 
beside the entrance do<^, on which he aunk 
down, still keeping his eyes fixed on jthe 
animated corpse. He was the first to utter 
words, which were these: — " Oh, sirs, it*» 
no her ! It's no her ! It's no her ! They hae 
looten my baim be changed. Oh Grod, for- 
gie us ! What's to come o' us a' now wi' that 
being?'? 

D^th would now have been a wdeome 
yisitor indeed, and would have relieved ik» 
family from a horror not to be described ; 
but now there was no remedy; there the 
creature sat struggling and writhing, using 
contortions both in body and feature that 
were truly terrific. No one knew what 
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lo do or say ; but as tbey were all together 
in the same room, so they clmig together, 
and neither sent for divine nor physician, 
Unwilling that the deplorable condition of 
the &mily, and the na^kednee^s of their re- 
sources/ should be exposed to the blare of 
the public voice. 

' Mrs Bell was the first to resume as much 
courage as again to lay hands on this ghast- 
ly automaton/ which her pxtde and dignity 
c^ spirit moved her to, although in a half- 
istupified state. " You see what yoU hav^ 
b]N)Ught lis to by your unsanctified rhapso- 
dies," said she. ** This is the just hand of 
Heaven. There is no doubt, however, that 
it is the body of my child, although it ap- 
p^rs that the soul is wanting." 

" Na, na, na!" exclaimed Daniel, *^ that's 
no my bairn ! The spirits hae brought an 
uncouth form an' changed it on ye, an' the 
body of my dear bairn's ta'en away. Ye 
hae neither had the Bible aneath the head, 
nor the saut an' the candle aboon the breast. 
Never tell me that that's the face o' my 
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Cr$^y. Dead er ulivi^ liers was « bomy 
fiiof. But what's that Ul^e?" 

Mrs Bell loosed the bandages from tibe 
haods and the feet, thoogh not without 
gxeat perturbatjoa ; but she suffered ib^ 
dead^dLothes to n^naiu on the body, m tibe 
hopes that it might still die away. She 
tried also to lay it baekwaid* and compose 
it decently on the bed, but felt as if it w^e 
m&dowed witib unnatural force, for it re^str 
ed h^ pressure, and rebounded upwai4iv 
It also lifted its band as if with intent W 
put away her arm, iH^t eould not ^oome in 
e^ntaet with it. It was like the motion of 
yom tiPp^g to lay bold of something m a 
dream. It wa« not long, however, till tbo 
body fell backward of itself, and with ap 
parent ease turned itself half over in the 
bed with its face away from the light. Tbia 
was a sensible relief to the distracted po^fii 
they spread the sheets again decently oveir 
the frame> remained all together in atteniU 
aneeb and by the time that the sun maa 
they beaid distinct and weQ^iseguIated re- 
spirations issuing from the bed. 
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It 18 impomUe to give any thing Mke a 
fair description of the hopes, the terrors, and 
the transitions from one to another of these, 
that agitated the individuals of that fiunily 
dhuing this period of hideous suspense; 
These were no doubt proportioned to ibm 
various capacities and feelings; but thore H 
as little doubt that they were felt to a da»> 
gfose seldom exp^enced in human nature* 
There lay the body of their darling^^-of diat 
there eould be no doubt, for they had never 
been froiQ its «ide one moment-^^but the 
judgment of God secaned to be i^pon them; 
fiar they all felt an inward impression ad* 
mrnkking them that the soul had departed 
ta the bosom of its Cieatar at the very mo# 
aant foretold by its sweet and heavenly^ 
minded possessor, and that the Almigfaty 
had, in dension of their unhaUo wed earnest* 
neas for the prolongation of a natural life, 
so little worthy of being put in competition 
with a heavenly on^ ddier suffered the 
body to retain a mere animal existence, or 
given tile possession of it to some spirit air 
together unqualified to exercise the oi^ans 
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80 lately occupied by the heaven^bom mitid* 
Yet, when they saw the bed-clothes niove» 
daid heard the regular breathings, they ex- 
perienced many a thrilling ray of hope that 
all they had witnessed might have been the 
effect of some strong convulsion, and that 
Ate might yet be restored to mental lights 
to life, and to all their loves. Every time; 
however, that they stole a look of the fear 
tures, their hopes were blasted anew. 

For three days and three nights did this 
incomprehensible being lie in that drowsy 
and abstracted state, without tasting meat 
or drink, nor did she seem affected by any 
external object, save by Melon's entrance 
into the room. On such occasions, she al-^ 
ways started, and uttered a loud and unin* 
telUgible noise, like something between 
laughing and anger ; but the sound soon 
subsided, and generally died away with a 
feeble laugh, or sometimes with an artieu* 
lation that sounded like *^ No-no->no !"" 

All this time no s^rant or stranger had 
been suffered to enter that chamber ; and, on 
the third day, they agreed to raise up tfaia 
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h€l|iless creaiiDre, scad endeavour to siip^ 
ply nature with some nourishment. They 
did so ; and now» inured to an intensity of 
Reeling that almost rendered them despe- 
rate, they were enabled to inspect the fea^ 
tures, and all the bodily organs, with the 
most minute exactness. The countenaiioe 
had settled into something like the appear*- 
asice of human life, — that is, it was not so 
thoroughly the feee of a dead person as when 
it was at first reanimated ; the lips had re* 
sumed afaint dye of red, and there were some 
slight veins on the cheeks, where the roses 
had before blossomed in such beauty and 
such perfection. Still it was a face without 
the least gleam of mind — a face of mere 
idiotism, in the very lowest state of debase** 
ment ; and not in one lineament could they 
find out the smallest resemblance between 
that face, and hers that had so lately been 
the intelligent and the lovely Agatha Bell. 
M^Ion studied both the contour and profile 
with the most particular care, thinking that 
Aese must have remained the same; but in 
neither could the slightest likeness bei found 
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miti Tliej combed her beautifolexubelraMfe 
<if hair, changed her gmTe-clothes for oth^s 
xaore se^nly, and asked her manj kind 
questions, all of whidi were either unheal^ 
4Mrdisregarded. She ^swallowed the meat m^ 
dxink mth which they fed her with great 
eagerness, but yet she made no motion 
for any more than was proffered to hat. 
The entrance of M'lon into the room coft- 
tbiiied to affect her violently, and nothing 
else besides ; and the longer his absence had 
been, the more powerful was the impresidiM 
ini her frame, as well as on her voice and 
tottgne,<~for that incident alone moved her 
to utterance. 

It would be oppressive and disgusting 
&ither to continue tiae description of sudi 
a degradation of our nature, — all the m<ae 
bisugn faculties of the saul revolt from the 
oeatemplation of isuch an object ; let it strf^ 
Aoe, that she continued so long in the sane 
8tate> maintaining a mere animal, or rather 
i^egetable existence, that it was judged pro>- 
per, and agreed to by them all, tibat she 
sheuld be conveyed to a private asylum^ 
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ttiMHtheA far ito MONomodirtion md 
txeatment of persMs ef clistiiietHMi Buicr* 
»^ under tlie naoet dieadfiil of idl human 
pdTatioi&fl. This was soon effisoted, and 
iBMiftged with all manner of secrecy^ go tluit 
the ^eountry might never know the real at^ 
cwDstances of the case. M'lon retired to 
the Highlands, where he took poasesaum of 
theextenmve property of his forefiEkthen, and 
endeared bimflelf to his people by every ape* 
eies of kindred attachment He repaired 
the Castle of M . » planned a new vil^- 
lag€^ and planted an extensive fm'est, en* 
detvouring all that he eonid to forget the 
disastrous events that had marred and sul- 
lied the pure stream of his early affections; 
but alas ! these w^e too deejay rooted in the 
soul ever to be wholly eradicated 1 

Daniel Bell jogged about in a melandidy 
frame of mind ; and notwithstanding the 
temble issue of his first great effort in religi« 
ow matters, he continued the constant p^ru# 
sal of the Holy Scriptures — had leaves fold* 
ed in at all the places marked by his dai^ph* 
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let's Innid, and over these be shed hiftny a 
tear of fond remembranee. 

Mrs Johnson took furnished lodgings in 
Edinburgh, on some pretence or other con- 
nected with the moTements of her son, but, 
in reahty, with the sole uitent of often vi- 
siting the poor remains of her who had from 
in&ncy been her darling. 

The principal physician of the asylum 
had orders to write to M*Ion every week, 
^ich he did ; but his letters were all as 
much the same as a bulletin of a royal pa- 
tient's health ;— they merely stated, that Ms 
lady continued in an improving state of bo- 
dily health, but, in her intdlectual capacity, 
^here was no visible alteration. Mrs John- 
son, who had frequent communications with 
this gentleman, also wrote occasionally to 
her son; but neither was there a ray of hope 
conveyed by any of her letters, until the 
spring following, when he received one that 
awakened the most tender and unwonted 
feelings of the heart, and hastened his de- 
parture from th^ Highlands. . This extra- 
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oTdinary iBtelfigence was no other tbaai tint 
the poor imbecile and degraded being, that 
bad once been the partner of his bosom, 
tras in a way soon to become a mother. 
M'lon hastened to Edinburgh, and arriving 
at his mother's house, he testified the great- 
eat impatience to see the object of his once 
fondest love and endearments ; but from 
this his mother dissuaded him, on account 
of the extraordinary effect that his presence 
always produced on her nervous system^ 
which might be attended with the worst of 
l^nsequences. She had also written to Bdl&> 
bumfbot to the same purport, and it may 
well be conceived what powerful sensations 
viere there excited. Old Daniel went affoa 
to his prayers ; but he had now learnt the 
most humble submission to the divine will, 
and never asked any thing unless on provi- 
sional conditions, seeming rather disposed 
to return thanks for every thing b^towed, 
even &r the heavy rod that had been laid 
upon him, than to plead for any new favours, 
-^a frame of mind the best suited to a sin-^ 
iid and short^sdghted mortal* Joseph re* 
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iBAined at the caUege^aod was nmroly giTW 
to luiderstand something of his listi^s no- 
sernUe calamity^ aad that a temporary eon- 
inement aud censtai^t xikedical att^EidaBoe 
had been judiged requisite ; but he had not 
theft been made aequamted with the aw&l 
visitation of Providence that had befidlfla 
kis family. 

M^Ioft now took and famished a house 
u £diaburgh, at one of the points nearest 
to the asyhtm in which the shattered and 
degraded frame of his poor wife lodged ; to 
that house he removed his mother, and they 
tivo waited there in the utmost anxiety. 
Mis Johnson visiting the asylum onee m 
twice every day. They had strong hopes, 
thitt, iu the greatest trial of nature^ and na-» 
tuie's affections, there would be a new daw»- 
ii^ of reason s&ex such a long night nf 
otter darkness. But their fond e^q^ecta- 
tions proved vain; for ui due time tluB 
helpless and forlorn object was safely de- 
tivered of a son, without manifesting the 
lightest ray of conscious existence, or of 
even fxperiendng, as &r as could be judged, 
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the dame throes of natoie to wBcb con* 
seimus beings are subjected. 

Here was now a new dt^ect of the deep*- 

est interest to them alL — A nurse waspro** 

yidei for the child in M^lon^s honse^ and 

tiiese was he fostered' in the armsy and un^ 

der the eye» of his affectionate grandmother 

He proved a healthy^ active, and vigorous 

boy, possessing a great deal of his mother's 

native beaiity.-«He vm baptized by the 

name of Cohn, after the name of the gcand^^ 

tmde who refused to disinherit his nephew 

when his own father had done so; aaid 

none save a hiisband, and grand-paroxfes^ 

to whom a son has been bom in such dr- 

cumstances, of whom there have been? few 

in the world, can have the smallest con** 

oeption of the parental fondness that wa* 

Ikvished over this child. M'lon would fon^ 

cBe over him fbr hours together — ^wouU 

hang over him while asleep, shedding teavs 

of joy on his head, as he kissed bis fai« 

COTftposed brow, or blowzy cheek ; and many 

were the tender prayers and vows that w^fo 

breathed to Heaven on his behalf. Ba- 
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niel came frequently all -the way to town' 
purposely to see faim, and could hardly 
again drag bimself away *' frae the hit dear 
creature," as he expressed himself. On these 
occasions the nursery was perfectly filled 
wiA toys of every description. As the hoy 
grew in stature he grew in spirit — ^he was 
as playfril and frolicsome as a kitten — 
fierce in his resentment of supposed inju- 
ries; but withal possessed a heart so kind 
and obliging, that he would not offend or 
give pain to a living creature. — He was- 
the darling and delight of all concerned 
with him, while she that gave him birth 
became as a thing altogether forgotten. Her 
condition — ^her very being, was a mystery 
hid with God, to which none of them dared 
so much as to turn a scrutinizing glance, 
or hazard an investigation even in the still 
depths of solemn reflection — ^she was as a 
thing that had been — ^that still continued 
to be, and yet was not ! 

After a lapse of three years, it so hi^)- 
pened, that Daniel, who was then in town, 
M'lon, and Mrs Johnson, chanced oi^e night 
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T^ late to be all three sittii^ before a bla- 
zio^ fire in Melon's splendid dining-room* 
There was none present but themselves ; 
9x^ by a natural concatenation of ideas,: 
their discourse was carried backward to a 
certain painful period of their evaitful c(m« 
nection. They had bef(»re that been rath^ 
disposed to be mmy, or at least happy and 
Joyful together.-r— There was wine on th^ 
ta^j but no glass had been filled for more 
than an hour. — ^Daniel had thrown off his 
leggins and strong shoes, and had placed 
both hi^ feet up on the side of the grate 
next him,, at the risk of singeing his, pure* 
white lamb-wool stockings ; M'lon held a 
newspaper in his hand, in order to amuse 
d)em with a {sentence now and then, should 
the cwversatipn flag ; and Mrs Johnson had 
put on her green spectacles, to be ready to 
Usten.T— But there was no pause occurred 
in the conversation, until it reached a point 
that brought sensations with it which quite 
incapacitated M'lon for unfolding the pa- 
per — :for reading a single sentence from it, 
as well as the others for listening, if he had. 
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The oonverBatioa wa& about little CoKn; 
for scarcely could bk paternal grandsao^r 
talk of any thing eke, save about his say- 
iag» and pranks. '* He was^ galloping rouod 
and r^und the room t& day/' said sbe» 
'^ astride upon a staff, \dien a number of 
ladies were present, andl making such a noise 
kj/mg and i&oing, that I urns obliged to re^ 
prove him. several times; and at length I 
threatened to whip him. Oa this the little 
elf came riding tip ta my knee, csyvog 4M/ 
wd bridling in hia stid^. ' Shuly you no 
whip poo Colin, gand-mamma ?' said he. 
' Yes, but I will whip poor CoUn,' saxi I, 
* and very sore too^ if he don't make less 
maseJ * Tinking Colin shall make no tmse, 
dec/ said he ; and laying down his h<tfse^ he 
stretched up both lus hands, and his dear 
little mouth to kiss me.'' 

Daniel blew his nose with bis f<N?efinger 
and his thumb, and' Mrs Johnson took off 
her green^ spectacles and wiped them. M'- 
Ion kept his mouth shut, but he waa either 
laughing or crying in hif breast. ^ It was 
a 
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adeevilish clever answer/' said Daniel, ** for 
ti little monkey o' his years to gie."" 

" Years, sir !" exclaimed Mrs Johnson ; 
^* He*s so far beyond his years, that I am 
often afraid something will happen to him— *- 
he affects my heart more than all the rest 
of the world put together. There is a lit- 
tle boy, called RoWt Forbes, with whom 
he plays a great deal, and of whom he is 
very fond. Robert lives with his mother 
and grandmother, the name of the latter 
being Mrs Colquhoon. CoUn comes to me 
one day, and he says, with the most inqui- 
sitive face, * Is Missy Coon ittle Yobbit's 
gand-mamma ?' * Yes she is, my dear,' 
said I. * An' is Missy Fobbis ittle Yobbit's 
gand-mamma too ?' * No, my dear boy,' 
said I, ^ she is his own mamma. Mrs Gol- 
quhoon is his^a^c^-mamma, and Mrs For- 
bes is his own mamma.' * But yan whe 
Colin's own mamma ?' said he. And after 
looking long in my face, and seeing that I 
could return him no answer, he turned about, 
and added in the most pathetic tone, — 

VOL. II. I 
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* Poo Colin have no mamma !' No heart 
could stand the childish pathos of the re- 
mark^ that knew what ours know ! He laid 
both his hands on his head, and turned 
round his back to me. — * Poo Colin have no 
mamma !' said he. The sweet, helpless little 
lamb ! when I heard him say so, and in 
the way that he said it, 1 thought my heart 
would have bursted through my stays.*' 

** An* mine will burst through my doub-- 
let, if ye dinna drap that subject," said Da- 
niel. " That dings a' I ever heard or ever 
felt ! How auld is the little dear brat ?*' 

" He is only two years and three months,** 
answered M*Ion. 

** Ay ; that he is, when you remind me !'* 
returned Daniel. ** Well may I remember 

that night, an' '* He cut his sentence 

short at this word, and looked in their faces 
with an unwonted degree of alarm — ^They 
remained silent. ** What day of the month 
is this ?" added he. 

"It is the " said M^Ion. 

*' This is the ** said Mrs Johnson. 
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. Both of them attempted to answer the 
question ; hut when it came to their recol- 
lection what day of the month it was^ none 
of them had power to pronounce the num- 
ber. Then, indeed, a pause ensued in the 
conversation, and it was a long and a pro- 
found one. A scene of terror and dismay 
was conjured up to their remembrance, that 
had happened to them precisely on such a 
night, and on the very same night of all the 
nights in the year. 

In the midst of this gloomy silence, their 
ears were saluted by the rapid approach of 
a carriage, which stopped short at the door, 
and in an instant the bell was rung. As 
they expected no visitor at that time of the 
night, they were not a little astonished at 
this, and sat in breathless suspense till the 
servant entered, and announced a gentle- 
inan, who wanted a private word of M*Ion 
in great express. 

*^ Who is it ?" said Mrs Johnson, much 
alarmed. 

" Don't, know, mem. His own carriage 
and footman in livery," said the servant. 
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'^ What can the chap be wanting at this 
time o' night?'' said Daniel, putting on his 
shoes, expecting the man to come in and 
stay all night, as every man did who called 
at^ Bellsbumfoot at such an hour. 

M*Ion went to the drawing-^room, where 
he found the head surgeon of the private 
asylum, the gentleman sometimes mention- 
ed before, waiting for him, with a face of 
great length and importance; who, with- 
out giving him time to ask how he did, or 
what was his business, accosted him as fol- 
lows : — 

" I fear, my lord, I am come to you on a 
mournful errand ; but I judged it my duty 
to come and apprize you, that some import- 
ant change is just about taking place on my 
hapless patient, your lady. And farther, 
my lord, as I always tell the plain truth, 
I must say, that I am afraid her dissolution 
is drawing on with a rapid progress. For 
some time past I have observed unusual 
symptoms in her case ; but this day, since 
noon, she has been ajfflicted in an extra- 
ordinary manner, having been alternately 
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covered with a copious perspiration and 
stretched in cold rigidity — ^her complexion 
at one time hlooming with the hues of the 
rose, and at another, overspread with the 
haggard features of death and distraction — 
such a case has never come under my eye. 
It appeared, for all the world, as if an angel 
and a demon had heen struggling ahout the 
possession of her frame; and as if some- 
times the one held the citadel, and some- 
times the other. In short, it is evident that 
nature can hut for a short while support the 
conflict, and perhaps, hefore we reach her, 
her doom may be sealed. I am the more 
convinced of the near approach of death, 
from the following most extraordinary cir- 
cumstance, of her extraordinary case: — Just 
before I set out hither, I observed her la- 
bouring under some strong commotion ; and 
when I took a light and looked into her 
face, with wonder I perceived that it bloom- 
ed with the beauty of a seraph, and possessed 
everylineofdeepintelligence. Whilelstood 
gazing with wonder, and almost doubting 
my own senses, she opened her languid eyes, 
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and in a feeble voice, but one of the sweet- | 
est cadence, asked me what the hour was/' 

*• I would journey ten thousand miles to 
hear that tongue pronounce my name once 
more," said M*Ion ; •* and to view her once 
lovely face, again beaming with the rays of 
heavenly intelligence would be worth an 
age of sorrow to this forlorn heart. O sir, 
let us go ! — let us go, without losing a mo- | 
ment ! — Her own affectionate father is in 
the house, and my mother — We'll all go 
together — Come down, dear sir, and speak 
to them yourself — for Heaven's sake let us 
make haste !" And taking his arm, without 
giving him a moment's time, he ran down 
stairs with him, rushed into the dining-room, 
and said, "Come, dearest mother — come, let 
us go with this gentleman without delay — 
Mr Bell, you must go with us — PoorGatty, 
he tells me, is at the point of death, and her 
reason is returned in her last moments — O 
make haste, and let us go, that we may hear 
her speak, and bless us in the name of Jesus 
before her final departure !" 

Mrs Johnson came forward as if to 
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question the doctor; but her son in the 
height of impatience took her arm, and in 
an instant had her seated in the surgeon's 
coach. Daniel and the doctor followed them, 
and a few minutes brought them to the 
asylum, where, with palpitating hearts, they 
entered Gatty's apartment on tiptoe, and in 
breathless silence. The doctor whispered 
the nurse, inquiring how the patient did ; 
but she only answered by putting her finger 
to her lips ; and then raising it up on high, 
she shook it at the visitors by way of com- 
manding profound quietness. They all took 
seats as they chanced to be standing in the 
apartment, arranged at a distance from one 
another. The doctor was obliged to with- 
draw, in order to visit some other patients 
in extremity, and there our three friends 
were compelled to sit in the most painful 
suspense, gazing on one another. The cur- 
tains were closely drawn ; and whenever any 
one of the three made a motion to approach 
the bed, the same signal was repeated from a 
determined countenance of the utmost se- 
verity. They were not so much as suffered 
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to know if she was dying or dead — sleeping 
or awake — sensible or insensible — writhing 
in agony, or slumbering away life in calm 
repose ; and all this apparently from the ca- 
price of this important and arbitrary matron. 
It was about midnight when they arrived 
there, and for three hours and a half did 
they all submit to sit in silence and sus- 
pense. At length M*Ion lost all patience, 
and rising up he advanced towards the bed. 
The same signal was repeated ; but he dis- 
regarded it, and went forward and seized 
the light. But the dame was not to be con- 
trolled in her own department — she seized 
his wrist with the firmness of a vice ; and,, 
as he did not choose to begin an engagement 
at handicufifs, she again took the light from 
him and motioned him to his seat. But 
perceiving that she would now be under the 
necessity of yielding up some little of her 
prerogative to their joint and reasonable 
impatience, she took the candle, went roimd 
the bed, and reconnoitred herself; listening 
the breathing at one time, then feeling the 
arm, and then looking into the face. 
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" Ay, there is some life still," said she. 
" You may now come and look at her if 
you list— Poor woman ! Hers is a lovely 
face now when it has no more to shine !" 

M'lon rushed round the bed, seized the 
light, and looked into her face. '* O God ! 
O God !" cried he in raptures, ** it is my 
Gatty again ! — My dearest love ! — My life ! 
—My better angel! — Do you yet know 

She lifted her hand, but not her eyes, and 
said, in a low whisper, with long pauses, 
" Yes, love. I know you — but — ^hush !--^ 
hush, and do not disturb me. The hour is 
near. Has the cock crowed ?" 

They all looked at one another with eyes 
that plainly indicated what painful recollec- 
tions were coming over their minds. It was 
a renewal of the same scene that had oc- 
curred at Sellsbumfoot precisely three years 
before, and beginning, almost to a moment, 
at the very time of die morning that it ter- 
ndnated there by the departure of the rea- 
sonable souL The old pertinacious nurse 
held up her hands, and with most puissant 
I 2 
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gestures, declared, that ^* she could not 
have helieved such a thing, had it heen 
sworn to her on the Bihle!" and added, 
" What a wonderful man that is ! There 
never was such a man as our doctor !" Then 
drawing Mrs Johnson aside, she added, '^It 
is true, I tell you, mem, there never was such 
a man for performing cures on the insane ; 
and even though they baffle human skill all 
their lives, he generally contrives to bring 
them to their senses in their last moments, 
which I account a great comfort to thdr 
friends, as you will find in this instance " 

She was going on lauding this great doc- 
tor, who had got her her place in the asy- 
lum; but Mrs Johnson shook her off, and 
joined her two friends at the bed-side, who 
wereattentivelywatchingthecomposedcoun- 
tenance of the resigned sufferer. That was 
now for the greater part beautiAiUy inteUi- 
gent, but by degrees the lines of death began 
again to pass over it. How they trembled ! 
but none of them ventured to discompose her 
in her last trial by any remark. At length 
after two or three deep-drawn throbs at long 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



OF WOMAN. 208 

i&tervals, her pangs appeared to subside, 
and the bloom of youth and beauty again 
overspread her face. It came with a sud- 
den flush, like the bright and ruddy blink 
of the morning before the darkness of the 
storm. " Alas!" said Mrs Johnson, ** I 
fear this is the last effort of nature ! — Good 
woman, can you not procure us the doctor's 
presence ?'* 

^' My husband's name, madam, was Mr 
Story," said the sick nurse, as she walked 
deliberately about, with her arms rolled up 
in her shawl, and crossed on her breasts— 
'^ But as for the doctor, he must not be 
disturbed. The lives, the senses, and the 
comforts of so many depend upon his ef-* 
forts, that he must have his time. What a 
wonderful man he is ! He will visit her in 
her turn, be assured. Please to stand aside, 
and let me examine my chai*ge. Ah, yes ! 
All her sufferings and mental oblivion are 
over — ^the extremities are cold as marble. 
But what a comfort to you all, that her 
reason has been restored in her last mo<> 
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ments ! Thanks to the greatest and most 
useful man in existence !'* 

" Whisht ! whisht, my woman !" said 
Daniel, mildly. " Mind the second com- 
mandment ; an' dinna mak a graven image 
o* your doctor," 

" Leave the room," said M*Ion ; " leave 
it instantly." 

^^ I am answerahle to the doctor alpne for 
my behaviour," said she ; *^ and he knows 
whom to trust. Leave you the room^ I say, 
every one of you — Come, come ; dismiss, I 
say ! you have staid too long. I am mish 
tress here/' 

^ This is intolerable," said M'lon ; and, 
seizing her in his arms, he carried her into 
the inner lobby, and bolted the door. 

The three disconsolate fiiends were now 
left in peace to watch by the couch of their 
beloved ; and fain would M^Ion have spoken 
to her, for he saw that she was in Aill pos- 
session of her reason, but he dared not, l^t 
she n%ht be undergoing great bodily and 
mental suffiering. She was the first to upeak 
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herself, which she did with great difficulty, 
her voice being scarcely audible, and her 
tongue apparently refusing its office. Sut 
every ear was attention to catch the sylla- 
bles as she pronounced them. 

'^ Ah ! but the struggle is a long and a 
hard one ! When shall I be set free from 
these bonds ? Oh, you are not to pray such 
prayers over my dying couch again !" 

She took fuUy two minutes in pronoun- 
dng these few words ; and when she had 
done, M^Ion was so transported at hearing 
her voice again, that he could contain him* 
self no longer, but threw his arms around 
her, kissed her lips and cheek, and exclaim-' 
ed, '' My dearest, dearest wife ! May the 
Lord of life bless you, and fit and prepare 
you for whatever is his will concerning you ; 
for life, for death, for judgment, or for eter- 
nity r 

" Amen,'* said she. " That is a sweet 
prayer, and one in which I can join with 
all my heart. O, when will the day dawn, 
and the shadows pass away? Is the third 
watch of the morning not yet come ?" 
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** It is come, and passed over, love: and 
the day is near to the breaking," said M'lon. 

** Come, and passed over ?" said she, lift- 
ing her mild eyes, and looking ruefully up- 
ward. *• No — that cannot be. Do not jeer 
me at such a time as this." 

** The hour that you dreaded is long over- 
past, my love," said he. " I do not trifle 
with you. And even now the day-beam is 
springing in the east." 

^' It has been a long night, but it has 
been a blessed one," said she. " What 
visions of glory I have seen ! — ^But if it be 
true that you say, O when shall I see my 
Saviour's face ?" 

She gave each of them her hand, and 
blessed them ; then stretching herself on 
the bed, in a few minutes she fell into a 
profound sleep, and they all remained in 
attendance. The doctor returned in the 
morning, bringing the expelled nurse along 
with him ; and after examining his patient, 
he still pronounced her dying, and wonder- 
ed that she had subsisted so loug ; '^ for 
the extremities are already growing cold," 
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said he. *^ They are dead already ; and she 
will now die upward to the heart.** 

" The extremities were cold as marhle 
long ago, worthy sir," said the nurse, feel- 
ing them in her turn ; ** and suflfer me to 
assure you, that the hlood is gaining on the 
chiUness, and that the crisis is past." 

" Are you sure of that, Mrs Story ?" said 
the doctor. 

" I am,** said she. " An hour ago, the 
limb was cold to the knee, and now it is 
lukewarm down to the heel. The arm is 
also warm to the wrist, which you may feel ; 
and I ween, that in a little space, the hand 
will he all over in a glow.'* 

The doctor*s face sparkled with joy, as 
he turned to the friends, and assured them, 
that the critical moment was past, and that 
there was now not only a great chance for 
her instant recovery, but of long continued 
good health, if the event accorded with their 
hopes ; " for in this long period of absolute 
torpidity,'* added he, " the frame must have, , 
in a great measure, acquired a thorough re- 
novation. It will be like that of a new crea- 
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ture, or a flower newly sprung from a root 
that the mildews of a former summer had 
blasted. I give you joy of this singular 
transition from utter oblivion, into a state 
of blessed and happy sensibility. In the 
mean time, the greatest care must be had 
for a season, that no kind of irritation be 
administered— *that none of her passions or 
sensibilities be moved, but that life may be 
suffered to glide on as calmly as a summer^s 
evening." 

" This is indeed a wonderfrd cure !" ex- 
claimed the nurse ; ^^ such a one as the an* 
nals of surgery cannot produce ! The world 
does not yet know what a man it pos- 
sesses !" 

" I have had no hand in it,'' said the 
doctor ; " if it, indeed, turns out as it pro- 
mises, it is a wonderful recovery — a most 
wonderful one ! But it is exclusively the 
work of all-powerful nature, or rather of His 
whose hand directs all her secret springs." 

*' Ah, yes ! It is always thus," exclaim- 
ed the nurse. " His modesty and his de- 
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ference to Heaven, are even more pre-emi- 
nent than his profound skill." 

The doctor smiled benevolently, and even 
condescended to shake the old parasite's 
hand. The most singular coinddence in 
nature, and the one most frequently to be 
remarked, is, the highest talents combined 
with the most inordinate and unqtiench^ 
able thirst of flattery. 

Gatty was conveyed in a sick chariot to 
her husband's house, and was all the while 
in a sound untroubled sleep ; for though at 
times she lifted her eyes, and articulated a 
few words, she was manifestly insensible to 
all around her, and all that was going on ; 
her lethargy continued for three days and 
nights ; her slumber being all that time un- 
disturbed, save by the administration of a 
few cordials^ which her anxious friends deem"* 
ed necessary for her subsistence. About the 
end of that period she began to revive ; but 
|ier whole frame was so languid and power* 
less, that she seemed like a creature new t(> 
life and all its functions. She spoke with 
difficulty, looked around her with difficulty ; 
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and at first she could not move any of her 
limhs^ until they were moved for her ; but 
at every succeeding effort, she gained a lit- 
tle ; till at length, after the lapse of about 
twenty days, she was able to walk about 
her room with support ; and in a short time 
after, to go into the drawing-room, which 
was on the same storey. 

Nothing in life was ever more curious 
than the tenor of her ideas at this interest- 
ing period; and as her friends had the 
strictest charges not to move any of her 
feelings, they found themselves in hard di- 
lemmas with her every day ; and the worst 
thing of all was, that their various expUna- 
tions did not correspond with one another, 
which made her consternation still to in- 
crease. It was many days ere she knew 
that she was not at Bellsbumfoot, and could 
not conceive wl^y her mother never came 
into her room ; but Mrs Bell having been 
sent for expressly, at length came, so that 
anxiety was stilled for the present. Others, 
of course, were started every day, although 
there was now a calmness and sedateness 
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in all her inquiries, that they comd little 
have eipected. She had been given to know^ 
that she had lain in a sleepy insensible state 
for three days ; and she now numbered the 
days of the month with great punctuality. 

One day, about the end of the first week 
after her awaking, she was lying in be^ 
conversing with Mrs Johnson, when she 
observed that her mother had changed her 
hangings. *^ I can conceive the purport of 
this," said she ; ^* but not where she has 
got that splendid set of curtains so sud- 
denly/* 

Mrs Johnson, not knowing what answer 
to make, put it off by asking another ques- 
tion. " And, pray, what do you suppose 
was her purpose in providing these gorgeous 
hangings, my dear ?" said she. 

'^ It was to do honour to the mortal part 
of her honourable daughter,*' returned Cat- 
ty. " That the friends who came to see 
my corpse, might see my frail body lying in 
state. Good lady ! I honour and respect h^ 
for this, as well as for believing in my pre« 
diction." 
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"You can scarcely either respect her or 
yourself the more on that account/' said 
Mrs Johnson ; " seeing it has happily turn- 
ed out a false prediction." 

" O, Mrs Johnson, do not term it a &lse 
one ! There is something there that will puz- 
zle and distract me as long as I live/' said 
she. "Can it have been a fiilse spirit that 
gave me that information ?" 

Mrs Johnson was alarmed on accoimt of 
the subject into which they had been drawn, 
4ind made no answer ; therefore Gatty add- 
ed, " No ; it is impossible it could have 
been from a false spirit that I had it ; for 
it was in prayer that it was delivered to 
me, when in agony of spirit I was suppli- 
eating the Most High. I know not what 
to think of this. My life is a mystery to 
myself." 

^* It is a mystery to us all, and must ever 
remain so, my dear," said Mrs Johnson. 
" You do not yet know the extent of the 
mystery, nor ever will. But it is best and 
safest for us, to submit, not to inquire. Let 
it suffice that you are restored to a degree 
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of health which no Uving could have anti- 
cipated. Do you perceive no difference of 
your bodily frame ?'* 

'^ Bless me, I am utterly astonished!" said 
she, '^ now that you remind of it, it ftppears 
to me as if my whole body were swollen. I 
am sleek, pliunp, and smooth ; more like one 
that has been pampered in luxury, than ly- 
ing at the point of death ; and all in so few 
days too. I cannot comprehend this/' 

" I will astonish you yet further, my be- 
loved daughter-in-law," said Mrs Johnson, 
playfillly. " Let me comb and curl your 
hair, and dress you out like a Flanders 
babe, for your husbaiid spends the day with 
you." 

'* Trouble me not with these vanities," 
said she ; " I am very well dressed — clean 
and neat aheady." 

She, however, sat up, and Mrs Johnson 
combed her flowing hair ; and when she had 
done, she parted it, and threw it forward 
over her shoulders, so that it covered her 
breast, and flowed on the coverlet. 

" Now I think I could stake any bet," 
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said she, *^ that there is not in Scotland as 
beautiful a head of hair as my daughters. 
Look at it yourself. What say you ?" 

•* That's not my hair," said she. " You 
are qiuzzing me, Mrs Johnson." And with 
that she took hold of a portion of it with 
her one hand, and followed it up to the 
roots with the other, to feel whether or not 
it was really growing in her head. — " What 
is the meaning of this ?" added she ; *^ it 
is twice as long as it was last week, and 
twice as bulky ; all that I see is beyond my 
weak comprehension." 

** You have not yet, I tell you, seen one 
half the wonders that you will see," said 
Mrs Johnson. ** I like to surprise those I 
love, when I can do it agreeably." 

Gatty's spirits began to exhilarate. She 
suffered Mrs Johnson to adorn her head, 
and put a clean cymar on her body, richly 
adorned with lace ; and when the delight* 
ed matron had accomplished all these to 
her mind, she went and brought Gatty a 
small mirror, and desired her to look how 
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die became them. She did so ; and at the 
first, she looked three times over her shoid* 
ders, thinking she saw the face and form of 
another person. At length she smiled at 
what she conceived to be such an ingenious 
deception. Behold, the image in the glass 
also smiled ! It was the face and smile of 
an angel in loveliness. A delicate blush 
overspread Gatty's soft features when she 
beheld this ; and when she saw the figure 
colouring in the same manner, she gave the 
mirrcNT hastily out of her hand, and laid 
herself down, covering her face. After a 
pause, she said, *^ There is something I 
cannot comprehend in all this. Something 
you do not tell me. What day of the 
month is this ?" 

" I beUeve it is the 80th of October." 
** I believe the same, and accounted it 
so. How then is this, my dearest fiiend ? 
Has there been a miracle wrought here?-— 
A new creation ? For my frame seems al- 
together remodelled." 

^* So long as the alteration is so much 
for the better, be content." 

9 
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^' Oh, I cannot endure to look at that 
face you shewed me just now ; it has so 
much of a luxibious appearance-^is so much 
of a pampered and guilty-looking thing, I 
cannot bear it. Pray, let me look at myself 
again, for I feel that I have a touch of in- 
fidelity in me relating to my own being." 

Mrs Johnson humoured her in this with 
great readiness, and brought back the mir- 
ror ; for she knew that it was not in the 
nature of woman to look at her own face, so 
much improven in beauty, and not be de- 
lighted ; and though Gatty coloured every 
time she beheld hers, yet she called for the 
mirror, and looked at it four different times 
that forenoon. Then again she fell into deep 
meditations, and made fiirther inquiries all 
to the same purpose. When at length M'lon 
entered her chamber, there was a blush of 
conscious beauty overspread her features, 
that formed them into loveliness itself; and 
it had been so long since he had seen her at- 
tired, and covered with the bloom of health, 
that he was in perfect raptures, clasped her 
to his bosom, and blessed Heaven again and 
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again for her restoration. Still none of them 
dared to give her a hint of what she had 
suffered, or of her long state of utter de- 
solation. They found that the period was 
lost in her estimation, as if it had never 
been — that three years, to an hour^ was a 
total blank in her existence ; and that she 
deemed the morning on which she awoke 
in possession of her right mind, in the pri- 
vate asylum, the dawning of the same on 
which she had prepared for her death at 
Bellsburnfoot. Therefore, they, agreed to 
let her come to the knowledge of the truth 
by degrees, ashermind might gather strength 
to bear it ; for they soon perceived that a to- 
tal change for the better had taken place in 
her constitution, as well as her intellectual 
perceptions, those appearing now to be better 
regulated, and not so absolutely under the 
influence of keen and incontroUable sensi- 
bility. She was still only in hdr twenty-first 
year, in the very height and blow of youth- 
ful beauty ; and what a prospect now opai- 
ed to her husband, who so dearly loved her, 

VOL. II. K 
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and to all her friends, among whom she was 
the joy^ the life, and the hond of unity \ She 
had now no complaint, no ailment, hut a 
feebleness, or want of ability in every part of 
her body — she was like a child learning to 
walk> as well as to use her hands ; but, mtk 
evcary new attempt, she made advances in im^ 
provement, so that they were all perfectly at 
ease on account of that debility. Daniel was 
die happiest man in existence ; and ever and 
anon as he came from amusing himself with 
little Colin into his daughter's room, the 
te^s blinded his eyes ; and then when he 
went again froin the mother to tbefSou, and 
beheld the striking likeness, he was affecti- 
ed in the same way. Often did he say, 
that ** God was showering down blessings on 
an auld man's head, that could plead but 
few merits for the gradous boon. But O 
it's a pleasant thing," added he, ** to hae a 
creditor that nather seeks principal not in- 
terest frae ane !^^a friend that a body can 
draw on at sight, or at five days after date ! 
He has grantit me baith a new lease, and 
a renewal of an auld ane, and that without 
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eitfaer lent or grassum, but out o' sheer gude 
Mill and kindness ; and it wad be unoG^ nn« 
gratefu' in auld Dan ever to forget if 

The first day that Gatty came out of bed, 
die could not stand ; the second, she could 
Walk a few steps, after many attempts ; and 
the third, around die room, between two of 
her friends. It was on that day that she 
first looked from the window, and perceived 
tiiat she was not at Bdlsbumfoot. The 
consternation that appeared in her looks 
alarmed them before ihey knew what was 
tihe matter. She had no great eye for ex- 
ternal nature, but she noted at first sight 
Ibat the scene was entirely new to her. 

^* Where am I ?'* <aied she ; " husband! 
— ^father ! — vihe^ am I ?'' 

" You are in your own house, my lore, 
mA hanging on your husband's and Beither's 
arme," said Mlon. 

** In what country, or what world am i 
then ?** cried she—" This is not my fath^s 
house — ^I see now there^is no part of it4;he 
same. And what towa:^ and palaces ai^ 
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these ? — ^where am I ? This is no house of 
my firther's or mine.** 

" Yiss, it is your own, my love, and every 
thing in it is your own," said Mlon, " he 
you assured of that ; and it is situated in 
Edinburgh. — ^Don't you know that we all 
live in Edinburgh now ? See, there is the 
Castle, and yonder are the Pentland Hills. 
— We are seated in the most interesting 
spot in all the neighbourhood of Edin- 
burgh.*' 

" But Edinburgh !" exclaimed she— • 
^* when or how did we come to Edinburgh? 
If I have been brought to Edinburgh, I have 
been brought in my sleep, which surely is 
impossible! Diarmid! — father! — tell me 
when we came to this place !'' 

Daniel could not for his life tell what he 
should say, so he hung his head on one sidi^ 
and put on a calculating face. — ** Humph 1" 
said Daniel~" it's a gay while now, I dare 
say." 

Having nothing from this answer, she 
fixed her eyes on her husband, and waited 
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his reply. He answered, jocularly and care- 
lessly, ** Do you not remember of our coming 
to Edinburgh, love ? — Sure you must ? — 
But perhaps not — You were in a sickly and 
drowsy state, and the whole journey may be 
as a blank or a dream to you." 

« No;' said she, thoughtfully, " I think 
I have some faint recollections of every day, 
and among these, one of being carried into 
this house, which I thought had been a 
dream ; but I remember of nothing farther, 
though I can reckon every day since Sun- 
day eight-days, — ^the one which should have 
been the day of my death, had the hand of 
God not been withheld, whether in mer- 
cy or in anger, time only can disclose. But 
I felt then as it were the last throes of ex- 
istence, and as if my soul had been separa- 
ted from my body, and in it at the same time. 
At length I thought it made its escape, or 
that I made my escape, and wandered away 
darkling among strange people, of different 
languages. That must have been a dream, 
but it went on as if it had been for ages, 
till at the last I found myself compelled to 



d by Google 



2aS THE THEEE PERILS 

come back to my old habitation ; but I 
have not even a dream of our journey hi- 
ther." 

" You must think over it again/' said 
M'lon ; ** it will come to your recollection 
by degrees ; and if it should not, it is no 
matter. You see you are here — ^restored to 
health, to beauty, and to love-.4ind have all 
your friends about you. What would you 
have more ?" 

They led her into the drawing-room, 
where every thing was superb to a degree 
she had never before even witnessed ; they 
seated her on a Grecian couch, from whidi 
she looked around her, in silent wonder, at 
the grandeur of her new abode. But it pro- 
ved a new source of consternation to her^— 
and no wonder — when she thought to her- 
self, ** When was this grand house bought, 
or when furnished, that I should have known 
nothing about it ? — all in so few days too ! 
Was it not a curious amusement of my 
husband's to be buying and furnishing a 
house like a palace, diuring the very time 
that his new-made wife was lying at the 
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point of death ?"" Her mind got quite bor 
wildered, and several times she believed it 
to be all a vi8ion« it was so like one of the 
tales of the Arabian Nights. When she awa» 
ken^ in a mornings very little would havip 
made her a proselyte to the belief of en- 
chantment, and the influence of the fairies 
in weaving the web of her &te. Neverthe- 
less she felt happy, and a good deal delightr 
ed with every thing ; for her nervous disor- 
der being quite removed, she viewed all 
nature in a modified light* She was still 
devoutly religious, without being half crazed 
about it, and loved her husband as dearly, 
without loving to distraction. She became 
convinced that something had happened to 
h^ that could not be told^ else it would 
have been communicated to her ; and she 
therefore resolved to keep a watchful eye 
and an attentive ear, and gain by her own 
ingenuity what was denied her in confidence- 
When she looked at the alteration in the 
features of her parents^ and the apparent 
improvement in the manly form of Mlon, 
she would ween at times that she had died 
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and risen again. These were but fleeting 
vagaries, that could not bear reason ; but 
that she had been carried off by the &iries 
for a few years, and won again from them, 
appeared to her occasionally the least ob* 
jectionable supposition that she could form. 
One day, while in the midst of these 
pleasing and wild illusions, she and Mrs 
Johnson were sitting together at a window 
in the drawing-room, and, though a day in 
November, it was a fine day, bright and 
warm ; so the two sat in the sun, conversing 
about many things. Gatty, chancing to 
lean forward on the window, beheld, imme^ 
diately below her eye, two children, gor- 
geously dressed in the Highland garb, with 
bonnets and plumes, kilts, trowsers, &;c. 
They were playing at foot-ball in her own 
bleaching-green, and from the moment that 
her eye caught a glance of them, her whole 
attention was riveted to the tiny elves. Mrs 
Johnson wais all in the fidgets, looking one 
time at the boys, and another time at her 
daughter-in-law, anxious to catch every look 
and every motion of each of them. 
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^* Look at the dear little lambs^ Mrs 
Johnson ! — ^why won*t you look ?— ..you ne- 
ver saw any thing like it ! See ! they don't 
play against each other, but always the same 
way, and their great ambition is, who to get 
most kicks. Well, that is delightful ! — 
They are so like two fairies"!— I never saw 
aught in my life so beautiful ! Why don't 
you look, Mrs Johnson ?" 

" So I do — I do look, my dear. Think 
you there is nothing worth looking at heie 
but the play of children ?" 

" I declare you are always looking at me ! 
—What have you to see here, while such a 
ddtghtM scene is exhibiting below the 
window? Look at the lesser boy, Mrs 
Johnson, how pretty he is ! — and dressed in 
the tartans of my husband's clan toof--^ 
Is he of the same ?" 

'^ Ay, and not far from the head of it 
neither," said Mrs Johnson ; and at that mo* 
ment Daniel and M'lon entered the. room 
from their moming^s walk. Gatty turned 
round, and called to them, with a degree o£ 
lively interest which M*Ion had never wit?- 
K 2 
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nesisedin her from the time she had become 
his wife, " O Diarmid, comehithet !--^H^« 
is such a sight as you have not seen in your 
walk ! — Dear fiither, look at this !" 

They both rushed to the window^ but 
could see nothing. 

^* Is it yon towering doud, like a rangjb 
of Highland hills, that you mean ?" said 
M'lon. 

*' Is it that drove o' mug sheep ?^ said 
Daniel — ^^ They're gayan weel heckit beast^ 
gaun rockie-rowin wi' their cock lugs. But 
I hae seen an otherwise sight than thaf 

" Ah, hear to them !" exclaimed Gatty ; 
and looking in her husband's face archly, 
she added, imitating his tone, *^ A white 
cloud, like a range of Highland hills !-~A 
. drove of mug sheep !" (looking at Daniel)-^ 
'^ Heard ever any person such baTbarians ? 
See you nothing below your eye better worth 
looking at than towering clouds and wxig 
eheep?" 

** Oh ! the children at thrar play, is it?"* 
said M'lon ; ^ we see that so frequently we 
pay no attention to it.'' 
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^< Id't the hmm ye mean ?*" Mid Daniel 
-ip.^^ Ay, that i» a sight worth the while to 
amie q' m T' 

Mrs Johnson touched him on the leg 
with her foot» to restrain him firom going 
further, for Daniel's eyes were b^inning to 
goggle with deUght. 

'^ I never saw a more lorely animated 
little fellow than that clansman of ours !«^ 
See how he waddl^ at the ball T' cried Gat- 
ty» in raptures. '^ Dear Mrs Johnson, pray 
go and fetch him up to m^ that I may look 
at him, and take him on my knee !~I long 
to kiss him, and hear him speak/* 

" If you will but listen where you are,** 
said M^Ion, ^^ you shall soon hear ^m sp&k 
eiiQiigh.«^He ia an impertinent little tea* 
dog brat, I warrant Bette^r let him stay at 
hifi play, f<»? haply you may get enough of 
him, w I intend by and by to request of yoii 
to adopt him as your ^QXXf' 

Gatty looked in his £i6e and smiledy-^HMi 
mmh as to say. It's surely time enough, to 
tbinikoftih^t Danielco,ugb«4 and fidgeted* 
^ tupi«d up the 09^ oh^ki Imt thcniia 
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laugh went backward, — ^that is, ia the con- 
trary direction of other people's ; for where- 
as other laughers give free vent to their 
breath in a loud ha-ha-ha ! or a more sup- 
pressed he-he-he! Daniel drew his laugh 
inward, making a sound something like 
hick-kick-kick ! at long intervals ; and ey^ 
and anon he drew the bow of his elbow 
across his eyes, " Ye canna do't — ower 
soon," said Daniel, — ^" for it's a vera — ^good 
— ^baim— I never saw a better— 'Callant sin' 
I was bom o' my mither !" 

^' Dear father, what do 7jou know about 
the child ?" said Gatty, with evident sur- 
prise. 

All their eyes glanced to Daniel, as with 
cautionary hints. " O, no very muckle/' 
said Daniel ; " but ony body may see he's 
a prime bainiT^He gangs as tight on his 
shanks as he war o' the true Coolly breed." 
— Daniel was driven to this reply, not 
knowing what to say to get clear off. 

As they were chatting thus, little Colin 
and Robert Forbes continued thdir tiny 
game. Forbes was taller, but not so stout 
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and well set as Colin, and the latter got 
the greater part of the kicks at the hall. 
As they ran on, Colin keeping foremost, 
Robert Forbes gave him a push on the 
neek, with intent to make him run by the 
ball, but in place of that, it made him fall 
on his face on the gravel walk. Gatty ut- 
tered a suppressed shriek, and was in the 
act: of throwing up the window to reprove 
Robert. But M'lon held it down, saying, 
" Stop, stop ! take no notice, love, till we 
see whether or not the urchin resents this 
insult" He well knew that he would; 
and accordingly Colin rose in a moment, 
wiped the gravel from his hands on his phi- 
labeg, and without saying a word, struck 
Forbes on the &ce. The latter, conscious 
that he wais the aggressor, tried to hold his 
assailant off; but Colin both kicked with 
his feet, and laid on with his open hands, 
till the other fled. As Colin fought, too, 
he threatened thus :---** Wat you 'bout, 
Yobbit Fobby? Me lain you nock down 
young chief!" 

'' What does the fairy say ?" said Gatty. 
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Colin then, pursuing him round the walk, 
overtook him, and pushed him over in hit 
turn. Forhes cried ; on which M'lon, feai^ 
ing he was hurt, threw up the window, and 
reproved Colin*—-** For shame, Colin !** 
cried he—** How dare you hurt poor Ro« 

Colin looked abashed, took Forbes by 
ihe hand to help him up^ and said, ** Haud 
tongue^ Yobhit — Colin vedy 8oddy*->^No 
doo't again, ittle Yobhit'' 

** God bless the dear little lamb r ex.* 
claimed Gatty--^** Sid ever any living see 
such a sweet forgiving little cherub? Dear 
Diarmid, call him up, call him up T 

^* Come in instantly, and qpeak to me, 
mmh !'* cried M*Ion. 

** Ise and go wit me, Yobfait Fobby^** 
said Colin, hanging his lip ; '* se^ papa 
vcdy angy." 

** What does he say ?'' said Gatty, hard* 
ly able to breathe--** Papa r 

No one answered a word, but all looked 
at one another. M*Ion blushed like mm^ 
son.-»H6 had no reason to blush ; but he 
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did SO from an appiehenaoQ of what his 
wife might be thinking at the time ; for he 
saw there was but one natural way in whidi 
she could interpret this exposure made hj 
the inadvertent boy, and yet he had not 
heart to give a true explanaticfu. 

The child, as he had been ordered, camt 
up stairs as he could wiA» which was not 
very &6t, leading Forbes by the hand. Be 
called at the door several times for admis- 
sion ; his father and grandmother hesita- 
ted, but Daniel could stand the child's mo** 
dest request no longer, as he came on com- 
mand, so he. rose and let him in. Colin 
went straight up to M^Ion at the window^ 
leading Forbes by the hand.*^'^ No be angy 
at poo Colin, papa — ^ittiie Yobbit no hui 
and CoUn vedy soddy.'' 

Gatty never so much as opened het mouth| 
nor did she caress the boy, although he 
eame to her very knee, and gave two cht 
three wistful looks in h^ &ce. She gay« 
M'lon a momentary glano^> but withdrew 
her eyes again instantaneously* Daniel was 
smffing, as if Ubouxing under the night« 
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mare, and Mrs Johnson's eloquence consist- 
ed all in looks, but these were expressive of 
the deepest interest. M*Ion gave each of 
the boys sixpence to buy toys, and desired 
Colin to kiss Robert, and shake hands with 
him, which he did ; and then Mrs Johnson 
led them out. As they went, Colin kept 
looking behind him, and said, " Who 'at 
bonny lady, gand-mamma ? She be angy at 
Colin too. No peak one wod to poo Cohn." 
Gatty's ear caught the appellation grand- 
mamma at once, and all doubts that the 
boy was her husband's son vanished from 
her fancy. Strange unbalanced ideas, at 
war with one another, began to haunt her 
teeming imagination; and, in the mean 
time, her complexion changed from ruddy 
to pale, and from pale again to red succes- 
sively. She thought the mystery of the 
grand house^ of which she had never heard 
before, was now about to be explained ; and 
that it had been furnished with such spin- 
dour to be the residence of some favourite 
mistress. But then how did this sort with 
her husband's character and principles? 
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And how came her father and mother, and 
all, to be living in that house, without ta- 
king any offence ? How fain would she have 
put the question, " Who in the world is 
this boy ?" but she had not the face to do 
it ; and so the conversation stood still. It 
stood long still ; and Daniel was the first 
who endeavoured to set it once more ago- 
ing, with what effect the reader will judge. 

"Why, daughter, ye hae neither taen 
the little dear bairn on your knee, nor kiss- 
ed him, after a' the fraze ye made. That's 
unco stepmother-like wark, an' I dinna like 
to see't. There never was a finer callant T 
this yirth, an' the sooner ye acknowledge 
him the better, for ye hae it aye to do." 

Gatty looked at her apron, and picked 
some small diminutive ends of threads from 
it, and M*Ion cleared the haze from a pane 
of the window, and looked out. He found 
that it was a subject, the management of 
which required a delicacy that he was not 
maiS;ter of. He could not shock the sensi- 
bility of his dear wife, so lately and so won- 
derfully rescued from the most dreadful of 
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all temporal calamities, by telling her at 
once, that she had lain thr^ years in a state 
of utter unconsciousness ; and he was just 
thinking to himself* whether he had not 
better suffer her to remain in her present 
state of uncertainty, r^arding the latitude 
of his own morality, than come out with 
the naked truth, when he was released £pom 
his dilemma by an incident that threatened 
to plunge him still into a deeper one. 

A young gentleman entered the room, 
with his plumed bonnet in his hand ; and 
this gallant was no other than little Colin 
M'lon-vich-Diarmid again, who came 
straight up to his mother's knee ; and, 
kneeling down, he held up his rosy chubby 
face toward hers, and lisped out the follow- 
ing words ; — ** Poo Colin come back to beg 
a kiss fom his own dea mamma." 

Gatty*s heart clove to the child ; it yearn- 
ed over him, so that she could resist the 
infimtine request no longer. She burst into 
a flood of tears, pressed the boy to her bo- 
som, kissed him, and pressed her moiat 
burning cheek to his ; then again held him 
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firom her to gaze on him, Daniel went to a 
comer of the room, in which he fixed his el- 
"bow firm, and leaned his brow npon his arm. 
Colin, who was as sharp as a brier, and had 
"been getting his lesson from Mrs Johnson 
in another apartment, now added^ '^ But 
Colin beg you blessing too^ fo you his own 
mamma.'' 

*' Yes, may the God of Heaven shower 
his blessings on your guiltless head, lovely 
boy !" said she, emphatically, ''And though 
I am not so happy as to be your mam- 
ma..—." 

'' But I say you are T' shouted Daniel, 
as he advanced firom his comer, holding his 
&oe and both his hands straight upward, 
and at every step lifting his foot as high 
as. the other knee. '' You are his mother, 
dame ; an' I winna hear ye deny your ain 
flesh an' blood ony langer. I canna do it, 
whatever the upshot may be. O, bless ye 
baith !~Bless ye ! bless ye ! bless ye r and 
Daniel kneeled on the floor, folding the 
mother and son in his arms. '' I tell you 
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ye are his mother, Gatty, as sure as my 
wife was yours.'* 

Mrs Johnson hearing the noise that Da- 
niel made, came in ; and on her Gatty fix- 
ed her bewildered eyes for an explanation. 
^* My father ravesj^" said she; and man 
never witnessed such a countenance of pale 
amazement 

" He tells you nothing but the truth, 
my dear," said Mrs Johnson — " he tells 
you nothing but the truth. Your life, as 
you truly said the other day, has been a 
mystery to yourself; it has been a mystery 
hid with God. But be assured that is your 
son — the son of your own body ; for I was 
present at his birth, and have nursed him 
on my knee, and in my bosom, since that 
hour. May he be a blessing and a stay to 
you, my dear daughter ; for he is. indeed 
your own child !" 

Gatty was paralysed with a confusion of 
perplexed ideas; but she involuntarily claw- 
ed the child to her bosom ; and, in the mean 
while, Daniel had his arms round them 
both. 
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Matters were now like to be carried too 
far for Colin, who, though the beginner of 
the fray, began to dislike it e:^ceedingly ; 
and kicking ^riously, he made his escape, 
saying, as he fled across the room, ** Colin 
not know 'bout tis." 

Daniel could not contain himself; he 
wept for joy, and absolutely raved, till Mrs 
Bell entering the room from looking after 
the household a£Pairs, rebuked him ; but he 
snapped his fingers at her, and said, ^^ He 
cared not a fig if he died the mom." 

Some explanation was now absolutely 
necessary to poor bewildered Gatty. She 
sought it herself; and it was communicated 
to her in a way as gentle and sopthing as 
possible. " It is hard for me to believe that 
you have all entered into a combination to 
mock me," said she ; " yet how can it be 
otherwise ? If that boy is mine, he must 
have been born and grown up in a ni^t. 
Did you not say to me, that this was the 
9th of November?" 

** Yes, I did, my love," said M*Ion ; 
*^ and I say so still. But you never in- 
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quired at me what year of our redemption 
it was." 

With that he lifted the Almanack from 
the drawing-room tahle, and held the title^ 
page of it hefore her eyes. Wonders crowd-- 
ed too close on one another. Her appre- 
hension could not fathom them ; and she 
shrunk from the dreadful review. It was 
pitiful to hehold her beautiful form and fea- 
tures drawn up as she would have crept 
within herself, or into the bowels of the 
earth, to shield her from the hideous retro- 
spect. 

To divert her &rther by something more 
pleasant, M'lon lifted a volume of the Scots 
Magaeine, and said, ** Since I have shewn 
you good letter-press, as proof in part of 
what you seem disposed to doubt, I will 
here produce you another of thfe same na- 
ture." And, turning to the register of 
births, he pointed one out to her, which he 
desired her to read. She could not, but 
looked on while he read aloud, ^^ On the 
17th instant, the lady of Biarmid M^Ion, 
now Lord M— , of a son and heir." ** Do 
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you now bdieve that little Colin is your 
own son ?** 

" I know not what to believe, or what to 
doubt/* cried she wildly. " Where have I 
been ? or rather, what have I been ? Have 
I been in a sleep for three years and a day ? 
Have I been in the grave ? Or in a mad- 
house ? Or in the land of spirits ? Or have 
I been lying in a state of total insensibili- 
ty, dead to all the issues of life ? What 
sins may I not have committed during three 
years of total oblivion ?" 

** Calm your heart ; and be all your ap- 
j»rehensions allayed, my dearest love," said 
M'lon^ interrupting her ; ^* for, guiltless as 
your whole life has been, the latter part has 
been the most guiltless of any. It is need^ 
less to dissemble. On the hour that you 
had predicted to be your last, your soul took 
its departure, to all human appearance. 
After a while, the body revived, in the same 
way as a vegetable revives, but the spirit 
was wanting ; and in that state of health- 
ful and moveless lethargy, have you remain- 
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ed for the long space of three years, un- 
knowing and unknown. At the third re- 
turn of that momentous day, and on the 
very hour, the living ray of the divinity re- 
turned to enlighten a frame renovated in 
health, and mellowed to ripeness in all its 
natural functions, which before were over- 
heated and irrestrainable. I speak in the 
simplicity of nature, and relate circum- 
stances as they appeared to our eyes ; but 
into the mysterious workings of the Gro- 
vemor of Nature, I dare not dive." 

" Ay, the very weest turning o* his hand 
is far aboon a' our comprehensions," said 
Daniel. '^ But I hae learned this : That 
it's wrang in fo'k to be ower misleared and 
importunate in their requests to their Ma- 
ker. An' that it's best to be thankfu' an' 
gratefu' for what we receive ; an' gie him 
just his ain way o' things. He's no likely 
to gang far wrang. An' gin he were, it's 
no us crying a', ane for ae thing, an' ane 
for another, that's likely to pit him right 
again." 

so 
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If ever there was a woman redeemed from 
the gates of death to be a blessing to the 
human race, it has been Agatha Bell. Her 
life has been modelled after his who could 
not err : it has been spent in doing good. 
Her angel face has carried comfort and joy 
with it wherever it has appeared ; and while 
she has been the delight of society, both in 
a social and domestic capacity, she has been 
eyes to the bUnd, feet to the lame, the in- 
structress of young persons in the ways of 
truth and godliness, and the comforter of 
the broken-hearted, and those bowed down 
to meet the grave. Who can doubt that 
tibe Almighty will continue to bless such a 
benign creature to the end, and her progeny 
after her ? 
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CIRCLE VIII. 



I SHALL now conclude this tale with tran<» 
scripts of two or three letters ; which, though 
dated some years previous to the time when 
the incidents last narrated took place, are, 
nevertheless, necessary toward the deal- 
ing up of a former part of this relation, as 
well as the proving of my theory, that, 

YOUTHFUL LOVE IS THE FIRST AND 
GREATEST PERIL OF WOMAN. 

I am sorry to he ohliged to wind up 
my tale with these letters ; but it is with 
domestic histories, as with all other affiiirs 
of life. — Certain individuals wind them- 
selves into the tissue of every one of them, 
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without whom the tale would he more pure, 
and the Weh of life more smooth and equal; 
but neither of them so diversified or cha- 
racteristic. We must therefore be content 
still to take human life as it is, with all its 
loveliness, folly, and incongruity. 



LETTER L 

" BuRLHOPE, January 8, 
" Deae Cousin Joe, 

** This comes to let you know things 
that would be better unknown ; but bang 
as they are, they must be known so far ; 
and therefore to your friendly breast do I 
commit them. 

" You were present at all my sj^ores in 
Edinburgh, and know how badly some of 
them turned out ; but you were also pre- 
sent at one which we had good reason to 
hope would prove some amends for the losses 
of the others. I do not say that it will not ; 
or that, on the whole, it is sure to turn out 
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a bad veature ; &r be it from me to say 
that; thefefore, when you are over your 
glass, don't you go to be smirking and whis- 
pering about to your neighbours, that your 
oousin Dick has done so and so, or said so 
and so, or that he is rued of his wife ; for, 
if you do, I won't quarrel with you, but I'll 
scart the first man's buttons that dares say 
so in my hearing. If I had repented of 
what I have done, it is no man's business ; 
and I wouldn't suffer any of them to say it ; 
and I beg, cousin Joe, that if ever you hear 
of Simey Dodd, or any other body saying 
so, you will tell me plainly — no mumping, 
or mowing, or saying things by halves--^nd 
I'll settle it with them ! ^ 

^* But I must come to the point. You 
know you were my best man, and saw me 
married to a lady, whom both you and I 
thought a treasure at that time — ^not that 
I do not think so still ; I beg you to keep 
that in view — but, in short, I was married 
-—I need not deny that to you, if I were 
even disposed to deny it, which is not the 
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case ; and if Simey Dodd say that I deny 
my marriage, he had better hold his tongue. 
^ Well, you know I had every reason to 
suppose that my wife loved me ; and I am 
sure so she did ; for she has a kiijid affeo- 
donate heart, and is very much disposed to 
the tender passion. I do not impute this to 
her as a fault — far from it — but certainly 
there is a great deal of danger in it. How^ 
ever, a woman cannot help that, you know ; 
if she is made for love, she must love ; and 
if evil befal her on that account, why, it is 
the more pity ; that is all that can be said. 
However, I must come to the point, if I 
can ; but the truth is, that I find my heart 
so ftdl of the point, that, rabbit me, if I can 
get an inch nearer to it ! But thus far is 
certain, that she who is now called Mrs 
Rickleton — ^my wife, I mean — ^was very 
much disposed to the tender and delicate 
passion of love ; and I liked her the better 
for it ; — and why should I not still ? I don't 
see why I should not. Although, in this 
case, it must be confessed that it has been 
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productive of some consequenceis that coufd 
have been dispensed with ; and has de- 
prived me of a prerogative to which I con- 
sider myself as having been entitled. But 
this is 9vpoint of law ; and as you have been 
studying that clear and intricate profession, 
I want to consult you about it. It is this : 
Whether or not a man is entitled to be the 
father of his own child ? I think he is ; but 
I am told, that in law he is not. Now, I 
think it a great pity that such a clear in- 
fallible thing as the law should take up this 
threep, and maintain it ; for, let the law 
say what it will, I, say this, that it is but 
fair and reasonable that every man — espe- 
cially a man who has an estate to heir« 
and leases on lands that extend to seven- 
teen thousand acres, which are heritable 
-pvo^^erty— ought to be entitled to be the 
father of his own child. This is what I 
want particularly to be resolved in, before 
I proceed any further. I will now give you 
the history of the whole matter, which 
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wUl enable you to lead a proof in your own 
mind. 

" When my wife was very young and 
very beautiful, long before the fortune was 
left to her, she was courted by a young law- 
yer, a gentleman of good connexions and 
high respectability. Well, this gentleman 
oourtsandcourtsattheyoungsimplecreature, 
until he gains her heart so entirely, that she 
would have done any thing for him ever he 
liked. If he had bidden her go into the 
sea and drown herself, she could not have 
refused him, she loved him so perfectly and 
so exclusively. But it so happened, that 
just when their love was at the very height, 
she got wor done day that he was married to 
another, whichmadeher very ill, and she took 
to her bed, poor woman, and was like to die, 
—-and no great wonder. He found means, 
however, to come back and make his peace 
with her, by what means I do not know. 
And there I think she was wrong, for I 
would have seen him hanged as soon ; but 
when love is in, wit is out, — ^make his peace 
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he did, and she continued to love him as 
well as ever, if not better. I can bring 
proof if I like, which I do not intend to do, 
that for every day and night that they were 
together before his marriage, they were two 
afterwards, and this I account a most hor- 
rid thing in a lawyer. I do ,not know of a 
man living who so well deserves to have his 
buttons scarted as this. But more of this 
subject hereafter. You may be sure that I 
could find in my heart to maul him, and 
kick him, and trail him through gutters by 
the feet. Well, perhaps the day will come 
yet ; but I must come to the point. 

"So you see, cousin Joe, they two con- 
tinued to love and love on, and what not ; un- 
til at length she got her legacy, which, with 
her beauty, might have made her a match for 
the best lawyer, or the best gentleman in the 
country. But the poor tlung was so infa- 
tuated, and so overcome with love, that she 
continued entirely devoted to this married 
lawyer. The devil confound him for a law- 
yer ! say I. He ought to be turned out 
of society. What think you he did ?— No 
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more honourable trick than to wheedle a 
good deal of her money from her, which 
she bestowed with perfect good will, and la- 
vished presents on him foreby. I never 
knew anything in the world in the least 
like it ! There is no living can tell what a 
woman will do, or what she will not do, 
when she is in love with a man, and comes 
to be tried by her actions towards him. 
Really, the women ought to be pitied ! for 
whenever any of them fells in love, her peril 
is not to be told. She is exactly Uke a very 
bonny ane, whom I saw dancing on a wire 
at Edinburgh, a fearsome way from the 
ground. — ^When she had accomplished all 
that she intended, and gained her full aim, 
she had accomplished but very little, and 
gained a very poor prize; but, in the mean- 
time, she ran the risk of getting a devil of 
a fell. Now, bless my heart, cousin Joe, 
what prize could any woman promise her- 
self by continuing in love with a married 
lawyer ? Any thing in the world but that ! 
I think if I were a woman, a lawyer is not 
the sort of man I would fall in love with, 
l2 
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at any rate. He would be too formal and 
cold a creature for me^ with bis clauses and 
bis contracts; bis farthers and bis fore- 
saids ; his procutors and bis interlocutors. 
But a married lawyer ! Good lord, I would 
as soon, fall in love, with the shaft of an old 
dry water-pump, or a man of snow, with an 
icide^ipe in his teeth. I believe a woman 
that is^in love is as mad as if she were bit- 
ten by a mad dog, and if that is the oase, 
she ought to be excused, for no mad body 
is accountable for bis or her actions ; but I 
shall turn a lawyer myself if I go on at this 
rate, although you see I am carrying on to 
a point. 

" This species of love continued until I 
at last appeared on the lists to contend the 
prize with the lawyer/after which, of course, 
his chance was over. But it is a fact, that 
she bad before that above thirty suitors, all 
unmarried men, though rather needy of 
'money some of them, yet not to one of them 
would she lend an ear, for the sake of this 
confounded brief of a lawyer. She made 
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-no olgectioiis to me; indeed she rather 
pushed the matter harder than was like to 
suit me at the time ; but I loved the girl, 
and took her, principally because she loved 
jaae so well, and gave me the preference to 
all her other lovers. I would have given 
a thousand pound, cousin, if Simey Dodd 
had courted her. But that's over. 

" We had not been married a month, 
till my wife begins to cry and whine, and 
shed tears. And then we conversed about 
the matter ; and I shall give you our con- 
versation in our own words ; for as I con- 
sult you as a lawyer, and have got our mas- 
ter of the academy to write out this epistle 
for me, I have told him that he must give 
it in our own words, spelling and all. 
* How can I do that,* says he, * w^ien I hear 
but one of the parties ?* 

" * Then write it and spell it as that one 
delivers it toyou,' says I, * and be cworsed 
to thee for a dwomonie, although thou calls 
thyself measter of the academy !' And now, 
cousin, I am looking over his shoulder, and 
you shall have one or two of our conversa- 
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tions* word for word, if thou canst make any- 
thing out of them." 

[" Be it known to the learned gentleman 
to whom this is directed, that I am not ac- 
countable for the grammar or orthography 
of what follows. 

" Abeam Tell, M. A. C."] 

** * Whoy Keatie, mi loove, how is it 
that I find thee puling and boobling and 
sn<»rking this geate, when I expects smmk 
and loove tokens. What the deuce is the 
meatter wo' thee ? Hast thou no a house 
of ihee own, and moe servants than thou 
canst coont? Hast thou no beef and mwot- 
ton, shocker and tey ? room and brandy ? 
a fether-bed and a l^eynd hoosband ? and, 
rabbit it, what wod'st thou hae ?' 

'' ^ Oh Richard! my dear RichardT said 
she, ^ I am afiraid I have used you veiy 
ill.' 

** * Whoten way ?' says I. 

" • Oh, in marrying you,* says die. 

" * Mearrying me?' says I. ^ Rabbit 
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it, how can that be ? That was no Uame 
of yovm, when I axed thee/ 

" ' Oh, but then I am quite unworthy of 
yon,* said she. 

" * Whoy thou mwost leave me to joodge 
that meatter, Keatie, mi loove,' says L 
' That's nwot a thing that cwomes oonder 
thy concern.' 

** * Indeed, indeed, but I am,* says she, 
* I am quite unworthy of you.' 

" * Whoten way ?' says I^ 

*^ ^ Because I'm afraid I have been guil- 
ty of a pa-pa,' said she. 

^ Now I b^ of you to take note of this 
confession, cousin, seeing that this lawyer 
of hers is a married man. She said she had 
be^a guilty of a papa, or paw-paw, as die 
said it, which comes to the same thing.'^ 

['' Perhaps my friend and patron, Mr 
Ridcleton, heard wrong here;««*perhaps the 
lady said a faux-paux. 

« A. Tell, M. A. C."] 

" This note of the dwomonie's is down- 
right stwoff, cousin. He won't be forbidd^ 
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putting in his notes. But there was no 
facks-packs in the matter. She said she 
had been guilty of a papa. 

'^I did not understand this very well, so I 
said nothing ; but as is soomhow natural for 
a man that has an estate, I deed'nt leyke to 
hear that there was any oother papa in the 
boosiness but myself; so I boott my lip and 
knotted my brows, and looked as if I had 
been conseedering the point. 

" * Now, there it is,* says she, crying; 
* I thought I might throw myself on your 
mercy, as seeing that love has been the 
cause of all my misfortunes ; but I see you 
are angry with me, and are going to throw 
me off. I thought I could have trusted 
any thing to the kindness of your heart.' 

^* * And so thou may'st,' says I ; ' I have 
a heart to forget and forgive, as well as any 
in all Northoomberland, and that thou shalt 
find. But there are some things that a man 
can forgive, and some things that he cannot 
forgive. Tell me the whole matter, and 
thou shalt not have cause to rue. Who is 
he, the papa ?' 
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*' ^ So then you have discovered my case, 
and know all ahout the matter ?' said she. 

" * Nwo ; the devil take me if I have, or 
if I dwo/ says I; * nwor perhaps never would 
if thou had'st holden the tongue of thee.' 

[She then appeared to hesitate a good 
while, and looked very timorous and wist- 
ful, as if the sun of truth dreaded to peep 
from behind the dark cloud of moral turpi- 
tude that overshadowed it.*] 

" * You may possibly have heard,' says 
she, * that it was my mishap to fall deeply 
in love with a young gentleman of the law, 
who paid his addresses to me long before I 
saw you ? O, he was such an accomplished 
dear man, that I could not but love him ! 
But woe's my heart ! It grieves me to say 
that he has used me ill,-'-^most villanously 
has he used me !' 

** 'Has he ?' says I. * You have said 
enough ! I'll try how the dog's stomach di- 
gests gun bullets. If one of them wiggy 

Iwords who keep the lawyers to their due 

I ■ I . ■ .1 1 1. ■ . II 

' ♦ « My inditlDg. A. T." 
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boonds, had ill used wooman of my con- 
nection^ I would chop him into board's 
meat, mooch more one of them gabblingcrew 
-*-<;worse them ! I'se Richard Rickleton, 
of Burlhope, Esquire/ says I, * and where*s 
the man that dares to wrong me, or wooman 
either ?' I meant to have said, * the man 
that dares to wrong me or my wooman ei- 
ther/ and wondered when she took fright, 
and went away crying and swobbing, and 
took to her bed. And so ended our first 
conference on the subject 

** Nwot long thereafter she says to me, 
^ Richard, my dear,' says she, ' I's not that 
very well, and always turning worse. I want, 
widi your permission, to go to Edinburgh, 
to my Another's house, for a little while, to 
be near some skill.' 

" • Thou shalt h^ve all the skill that the 
coontry affords at home,' says I. * Thou 
should be, free to go to Edinburgh, and to 
stay or come as thou likest, were it nwot for 
that cwonfounded lawyer. But I won't troost 
my dear wife so far from me, beside one 
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that she avowedly loves. No matter how 
ill he has used her. The worse usage the 
greater danger.' 

^* I said so» cousm Joe, and the upshot 
has proved that I was so far right. ^ But 
I'll let thee go on this condition/ says I, ' if 
thoult swear to me that thou art nwot to 
see that lawyer's face.' She moomhled and 
moombled, and knowed nwot what to say« 
' Oho !' says I, ' have I fbimd out what 
thou's going for ?' 

" * Alas, no !' says she. * You knowihat 
I love you too well to harbour any purpose of 
dishonouring you farther. I have disho^ 
noured you enough already.' 

** * Whoten way ?' says I. 

" * Ah, you know what way !' said she. 
* Or if you do not, you will soon know. 
Therefore, I pray, as you love me, let me 
go to Edinburgh for a short time, and, at 
all events, I promise to you on my most sa* 
cred oath, not to see my former lover, nor 
hear him speak, save in presence of my 
mother.' 

^' I put my hands below my arms and 
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winked with both eyes, for I was stoodying 
very deep. I doodn't kaow how far I might 
troost an ould wife when I heard the term 
^•^omier hover — mentioned. * Kabbit 
these onld hagsP says I to myself, * there's 
no saying what they will allow, or what they 
will disallow.' 

" * I am sure I would do ten times more 
for you, Richard,' says she, * even though 
your life did not depend on it, as mine does. 
It is true, Lhave given lip my liberty into 
your hands, and with it all that I had to 
give, assured that you would never make a 
bad use of aught I had committed to you.' 

" * And neither I will, Keatie,' says I. 
' Thou hast conquered. I'll ride with thee 
myself the mworn aU the way to Felton, and 
see thee into the cwoach ; and thou shalt 
stay with thy mwother as long as thou 
leykes. Only, thou's to let me hear from 
thee once a week.' 

" That was our second conference, and 
now our dwomonie shall word the rest. 

** Many a morning dawned in the eastern 
heaven, yea many a sun rose brilliant from 
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the ocean that drcumyolves our ishmd^ and 
mounted the highest peaks of the hlue Che- 
viots, and still found me lying on my lone- 
ly and sleepless pillow." [" My patron com- 
pels me to put down, that the ahove el^ant 
sentence is d — d nonsense. A. T.**] 

'' Many were the kind letters that passed 
between us, hut not a word of the lawyer, 
though mine to her bore some inquiries 
anent the man. Her health continued bad, 
she said, and that her doctor had given it 
as his decided opinion that she should fol- 
low a regiment" [" Perhaps the word was re- 
gimen. A. T."] — ** for some time! Cousin, 
cannot tell you how my hair bristled, and 
how my blood boiled when I read this pre- 
scription. * What,' said I to myself, * the 
beautiful and accomplished Mrs Rickletcm 
—My wife— The wife of Bichard Rickle- 
ton of Burlhope, Esquire, who is a trustee 
on the turnpikes, a freeholder of the coun- 
ty, and lessee of 17,000 acres of land ! Shall 
his lady go and follow a regiment of com- 
mon soldiers ? — ^A hordeof rude, vulgar, and 
beastly dogs ?— No ! sooner shall manhood 
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give place to deprayitj — sooner shall my 
denomination be changed, and my right 
hand lose its strength ! I'll annihilate the 
base doctor and his prescription together, 
<Hr may the name of Rickleton perish from 
the dales of Northumberland !' 

** It was six weeks subsequent to her de- 
parture that I received this letter, and just 
about that time I had begun to press her 
return with much sedulity. But without 
losing another day I mounted my horse and 
rode straight to Edinburgh, to prevent, if 
possible, the disgraceful catastrophe ; and 
aU the way my heart burned at the doctor, 
at the regiment, and at my spouse hersel£ 
^ She ought to have staid at home,' thought 
I, * and I told her so, which might have pre- 
vented this dreadful alternative. And what 
if she is gone off before I can reach town ? 
How then shall I deport myself? I'll first 
be revenged on the doctor,' tjbougfat I, 
^ that's certain ; for a gentleman in all his 
prescriptions should keep decency and pro* 
priety in view. And then I'll go into the 
midst of the r^ment, and if any of the 
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ofl&oers have but mentioned lore to my wife, 
I'll challenge and fight such of them one 
by one ; if any of the common soldiers have 
so much as rubbed elbows with her, I'll 
beat them like dogs from the one end of 
the regiment to the other.' 

*^ I did not need to put these high re- 
solyes into execution ; but riding straight 
to town, I put up my horse at the inn near* 
est my mother-in-law's house, and ran thi- 
ther as fast as I was able. The servant 
came to the door at my rap, and I said, 
* Well, girl, how are all the people here to- 
day?' 

" * Quite well, thank you, sir. Are you 
the other doctor ?' 

, ** ' The other doctor ? Are you blind ? 
Are you dreaming ? Is that all that I have 
£or all the half-crown pieces I have given 
you ? Is my wife here, or is i^e gone off 
with the soldiers ?' 

** * Your wife, sir ? Oh, I beg your par- 
don, sir ! Your lady is here, sir.' 

" * And pray how is her health now ?' 
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" * Middling, sir, middling. You had 
better call again, sir.' 

** * Call again ? What do you mean by 
that ? Call again on my own wife ? A pret- 
ty hint indeed. May not I see my own 
lady anywhere, or in any condition? In 
bed or out of bed? Sick or whole? You 
shrimp ! You mussel ! May not I see my 
own wife*?' 

" * It is not convenient for the family at 
present, sir. Be so good as call again some 
other time. You can't go up stairs just 
now, sir. I won't suffer it.' 

" This opposition only roused my resolu- 
tion to proceed. * Perhaps her lawyer may 
be there,' thought I, * her former lover ; or, 
perhaps, an officer of dragoons. I'll see for 
once, however. — Can't go up?' says I. 
Y(m won't suffer it ? And pray who are 
you ? Can a rabbit or a mouse prevent the 
lion from entering his own den when his 
mate lies at the end of it? Go, you fou- 
mart, you weazel, you — and chirk at the 
door to keep back vermin like yourself!' 
So saying, I turned her round by the nape 
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of the neck gently, and rushed up stairs to- 
wards my wife's room. Ere I was half way 
up, a gentleman opened her door from the 
inside, to rebuke the maid and turn me 
back. But when he saw me his jaws fell 
down on his breast with terror, and he stag- 
gered back. into the room, speechless and 
trembling. When I entered I beheld an* 
other little swarthy gentleman stooping for- 
ward on. my wife's bed, while. her mother 
stood beside him ; and another plain-look* 
ing woman sat behind. \ I have catched 
the whole bevy of them about her,' thought 
1. ' And now wiU I sift them to the very 
souls.' So, as soon as I entered, without 
inning my mouth, I closed the door, and 
set my back to it ; but finding the key in- 
side, I turned it, took it out, and put it into 
my pocket. Then striding straight up to 
the bed, all the rest gave place and stood 
back aghast, save the little swarthy gentle- 
man with the spectacles, whom I soon found 
out to be the self-same doctor against whom 
I had conceived such a mortal spirit of re- 
venge. Not knowing who I was, he faced 
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me up. VFray sir/ said he, * what express 
business has procured us the honour of your 
call at such an unseasonable period ?' 

" • Aire you the doctor ?' says I. * Sir, 
are you the doctor that has been prescribing 
for my wife of late ?' 

" * Your wife, sir ?* said he, bowing po- 
litely and offering me his hand, which I 
could not resist taking. ^ O, Mr Rickle- 
ton! I beg ten thousand pardons ! I have, 
indeed, had the honour of prescribing for 
your wife, sir, of late, and I hope to render 
you a good and a full account thereof more 
ways than one." 

*' * You are a ple^ant gentleman, and I 
like your manner well,' said I; ^ but there 
is one matter for which I will make you an- 
swerable/ — ^The regiment was in my head ; 
at the very root of my tongue ; and I was 
beginning to extend my voice, when all at 
once my attention was arrested by hearing 
my wife sobbing bitterly in the bed. This 
marred my speech ; and, turning my £iee 
suddenly round and poking my nose fairly 
into the bed, out of anxiety and fondness 
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for her that was in it, there I beheld — O 
cousin Joe, you can never guess what I be- 
held ! — ^no, not if yon were going to ransack 
^onr mind for all the greatest improbabili- 
ties that it was possible the world might prof- 
duce. If I had not the master of the academy 
to write for me, and put my feelings on pa- 
per, I never could. I cotdd not even tell 
you what I saw, far less what I felt on that 
trying occasion. As sure as the right hand 
is on me, cousin, there did t behold my 
loved, my adored wife, sitting with a very 
young babe at her bosom, and weeping over 
it ! I thought I should have sunk through 
the floor with astoniishment, and it was long 
before I could speak another word. She 
was sitting up with some clothes around 
her, and held the child, which was a fine 
boy, on her two arms; and, in the mean 
time, she was rocking it backwards and for- 
wards with short swings, looking stedfast- 
ly and aflPectionately in its fece, without 
tifting her eyes to me or to any other ob- 
ject, and the baby's face and breast was all 

VOL. II. M 
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bathed with her tears. How fain would I 
have clasped them both to my bosom aqd 
wept too ! — But honour, — stern and mag- 
nificent honour interposed, and I was obli- 
ged, against my inclination, to assume a de^ 
portment of proud offence. * How's this, 
my dear ?' says I. * It*s to be hoped that 
same baby is not yours ?' 

*^ She kept rocking the child as former- 
ly, and weeping over it still more bitterly ; 
but she neither lifted her eyes nor moved 
her tongue in answer to my question. My 
heart was like to melt ; so I saw there was 
a necessity for rousiiig myself into a rage 
in order to preserve any little scrap of ho- 
nour and dignity that remained to me. 
Accordingly, I turned to the doctor ; and, 
tramping my foot violently on the floor, I 
said, ' There's for it now^ sir! There's for it! 
That comeis all of your d--^ prescriptions!' 

" * My prescriptions, Mr Rickleton?' 
said he, good-humouredly. * That boy 
came in consequence of my prescriptions, 
did you say ? I beg you will consider, that 
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I.neyer in my life prescribed for your lady 
till within these two weeks.' 
, " When I heard that, it struck me that 
the regiment business could hardly be made 
aoQOuntable for this sore calamity, and that 
I must necessarily look elsewhere for some 
one whfereon to vent my just vengeance. 
The greatest misfortune now befel me that 
ever happened to me in my whole life, and 
I regret it more than all the rest pf my 
mishaps together. It was this. — I did npt 
then know that my wife's lover was a mar- 
ried man. I had never heard, nor ever once 
suspected, such a thing. But I did suspect 
that the poor craven that stood gaping and 
trembling up in. the. comer might be my 
wife's former hver, as she called him, for 
he was a little very spruce-looking handsome 
felloWj if he had not been in such a panic 
So^ I strode up to him, and heaving my fist 
above his head, I vociferated into his ear. 
^ I believe, sir, yqu are the man tp whom I 
must look for an explanation of this affair?' 
** * Mhoai, me, «ir ?' said he, rather flip- 
pantly, though in a sad taking. ^ Mhoai, as 
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far as TClatefi; to what is law, j8ir-b.4nliofti, 
perhaps I may !* 

" * You tben are a lawyer, sir ?* said I, 
secure of my game. 

*' ' Mhoai, yes, sir, aud a married gen- 
tleman like yourself,' said be, ^ with % fii- 
mily of my own, and perfectly well versed 
in every thing tbattektes to llie faymeaeal 
state.' 

'' * Married?' says I. * Then I feisr 1 
have mistaken my man. I'm sorry for it 
Had you be6n he^ you should have^d the 
kane !' 

*' When I said so, I saw the doctors face 
change from the darkest dread into a cheer* 
fill smile ; and I'll never forget that smile^ 
for I since have thought there was a sly 
sneer of deri^on in it. The lawyer's £ioe 
cleared up likewiise most wonderfidly. My 
revenge not bdng able to find any vent 
there, I determined to make the most <si 
my party that circumstances would p^mit 
So stepping round again to the doctor, I 
says, ^ Sir, I have the key in my pocket, 
and before you stir you shall tell me, dn 
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your honour as a gentleman, if that boy is 
come to the hjl and proper time of hk 
birth?' 

*^ The doctor hesitated; and do you know, 
cousin, so weak and foolish a heart had I, 
that I would have given a thousand pounds 
If Ike had said that the child was not. 

^' ^ He is a fine child, sir,' said he. 

** * That is no answer to my question,' 
says I. 

** * Since you put it to me on mine ho- 
nour, sir, I must say J ^ink he is/ said 
he. 

** My countenance fell;; and I felt a 
weakness creeping all over my frame. 
* Thank you, sir,' said I. * And now, sir,' 
add^ I, turning to the spruce lawyei^ ^ can 
you resolve me whether that boy can pos- 
sibly be mine or not ? It is only a little 
better than three mon^s since we were 
married.' 

'* The doctor shook his head ; but both 
the old lady and the lawyer gave him such 
looks that he comprehended their meaning; 
but, woe be to my stupid head ! I did not 
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" ' Mboai^ sir, I beliere,* said the law- 
yer, ' that the child being bam in lawful 
wedlock, is yours in the eye of the law.' 

** * It strikes me that he has been forth- 
coming excessively soon,* says !• 

" • Mhoai, sir^ — Mhoai, that very often 
happens with the first child,' said the law- 
yer. * But it very rarely ever happens again ; 
Very rarely, indeed. But, God bless you, 
sir! It is quite common with a woman's 
first child.' 

" This gave me great comfort. So I open- 
ed the door and thanked the gentlemen for 
their courtesy ; and they rushed out, the 
lawyer foremost and the doctcwr hard after 
him, the two women following slowly after 
all ; and I then addressed myself to my 
wife, asking her many questions in the kind- 
est and most aiFectionate manner. But she 
would not answer me one word — ^no, not one 
syllable, though I should have questioned 
her to this hour. She had not the heart to 
deceive me, I believe, poor woman ; and, hew- 
ing what she had heard, she dared not confess 
anything. I was obliged tb leave her and 
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go in search of her mother, but she was no- 
where to be found ; and with that I left 
the house to go in search of you, that I 
might lay my whole case open to you, trust- 
ing it to your clear head and ingenuous 
heart As I was pushing on in a very con-< 
fused state of mmd, looking at the seams 
between the plainstones, and wondering 
that th^ had not some of them closer joint- 
ed, I never wist till I was touched on .the; 
arm as if by one who wanted to speak to 
me. I looked hastily about, and beheld a, 
decent country-lookiag young woman, who 
smiled in my face as if she wished me to. 
speak to her. I thought I knew the face, 
but not being able to find the woman's 
nam^ after looking her closely in the face, • 
I turned from her and passed on. The- 
next moment she laid hold of my arm again, i 
on which I looked round a second time, and 
asked what she wanted. 

" * I want to speak with you privately 
for a few minutes, sir,' said she, / if your lei* 
sure suits, and if you will permit me.' 
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« < With all my heart, siy woman/ sasytt 
L ' Shan we go into a cbange-hause ?' 

<^ ^ O there's no occasion for that/ says 
she; ^ only let us walk apart somewhere by 
ourselvesy where we may not be seen ; for it 
does not suit for the like of me to bescsen 
talking intimately to a gentleman.' 

<< < I am not remarkably nice that way> 
my woman/ says L ^ But I shall go any- 
where you please.' 

^^' Follow me, then/ says she. ^£utfoL* 
low at a little distance, lest we he observed. 
I am not certam but that we are both 
watched !' 

^^ I did as she desired me, following her 
at a distance so far that I merely kept sight 
of her. She turned down a broad dose or 
wynd, and^ then in at a dark entry^ and. 
finally, she led me in below a small arch- 
ed way that leads under the end of the 
North Bridge into the Fish Maiket» 
• Now !' says she, * if anybody see us to- 
gether here, we can at least discern who they 
are, and if they are looking after us. I see 
you do not know me, sir? But, not to keep 
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you in suspense, I was in the room witii 
your lady when you entered, and left it but 
just now, and I watched you at a distance, 
that as you came out I might tell you some* 
thing which I suspect you do not know.' 

^ * I am very much obliged to you, my 
woman,' says I ; ' very much mdeed. I 
stand in need of some person to tell me the 
truth here, or tell me where it is to be 
&und, fi)r I can discover none of it save 
what is rolled up in a blanket*' 

'' * You are the most simple gentleman 
that evar was bom,' said she* * When you 
came into the room, you appeared to me to 
be a man that would carry all the world 
before you, and I expected nothing less than 
that you were, at the very least, to knodc 
the two fellows' heads together, and, per- 
haps, set fire to the house afterwards. But^^ 
in place of that, you are more simple than 
a child, and have not ^ven the foresight of 
one.' 

** * You never were farther mistaken in 
your whole life, my woman,' says I. * That 
is one of my mother's old fantastical rants, 
u 2 
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and you have had it firom her. But so far 
contrary is the fact, that it is quite meSi 
known there is not such a quick discemidg 
fellow on the whole Border.* 

" • You' may be so in some things, but cer* 
tainly not in others/ said she. ^ How could 
it possibly enter your head that yon fine 
boy could be yours ?' 

** * Whoten way?' says I, very angrHy ; 
for that was a matter I did not like mudi 
to hear meddled with; The woman laiKgh^ 
ed at me. I declare she laughed till the 
tears came into her eyes.. 

^ ^ Because I understand that you have 
been only a little more than three months 
married/ said she. ^ Credit me, unless it is 
upwards of nine months since you first fell? 
acquainted' with your lady, yon child is not 
yours.' 

*^ * You don't know that,;^ays I. 'There 
may be some exceptions. You heard what 
yon honest and enlightened gentleman said/' 
on the subject.' ' / !^ 

" * It was what yon honest gentlema^ 
said that provoked me more than any thing 
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I eirer he»rd iai my life/ said die ; 'and 
it was that which tempted me to make this 
disclosure. Who do you think yon honest 
and enlightened gentleman is ? — ^No other 
than the seducier of your lady, and the father 
of yon bahe. Nay, you need not stagger 
and grasp the wind that way, nor clinch 
your teeth 4U3 if you would tear him all to 
pieces, for you have let the proper hour of 
punishment slip, and I am sorely mistaken 
if he ever trust himself as near your dutches 
again.' 

^ * You are imposing on me, dame^' cried 
I, madly. * You are telling me falsehoods i 
Did you not hear him say he was a married 
man?' 

^^ ' For mercy's sake be quiet,' uy&^ she ; 
^ else my information is at an end. Stay 
till I explain. I will make the matter as 
dear to you as the sun at noon* So he is 
a married man, and has been^ so these two 
or three years. Before that time, however, 
he courted your lady, who was youngs agreat 
beauty, but a fortuneless one; and with 
mdi assiduity did he pursue her,, that he 
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sedueedi her affeetioBs, if not bar pmsoiu 
He ntdmed anothef , which had mgh farokeu 
h^ heaart; hut diortly after that, her mide 
in England dyings left her the fortune 
whieh made her ncha* than her false loMji 
his lady, aad perhaps aE his relations put 
t(^Uier; for having gentle names, they had 
not much beside. The lawyer was now 
piqued to the heart* at having lost so much 
good ready money, and so lovely a womaft 
into the bargain. So what does he but in* 
troduce himself again to your lady, then an 
heiress, (for he must be a complete scoun- 
drel,) and then he laments to her the necei^ 
sity he had been under, in oompMance with 
the advices of friends, of marrying anotjier 
while his heart was wholly hers, and would 
remain hers, and hers alone, to the day oi 
his death ! To cut the matter short, he so 
gained upon her affections, that had beea 
whoUy devoted to him Fevimisly, that in a 
short time he had both her person and ht^ 
tune at his command. It was little sdiort 
of infatuation in her ; but so strong and un- 
alterable was her first love, that though her 
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stdton were nomberless, she chose rather to 
life yen viUain's mistress, than to become 
the wife of an honest man. She at 
length became sick of his behaTionr and 
diqpHcity, and repented of what she had 
done when it was too late, resolving to teave 
Ibid, and in the dnties of honest wedlock 
fiaget his treachery. 

^ * This is the truth ; and yesterday this 
same worthy came to my house in the coun* 
try, and engaged me to nurse the child. I 
was to come and take it away privately, no 
one being ever to know save her mother, 
her nuiid, and the surgeon. I came yester- 
day, but no entreaty could make her part 
with it ; and, ^in truth, I never pitied wo-^ 
man so much. The bitter consequences 
were all represented to her in the strongest 
light. She saw shame, disgrace, and ruin^ 
all impeiided over her devoted head, yet the 
a£fections of the mother prevailed. She as« 
sented to all their arguments, admitting 
the truth of them ; but yet she could not 
part with the boy. Sometimes she appear^ 
ed to be yielding to their remonstrances^ 
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and made an effort togive up the child ; hat 
in place of diat, her arms involuntarily held 
him the closer, and pressed him agam to her 
bosom, and, in the meanwhile, she cried so 
that I thought it would burst. It appear* 
ed to me that the lady had many sweet and 
amiaUe qualities, but that she had been 
grievously misled by a deceitful selfish vil- 
lain ; and I cannot tell you how much I 
piti^ her, and how much my heart was on 
her side. I advised her, too, aXL that I 
eould, to give me up the ctaidi but, I assure 
you, it was out of no selfish motive, only I 
saw no othar mode of saving her from utt^ 
ruiu. I beg your pardon^ sir, but I must 
iust tell you what I said. ' If yoU keep 
that child and nurse it,' said I, ^ you are un- 
done for ever. If you give it up to me, your 
bui^nd will never know, and you will live 
happily and respeetably all the rest of your 
life with him.' ^ 

" * Vm singularly obliged to jrou, ho- 
Uest woman,' said I^ taking off my hat and 
bowing very low ; ' particularly Obliged to 
you, indeed, for the honour you inteilded 
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ineJ And then I made £sices, and i^bok 
my head, as if I had been exceedingly 
angry with her ; but ibr all that, I was not 
angry, but coincided in her sentiments en«- 
tirely, and wished that my wife had given 
lip the child, and that I had never known 
a sentence about the matter. What a man 
knows nothing about, can never do him any 
ill, cousin Joe. However, the woman only 
laughed at my affected and impotent wrath; 
and went on; 

**^ * Well, the doctor, her seducer, her 
mother, and myself, had a long consultation 
after we left her ; and it was resolved thtA 
we should all meet together at ihe same 
hour to-day, and take ihe child from her 
by fdf ee, even though it should be found 
necessary to put her in a strait jacket, and 
bind both her hands and her feet. — ^Pray, 
sir, do not play the madman here. See, 
there are some stragglers of passengers who 
will observe us. Kestrain your rage until 
you meet with the proper object to wreck 
it on, and then, I pray you, give it fall 
scope; My relation i» done; We had met 
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m her room according to app^tm^nt, aiid 
waited but the arrival of another gratlenmn^ 
who was in the secret, to put our design in 
execution ; and though^ I believe) it wouUt 
have broken her heart, it was intended as an 
act of mercy. The doctor, who is a good mazr, 
and a man of honour, though steady to the 
secsrets of his profession, had already inti- 
mated our design to her, when you came in 
and knocked the whole scheme on the head. 
I shall lose my nursing hire, which was to 
have been a very liberal one, but, at all 
events, I have had the pleasure of setting 
an honest and simple gentleman r%ht ia 
what concerns his honour.' 

" * You shall not lose all, my woman,' 
says I. ^ There is a guinea^note of Sir 
William's for your information. And, now^ 
Lord have mercy on the dog of a married 
lawyer, for I will have none !' 

*^ She thanked me very modestly, and 
with the greatest courtesy ; and as she waa 
going away she turned back and said, ^ Now>^ 
sir, you must not take it ill if I say, that I 
think yoiur lady has been gcossly abuped^ 
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and that she has many sweet and amiable 
^pialities. But» Lord help you^ sir, you do 
not know what we women will do fiur a man 
who gams the ascendancy over us ! Really 
we ought to he pitied ; for we are as nrach in 
his power as the flowers of the field, that 
he walks over and treads down at his wiUL 
I therefore think, if you could arrange mat* 
ters so as to take her home, andfoigive her^ 
you would never repent it. We have all 
need of forgiv^iess, sir, and if your secret 
errors were a9 much exposed as hers have 
heen, th^e would be some need of f(»rgive^ 
ness on her part too.* 

^^ ^ There's another guinea f<Hr your ad* 
vice, my woman,' says I. ' You pever said 
truer wcNrds, or words more to the purpose, 
apd, depend on it, I will not Ibse sight of 
them.' 

^ I then left the honest nurse^ after sha- 
king hands with her most cordially, and 
bidding her farewell. But it never came 
injto my head to ask her address, and she 
might have been a useful woman as a wit- 
ness. I ran across the hollow towards the 
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Theatre, but before I reached it I found 
my knees shaking, and my whole frame sa 
overcome with vexation, that I was unable 
to ascend a flight of stone steps that I came 
to without holding by the wall, and there 
was I obliged to stand and breathe, leaning 
my head against a comer. I am ashamed 
to tdl it you, cousin Joe ; I am not sure 
but I shed a great flood of tears. This had 
the effect of settling my brain somewhat; 
for before that, I was fairly deranged, and 
left my head spinning round. The thing 
that affected me most,* was grief at having 
let go the lawyer. I felt him always upper- 
most in my mind, like the taste of an un- 
slEivoury dish, and O how I did long to dice 
him in pieces ! I staggered over to your lodg- 
ings in Thistle Street, accounting myself 
sure of one who would assist me with his 
advice ; but when I called, I was told that 
you had gone into the country on some me- 
lancholy occasion, and none knew when you 
would return. I felt then as if I had been 
in a wilderness, not knowing a single indi* 
"vidual in town. Fain would I have found 
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out my wife's lawyer, and scarted his bat- 
tons, but the thing appeared to me impos- 
sible without your assistance. I might, 
perhaps, have compelled my wife to give me 
his direction, but I was not sure if I could, 
nor how far I was safe in going there again, 
without perilling mine honour. Therefore, 
I have returned home to Burlhope, as un- 
happy a man as ever was bom, and with- 
out your advice, only determined on one 
thing, which is, to be revenged on the law* 
yer. I could easily find in my heart to for- 
give my wife, seeing that it was pure and 
unadulterated love that was the cause of her 
undoing. But it goes exceedingly ill down 
with me that my first son, who is to be my 
hdr, should not be mine. This is a pill I 
can hardly swallow : For you can easily see, 
that the son of such a creature as yon lit^ 
tie bristiing lawyer, would be a very unfit 
man £>r our Border meetings. Simey Dodd 
might actually come to have a son that 
would swallow him up; I will send a man 
and horse all the way toBelisbumfoot with 
this statement, and b^ an answer from you 
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by the beaxt^. I will meet jou in Edia* 
bufghy or anywhere you please, fw I am 
burning with impatience to have something 
done in this shameful business. And auH 
Deae Cousin, 
** Yours ever. Rich. Rickleton." 



LETTER IL 

^* Deae Cousin Dick, 
'* I HAVEread the singular narrative made 
out between you and the worthy and inge- 
nious Master of the Academy, whom I ho- 
nour and admire ; and it appears to me, at 
first sight, that there can only be one mode 
of proceeding in the business, which is, at 
pnce to part with your wife. Can it ever 
go down with your high Border spirit, to 
marry the east*off mistress of a poor petty* 
fpg^ng lawyer, and adopt their bantling as 
your heir ? You have been inveigled into 
the former, therefore it behoves you to re- 
sent it, and take the benefit of tiie only re- 
dress left you. This is what you must 
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make up your mind to, and act in it with 
steadiness and determination. I will ma^ 
nage the whole business for you, and get 
the articles of separation made out ready 
fw signature. 

*^ As to the challenging of her seducer, I 
Bee little concern you have with him, hut 
you may do so if you list. For my part, I 
would account the fellow who would em- 
bezzle his kept-mistress's fortune unworthy 
of such an honour. I will make inquiry 
into the circumstances, and write you from 
Edinburgh, where I intend being in three 
days at farthest. And am. 

Your most obedient, 

" Joseph Bell." 



Letter III. 

*• Dear Joe^ 

*^ Do you think I will not make up my 

mmd, and stand steadily to my purpose in 

this busiueiss ? Depend on it I will ! Soon*^ 

er than that brat of the lawyer's shall be laird 
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of Burlhope, and a trustee on the turnpikes 
here/ I'll tell you what I have resolved <m* 
I'll sell my land and my leases ; and as I hate 
the hankers of Durham for refusing my bills, 
I'll have all my payment in their notes, and, 
to he revenged xm the dogs, I'll bum their 
trash of paper, bunch by bunch, at the cross 
of their shabby town. I'll discard the law- 
yer's mistress and his son for ever, if the law 
will do it for me ; for you have roused my 
spirit to the hottest indignation. But none 
of your quirks to bring the lawyer off from 
fighting me. He is good enough for kill- 
ing, and kill him I will> or be shall kill me, 
which I think he is not qualified for. I 
have many concerns with him, and each of 
them a quarrel on which I am willing to 
stake life and death. Firstly, for the wrong 
he has done to his own wife, — I will %ht him 
on that score. Secondly, for seducing a poor 
widow's only daughter. Thirdly, for em- 
bezzling her fortune after he had h&c at bis 
will. Fourthly, for his seizure of mt/ wife, 
and for coming into h^ own apartment with 
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Tcypes and a strait jacket Do you think I 
would suffer that, if she were worse than she 
is? Was she not my wife at the time? And, 
lastly, for mocking me personally, and tell- 
intg me that his bastard was my son in the 
eye. of the law, and many other impertinent 
thuigs. Fray, cousin, scart his buttons for 
me directly, if you can find him out, which 
you may easily do by his way of speaking, 
for he cannot begin a sentence without say- 
ing, * Mhoai, MhoaL' — ["Learned sir, deter 
your friend from this battle ; depend on it, 
that, as Horace says, Fkhit et ifmgnis 
tota cantahitur urbe. A. T.*'] 

^' Sicut ante, Rich. Rickleton." 



LETTER IV. 

** Dear Sir, 

'' Come. to Edinburgh without farther 

delay. I have every thing in a fair way for 

bringing about the intended separation,—- 

have notified the matter to the unfortunate 
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woman, who is entirely resigned to your 
will, and means to offer no impediment, and 
have also discovered her seducer, who cer« 
tainly deserves the rod of correction as ridi- 
ly as any one I have known. For my part, 
I'll take no hand in it,havinggot myself into 
both trouble and disrepute with your brawls 
formerly. I cannot, on any account, sffBBsr 
as your second again;; but you will find 
plenty who will stand by you in such a ca»e 
here, who are as fond of a little mischief as 
you can be for your life. Yours, &c. 

" Joseph Bell." 

The following letter is dated from Edin^ 
burgh, and addressed to " Abram Tell^ 
Master of the Academy, Ryechester." It 
is written in a very peculiar old hand, ha- 
ving been evidently dictated by Richard to 
an amanuensis, whose style of composition 
is as remarkable as his writing. 

17 
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LETTER V. 



C6 



« Dear Mr Domokie, 

As I did promise unto thee^ so do I 
also hereby set myself to perfonn. And, be- 
hold, are there not many things whereof I 
have to speak ? But firet not thyself in any- 
wise, for as yet hath there no evil befallen 
to thy servant. When I descended upon 
this great city, I did seek out the abode of 
my friend, even of Joseph. And I said 
unto him. Wilt thou not go forth with me 
to battle against this man of Belial? and he 
said, I cannot go. But, behold, there is one 
John, the son of Rimmon, who is related 
to the nobles of the land, and he has been 
a man of war from his youth upward, lo, 
shall he not go forth with thee to battle ? 
And he said, I will go. And I wrote un- 
to the man that did go in unto my wif^ 
saying. Hast thou not wronged me, in that 
thou hast betrayed the woman of my bo- 
som and wasted her substance ? See thou to 
it; for I have found thee out^ O mine ene- 

TOL. II. N 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



290 THE THREE PERILS 

my, and thou shalt answer to me with the 
life that is in thee, for the honour and vir- 
tue which thou hast destroyed. Therefore, 
come thou forth with thy sword in thine 
hand, that we may look one another in the 
face, at such place as the son of Rimmon 
shall appoint. And John, the son of Rim- 
mon, went into the house of the man, hut, be- 
hold, he was not there ; and he left a piece of 
parchment, having my name inscribed there- 
on, and nothing beside ; and the man hath 
fled, and to-night we set out in pursuit of 
him to a far distant city, from whence thou 
shalt hear from me ; and, behold, am I net 
thy servant ?" &c. ice. 

The next is dated from Glasgow^ and 
addressed to Mr Joseph Bell. 

LETTER VL 

" Dear Sir, 
'^ I am requested by oiu: friend, wIk), it 
seems, is slow in the art of penmanship, to 
inform you of our proceedings ; and I do 
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assure you I never had such sport in my 
life, nor did I ever meet with such a cha- 
racter as your cousin. He is set on battling 
as he calls it, and his spirits always rise, or 
fall, in proportion as he supposes he is near, 
or distant from, the scene of action. I have 
had the greatest difficulty in keeping sight 
of Mr Shuttlecock the lawyer, in this city, 
and am now thoroughly convinced that it 
was not, as his derk pretended, any busi- 
ness that brought him here, but that he 
mefrely fled from the face of Mr Rickleton. 
He had alighted from the coach on enter- 
ing the city, and gone off with a porter ; 
after calling at every inn and hotel in that 
quarter, I could find nothingof him, and, not 
knowing him personally, I began to suspect 
that all my searching would be in vain. 

'^ In the meantime, the irritated husband 
was all impatience, and was running about 
the streets the whole day in search of his 
man ; for he always asserted, that he never 
would forget the rascal's face, nor mistake 
it, as lang as he Uved. Had you seen him 
goii% biting his lip, and looking into every 
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gentleman's face who was about the size he 
wanted, how you would have been amused! 
I often followed him at a distance to enjoy 
the scene, and observed many young gen- 
tlemen sore surprised at the looks he gave 
them, who also followed him with their eyes, 
and did not seem to recover their equani- 
mity for a good space. Last night, to my 
astonishment, he came not in to dinner, at 
which I was not a little chagrined, for I 
deemed that I had traced the ftigitive, and 
wanted your friend's signature and acquies- 
cence in my proceedings. At a late hour 
I received a card almost totally illegible, 
intimating that I would iSnd him at the 
guard-house^ where he needed my assistance 
very much. I went, and found him in con- 
finement, on a charge of assault and bat- 
tery ; and the account that he gave of the 
business was the most original I have he^* 
I shall try to give it you in his own woids, 
as nearly as I can recollect, md I am cer- 
tain I have not forgot many of his ex^e^- 
sions. 
" • Whoy, mon, I was rooning and roon- 
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i|ig about»' said he, ^ looking for my woife's 
lawyer^ and, whanoover I could see a noom- 
ber of people, there I was shoore to be in the 
moodst of them ; and ^t length I foonds 
me mon joost going snooking over soome of 
his law papers. 

" • Hoo-hoo, friend!' says I, ^ is this 
you?' says I. 

" * Ay, to be shoore it is,' says he. 
*^ * And do you know I's very glad I has 
found thee ?' says I. 

" * Ecod so r says he. ' Thank you sir,' 
says he. 

'^ * I suppwose thou knows that I has a 
bit of an account to settle with thee ?' says 
I. 

" * Yes, I doos,' says he; * and it is poot 
to your charge but not extracted. You can 
call and settle it some other time.' 

" ' No, rabbit it, I'll settle with you be- 
fore we part,' says I. 

** * Thank you, sir !' says he. * What 
were the articles I foomished you woth ?' 
says he. 
** ' Nay, it is nwot for the article foomish- 
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ed me! says I, ' for that I mean to retoorn 
to thee hand. It is for the articles foornish- 
ed to me woife/ 

" ' Thee woife, sir ?' says he. 

" * Ay, me woife, sir,' says I. • Noo, I 
will bet that thoo*lt deny thou ever know- 
ed tfooch a lady as Mrs Rickleton of Burl- 
hope ? or a Miss M*Nab ? or that thou 
ever foomished her with anything besides a 
set of rwopes and a strait-jacket, which I saw 
myself?' 

" • Mrs Rickleton !— Miss M'Nab !— 
I am rather at a Iwoss, sir,' says he. 

** * There's to help thee memory, then,' 
says I, knocking his hat off into the doorty^ 
rdoner. But me man was game. He flew 
at me nwose like a weasel, and he cworsed 
and swore mwost fearfiiUy. * Cwom, cwom^ 
me fine fellow, I'se glad to see that,' says I, 
^ for I should not have liked that me woife 
had been seduced by a fugicock.' Then I 
gived him such a breaker that he toombled 
into the doorty siver ; and I keecked him 
and toombled him over the bwody, and he 
rwoared out, ^ mworder!' but I employed me 
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time as well as I could, till the officers came 
and apprehended me. And now they have 
meade a very oolfaurd stwory out of it, and 
they dwon't believe a word about what he 
has dwone for me woife.' 

" * But are you quite siure of youir man/ 
says I, * Mr Rickleton? For I flattered 
myself that I had ferreted him out else- 
where.' 

•* ' Ooh, shoore of my man !' exclaimed 
he — * Thpt I am ! Rabbit his bloode, if I 
shall ever tbrget a bit of his feace as long as 
I live !' 

" I went the next day to hear the parties 
examined. The wounded man was brought 
in a chair, and appeared to be fearfully 
mauled. His statement differed little from 
that given me by my friend ; only he said 
the gentleman diarged him with furnishing 
some insufficient articles to himself and his 
wife, which the complainant could not re- 
collect, and he was convinced he had mis- 
taken him, (the complainant,) for another 
man ; for, on his going home, he had caused 
his clerk to look into his ledger, and it con* 
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tained no such names as those mentioned 
by the aggressor. 

In the meantime, there were no ques- 
tions put to the complainant relating to his 
business, or whence he came, which I won* 
dered at, but did not interfere. Rickleton 
was brought in escorted by two officers; 
and the account that he gave of himself set 
the whole court a-laughing, but the judge 
was always obliged to inquire at others, 
* what he was sapng T His broad N(»rth- 
umberland tongue, with the innumerable 
gutturals in which it was involved, render- 
ed his language quite unintelligible to the 
worthy Glasgow magistrate, to whom he 
gave himself up as an £nglish squire, a &ee^ 
holder, a trustee on the roads, and. tenant 
of an immense extent of land, all in one 
breath. He denied nothing with which he 
was charged ; but, when he came to state 
the o£fence received, the whole house, not 
excepting the judge, fell into convulsions of 
laughter. You may easily conceive the im- 
port of the charge, for it was of such a na- 
ture that I cannot write it, but not one of 
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the vigible muscles of his face moved. On 
the contrary, he grew quite angry; his face 
reddened to a flame ; his tongue faltered, 
and the thread of his accusation grew alto* 
ther inexplicable, 

" ' Let me understand you properly/ 
says the judge. * You state yourself as a 
gentleman of property in Northumberland, 
do you not ?' 

" ' Yes, I doos, sir/ says Richard, in a 
loud offended tone, 

*' ' And do you reside on your property ?' 
' '' ' Yes, I doos, sir. I have resided there 
all my life,' 

" * And do you accuse this gentleman of 
debauching your ivife and embezzling your 
property ?' 

'* ' Yes, I doos, sur ; of debauching me 
woife, and embezzling kar property, sur, 
Hur property/ 

'* ' Well, these are heavy charges, sir, if 
you can make them good. Mr M*Twist, 
what say you to this ?' 

'' * I say, ray lord/ said the complainant, 
* that I never was in Northumberland in 
N 2 
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my life, nor, as far as I know, within fifty 
miles of it.' 

" ' I never said thou wost, and be cworsed 
to thee,' cried Kichard, in a great rage. 
* It wos befwore that thou didst all the 
evil. And, mwone, did'st thou nwot try to 
fworce thy beam upon me by sworae quurk 
of thee law ? And did I not catch thee in 
me woife's own bed-room with a strait jack- 
et and a fank of rwopes to bind her ?* 

" * T never heard anything so atrocious 
as this in the course of my life !' said the 
judge. * Mr M*Twist, was this really 
true ?' 

" * Not a word of it, my lord. I assure 
you there is some mistake on the paxt of the 
gentleman, as I said at first. Let him state 
time and place, and I shall prove an alibi.' 

" ^ Prove a what?' cried Richard, in great 
wrath. 

" * Pray, suffer me to put the questions 
myself,' said the. judge. * Mr Rickleton, 
are you sure of your man ? WiU you make 
oath that this is the gentleman who wrong- 
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ed you in the affections and fortune of your 
wife?' 

*' * Yes, I wooll, sur, whenever you like, 
and as often as you like.' 

" * And» pray, whom do you suppose this 
gentleman to be ?' 

" * Whoy, a dog of an Edinburgh law- 
yer — Mr Shootlecock.' 

" * Well, sir, it so happens, that, to myper- 
sonal knowledge, this gentleman's name is 
M^Twist ; and, instead of being an Edin* 
hijxrgh lawyer, he is a master-tailor in Can- 
dlerigg Street, in this city.' 

" Had you seen your cousin's face when 
he heard that it was a Glai^ow tailor whom 
he had attacked and beaten ! You never 
saw, I shall be bound to say, so perfect a 
picture of disappointed revenge, and hum- 
bugged chagrin. He could not look the 
judge in the face, but turned his head first 
the one way and then the other, to the great 
amusement of a crowded court. He at 
length found utterance in bitter recrimina- 
tions* 

" ' Wod rabbit the clipped soul of him!' 
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exclaimed he. * Whoy but he tould me 
that he was a tailor ? If I had known that 
he was a tailor, I'll be cwcnrsed if I would 
have touched him with one of my fingers. 
He deserves all that he has got for his stoo- 
pidity. Whoy, after all, I must beg the 
gentleman's pardon. I has been guilty of 
a foolish mistake.' 

^* The Gliisgow tailor was a man of spirit. 
He claimed no damages, but forgave all 
freely. He was afraid that the accusation 
related to his honour, in having Aimished 
goods of an inferior quality, which charge 
he was resolved to dear himself of But, 
since it had originated in a mistake, owing 
to some unfortunate personal resemblance 
in him to one who had used the gentleman 
so ill, he was content to suffer the conse- 
quences. 

" The judge highly commended the tai- 
lor's generosity ; and then, turning to Mr 
Rickleton, he gave him a severe reprimand 
for the rash and ungentlemanly attack 
made on an innocent man, and advised him, 
in future, to seek sjatisfaction in some more 
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prudential way, that was not liable to such 
mistakes. 

' '' Richard told him broadly, that he had 
come all the way from Northumberland to 
Edinburgh to challenge the gentleman who 
had wronged him. But that, on receiving 
his card, he had fled the city, and that he 
had followed him here for the same pur- 
pose ; but, finding that he was skulking, 
and durst not shew his &ce, he was on the 
look-out for jhim,and, thinking he had found 
him, he was determined not to quit sight of 
him again, as he had once done before. 
This confession was unfortunate. Richard 
was bound over to keep the peace, and the 
next morning the whole affair appeared in 
the papers, so that I suppose the little law- 
yer may hug himself in safety for this bout. 
I am going to try to find him out, how- 
ever, and, if he has spirit to take a trip out 
of the county, I will risk the restriction. 
As fcHT Richard, he will risk anything to 
be revenged on him. You shall hear from 
us to-morrow, or as soon thereafter as we 
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have accomplished anjrthing worth detail- 
ing. I remain, Sir, 

" Yours most faithfully, 

" John M^Kinnon/' 



LETTER VII. 

" Dear Sir, 
'^ The lawyer, as Richard calls him, has 
fiiirly shown the white feather again. I 
foimd him out, though the pains that he. 
had taken to conceal himself were almost 
beyond conception ; but I eflFected it by 
offering a small reward to the porter who 
would find me out the different men of that 
fraternity who had been employed to cany 
his trunk from one place to another. I chal- 
lenged him to mortal combat, in your cou- 
sin's name, on which he had no other shift 
but that of denying his own name, and all 
knowledgeof theinjuriescomplainedof. But 
he was in such a terror that I was actual- 
ly sorry for him, and, when I proffered to 
bring the redoubted Rickleton face to face 
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with him to proTe his identity, I thought 
the poor man should have fainted. He 
said he had no knowledge of either the one 
or the other of ns, and ordered me out, I 
was obliged to comply^ hut told him^ that he 
should not escape in that way. In a short 
time I brought Richard, and, without tell- 
ing him aught of the circumstances, placed 
him in a situation where he could he seen 
from Mr Slmttlecock's windows, and^ leav- 
ing him there, I desired him to wait for a 
short time till I returned. There I suffer- 
ed him to pace ahout for half an hour, 
meaning to prevent the hero of the law from 
leaving his lodgings till I could prove his 
identity, which 1 had found a cue to. But 
the sight of the herculean Northumbrian 
had been too much for his nerves, for, when 
I called again with a client of his, he had 
made his escape by aback-door, and since that 
time he has returned no more to his lodg- 
ings. As I do not think him worthy of 
any farther pursuit, I have posted him over 
all Glasgow, and request that you will do 
the same in Edinburgh, that he may no 
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more be able to show his worthless face. 
When a fellow assumes a rank so distin- 
guished as the one in which he moved, and, 
at the same time, commits acts which he 
dares not show his face to answer for, the 
sooner he ijs chased from society the better. 
Richard is terribly out of sorts. He ac- 
counts the posting no amends whatever. 
He says, * What the dooce signifies your 
boots of printed paper? I would not give a 
tooch of a boollet or a good sword for fifty 
thoosand of them.' Yours, &c. 

" John M*Kinnon/' 



LETTER VIII. 

** Dear Cousin, 
" I AM going into East Lothian for two 
or three days, to try to recover part of an 
old and very large debt. I pray you to get 
all the formalities settled regarding my 
separation from my wife, for I am deter* 
mined to make an example of her, to deter 
all other women ftom imposing on men 
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again in the same manner, from this time 
to the eiid of the world. I will make her 
to feel the extent of the folly she has com- 
mittedj and turn her off to be a byword and 
a reproach among all her sex. I have shut 
up my breast against pity, and yet there is 
something very extenuating in her case. 
She was seduced when very young, wlien 
her seducer was rich, and moving in high 
life, and she poor, and moving in low life, 
and on the pretence of marriage too, I ac- 
count nothing of this, it was almost a 
natural consequence. But, after he had 
slighted her and married another, that she 
could not shake herself free of him in any 
other way than by marrying me, is what 
I will never forgive, and 1 long exceeding- 
ly to see her face to face once more, to 
give vent to the whole of my indignation. 
How 1 would brand her with infamy ! If 
her conscience is not made of the fore- skull 
of a lawyer's head, I shall wring it, and it 
would give me a great deal of satisfaction 
to see her writhing under the lash for the 
dishonour she has brought on me. What 
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I should do next, I scarcely yet know, but 
my spirit is moved at this present time to 
do something highly recriminating, for, you 
know, I am apt to run to extremes in every- 
thing. Lose no time, dear cousin Joe, in 
bringing this business to an issue. This 
letter, you will perceive, is in a lady's 
hand. 



LETTER IX. 

** Dear Joe, 
^^ I have engaged the Domonie to give mea 
day's penmanship, in order that I may be en- 
abled to give you a*detail of all the events 
that have happened to me since I was last in 
Edinburgh* I know that you will have been 
expecting some explanation, and it is proper 
and right you should have it, after all the 
trouble I put you to in settling the terms 
of my divorce, or act of separation, as you 
were pleased to call it. Perhaps you will 
be offended at me for the part I have act** 
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ed, and I think myself it was \^Tfong ; but 
what is disreputable to one man is quite 
consistent with the character of another* 
An act that would damn Dick Rickleton^ 
if committed by an Edinbiu-gh lawyer 
would only raise his character as a glib, 
shrewd fellow, that knew how to cheat or 
hoodwink his neighbour, and without that 
character they find but little employment. 
And, on the other hand, a thing that would 
send a lawyer to Coventry, as they say, 
woidd only exalt the character of Dick 
Rickleton, as a good-hearted, honest fellow. 
Having given you this previous explanation 
to prepare you for what is to follow, I shall 
now proceed to particulars, 

*^ Notwithstanding your prohibition, I 
determined to see my wife before I left 
Edinburgh; for I found a spirit of insulted 
honour and abused affection burning in my 
breast, and I could not renounce the only 
opportunity I might ever have, of giving 
vent to them, and proving to her that her 
once fond husband, Richard Rickleton, 
Esquire, of Burlhope, was not a man to be 
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insulted with impunity. I studied every 
cutting reproaeh that was to be found in 
the £nglish language, and treasured them 
up to pour upon her head ; and, in a spe- 
dal manner, I intended to dwell largely on 
the Seventh Commandment, and to repre- 
sent to her the meanness of her error in 
taking up with a married lawyer I a knav^ 
and a cowird. 

** Well, away t goes, rather early, perhaps, 
to call on a lady-nurse, it being between 
dght and nine in the morning ; but the 
damsel of the house would only speak to me 
across a large chaiu, such as they have at 
the prison-doors, which I thought proud 
treatment ; and so I says to the lass, ^ I'm 
thinking, hinny,' quo' I, * that ye haena aye 
keepit that ousen-sowm linkit across the 
door when the men came to gie ye a ca' ?' 
That made her look two ways at once, and 
she said nothing. ^ Never ye mind, my 
woman,' says I. * There are some things 
that, when once they are done, it is not 
easy to undo again ; and, in that case, the 
doers maun just make the most of them 
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tbat they can. Hae, there's half-a-crown to 
you, go up the stair and tell Mrs Rickle- 
ton that her husband wants to speak a 
word or two to her, before he leaves town ; 
that he insists on it^ and is determined to 
take no denial/ 

** The lass went^ as desired, hut still with- 
out taking the chain oflF the door ; and, af- 
ter waiting ever so long, she returned, and 
said the lady was scarcely in a condition to 
be seen at present, but that she begged I 
would return in the afternoon, and that I 
should then see her. I was obliged to pro^ 
mise — what could I do? So I went and put 
off the day the best way I could, but I diurst 
not call on you, nor so much as come to the 
side of the town that you dwelt on, for I 
knew you would disapprove of the violent 
measures which I purposed ; therefore, I 
dined at a coffee-house, drank two half- 
mutchkins, and, going to my appointment, 
was admitted at once. My wife was up, 
^ sitting by a fire in her bed-room, and dress- 
ed in the most decent and becoming style* 
She held the child on her knee, and the lit- 
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x^ih rogue was all flaunting with muslins 
and laces. I entered full of passion and 
fury, but in all my life I had never seen 
aught half so beautiM and innocent-like as 
the mother and the child ; and as I saw her 
eyes shining through tears, I had not the 
heart to begin my system of abuse. How- 
ever, I plucked up my spirits, and put on 
a brazen face ; and I says, in a stern, offen- 
ded voice, * Well, Mrs Cathrine, I sup- 
pwose Ts no very welcome visitor here ?' 

" * Indeed but you are welcome, sir,' 
said she ; ^ and 1 am very happy at having 
this opportunity of speaking a few words to 
you, as I may perhaps never have another!' 

" * It is not very likely that you will, 
madam,' says I. * Not very likely indeed. 
For, once I have told you a piece of my 
mind, I intend bidding you farewell for ever. 
You have behaved in a fine style !' 

*^ * My behaviour has been such that 
there is no treatment too bad for me,' said 
she. ' But I have been more sinned against 
than sinning. Love alone was my error, 
but unluckily my love was first fixed on one 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



OF WOMAN. 811 

who was capable of turning it to the worst 
of purposes. From the moment that I was 
first led astray» I repented and loathed, my- 
self for my weakness; yet, for all that, I 
found myself entangled in mazes of deceit 
and falsehood, from which it was impossible 
for me to make my escape. It was to dis* 
entangle myself from the snares of a villain 
that I engaged myself with you, not being 
then aware of the state to which I was re- 
duced. Now, it seems that my whole for- 
tune is at your disposal ; and your cousin 
has made out articles, ready for our signa- 
tures, which would have been quite fair, and 
liberal enough, had that portion of my for- 
tune that is assigned to me, been tangible. 
But you know the greatest part of it has 
been lent to my betrayer, and where is the 
probability that I shall ever be able to reco- 
ver it ? The certain consequence, then, to 
me, is, that this poor, friendless, outcast 
boy, and I, will at once be £ast on public 
charity. Now, as I have no reliance on any 
person but you, and know your goodness of 
heart, I must entreat of you, that you will 
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make the settlement between us so as that 
I may be protected against sheer pauper- 
ism, the very thought of which terrifies 
me. What would you think, or what would 
you do, if this boy and I came begging to 
your door ?' 

" * What would I do ?' says I, hardly 
able to contain myself. * By Gr — , I knows 
well enough what I would do.' 

'^ ^ Spurn us from the door, withoof 
doubt,' said she. ^ 

" ^ I would see you both d — d first,' says 
I ; and I was blubbering, I fear, or some 
such ridiculous thing, for I could not en- 
dure the thoughts of the woman that had 
lain in my bosom coming beg^ng to isxf 
door; and therefore, before I could pro- 
ceed, she looked seriously at me, and asked 
me why I was so much affected ? 

" * I's nwot the least a&cted,' says !• ^ I 
hates all swort of affectation as I hates a 
bully. Thou does not say that I's afi^ted ?' 

" ^ I only asked what you would do^ if 
this boy and I came b^ging to your door? 
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You would not take us in sure^ and pro- 
tect us ?' 

" ' Would 1 not, Kate?' says I. * But 
cworse me then if I would not. Ay, and 
give you the best and beinest seat in the 
house too !' 

" * Well, I believe you would,' said she, 
* for you have a kind and forgiving heart. 
But why, then, not take us under your pro- 
tection at present, before such extremities 
arrive, as arrive they will ? I feel that I 
cannot live an outcast in the world, without 
some one to protect me ; for, from the lit- 
tle experience I have had of my own ma- 
nagement, I know I should soon be desti- 
tute ; and then what would become of me ?' 

" * Well, what would you have me to 
do ?' said I, for I did not know well what 
to say. And I found that all the severe 
animadversions which I had studied were 
in danger of being lost. * What would 
you have me to do ?' says I. ' Would you 
have me to take you home to my house and 
my bosom as I did formerly ?' 

" * No, no, I am not so unreas(mable as 
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that/ smd she, * aad if you wer^ to make 
me such an oflFer I would not accept of it' 

•• * The devil you would not!' said I; 
for I found, myself nettled at such a reply^ 
and somewhat disappointed. I expected 
she would have said, • Yes,' and I know not 
how I should have refused her; but, when 
she said she would not accept of such $n 
offer, I found I was safe, and had nothing 
to fear. ^ AH that I Want,' continued she, 
' is, that you will not cut me off with any 
set portion, hut grant me such an allowance 
yearly as circumstances and casualties may 
require. I have ixo dread to leave the mat- 
ter entirely in your option ; only I cannot 
endure to he cut off from all mankind, and 
to have no one evdn to thini qfas a pro« 
tector.' 

" ' I neter thought of such a thing, 
Kate,' says I, * else the ^voree should newr 
have been sanctioned by me. But I <;an 
easily enter into your fe^Ungs ; and thac- 
£oare let my cousin present ydu what scrolls 
and parchments ev^ he likes, do not you 
subscribe one of them. For I heie promise 
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to you, on the honour of a trustee, (on the 
toompikes, I mean,) that you shall never 
want as long as I have. And, if my word 
is not sufficient, I shall give you what other 
security you choose to ask.' 

" * Sufficient !' exclaimed she ; * ay, it is 
sufficient to me for a thousandtimes as mucti V 
and, with that, she sunk down on her knee, 
and, holding the child on her left arm, with 
her right hand she took hold of mine, kiss- 
ed it, and shed a flood of tears on it. Lord, 
cousin Joe, I did not know what to do! 
You must excuse me for all the follies I 
have committed, fox I was quite overcome, 
and actually stood puffing and crying, like 
a great lubberly boy that had been sent to 
drown a litter of pups, and was obUged to 
bring them home again from a misgiving of 
conscience. Our lucrative and high-wrought 
plans of a permanent separation were all 
\Aovm up by a woman'is breath, and a wo- 
man's tears. Still they were those of a love- 
ly one, that you must confess, with all her 
errors. ^ Your word ii^ sufficient to me for 
a thousand times as much!' cried she. 
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• And now may the Lord of Heaven bless 
you ! and I know he will bless you, for this 
yielding kindness to a poor hapless sufPerer. 
Now I have one on whom I can count, to 
my heart at least, as a protectory and but 
the very last minute I had none. Some 
fond thoughts found their way into my bo- 
som, that perhaps this son of sorrow and 
shame that lies at my breast, might live to 
protect and support his mother. But the 
prospect was a distant one, and then how 
did I know but he might live to curse me ? 

that was an insupportable thought, but 
it was one of those that the guilty feel. 
Now, sir, I have gotten much more than 
my request of you, and so far beyond my de^ 
merits, that you are repaying me good for 
evil, and therefore, before we part for ever, 

1 bless you once more in the name of 
Heaven.' 

" If you could have stood proof against 
this. Cousin Joe, you are made of sterner 
stuff than I am. But I need not say that, 
for a lawyer is proof against everything, 
except the bullets of convenience. For me. 
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my fortitude was lost, and all my stern re- 
membrances of wronged love and confidence 
beside, 

" * Katie,' says I, * as far as I remem- 
ber, you are the only person that ever bless- 
ed me in the name of God, My father of- 
ten cursed me in that name, but I knew he 
meant no ill, hon'^^st man, by these curses, 
and I took them as pleasantly as they had 
been all blessings. I mmt say, that I feel 
it a delightful thing to have one's blessing 
so heartily as you have bestowed it to-night, 
especially the blessing of one that has of- 
fended and wronged mOf and, by this hand, 
I want to have a little more of it. ' Katie, 
you were talking but now of parting for 
ever. That is a dreary long term, and one 
that I never can abide to think of. What 
woidd you think of a plan by which our se* 
paration might be of a shorter date ? Or 
what would you think of a plan by which 
we were not bound to separate at all? Rab- 
bit it, woman ! Once for all, send away 
that brat to the father that begot it, and 
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come away home with me. You are my 
wife, in spite of all the laws and counsels of 
men, and my wife you shall be. Send away 
the child to his own father, and you shall 
never hear either of their names mentioned 
by me again while we two live. Now I 
have gained a victory !* cried I, dapping 
my hands, * and let the world say what it 
will ! If it were not for the taunts of Simey 
Dodd, I don't give a twopence for all the rest 
of the world. There I will be sadly humbled. 
Never mind ! never mind, honest Diek ! 
You will, perhaps, get something for which 
to laugh at Simey in your turn. Hear, 
then, what I say, Kate. Send the boy to 
his rascal of a father, for I cannot endure 
that he should be heir to my estate, and 
come with m^ and be my lady, my wife, 
and my darling, as you were before.' 

" * No, believe me, sir, I cannot do it. If 
you would make me mistress of the world, 
I cannot do it,' said she. I thought tiie 
woman was crazed, and grew as rigid as a 
statue, through utter astonishment But 
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she went on. ' You are the most henevo^ 
lent and forgiving heing that ever hreathed 
the hreath of life» hut I cannot again bring 
dishonour to your house, and your hed. 
And, moreover, it is not in my power to 
give up this hoy. I see him a helpleiss and 
guiltless heing thrown on my care, shunned 
hy every one else of the human race* I re- 
fused to give him up to his father, on which 
he has taken witnesses, and entered a pro- 
test, and, if I cherish not the child, there is 
none on earth now to do it. Poor little in- 
nocent ! He is an outcast both of God and 
man ; for, owing to his father's circumstan- 
ces, as a married man, I cannot get him in- 
troduced into the Christian church. No 
reverend divine will, out of pity or commi- 
seration, prpnounce a blessing on his un- 
hallowed head, bestowing on him the holy 
ordinance of baptism.' 

** While she said this she kissed the babe, 
and shed tears over him in abundance. I 
could not help joining her in the crying 
part with all my energy, for in all that 
relates to women and children my heart's 
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butter. ^ Beshrew their hearts but it is a 
hard case !' says I ; * and the devil a very 
much I would care to get him baptized my- 
self, and be d — d to him.' 

" Deeply as the mother was affected at 
this, in spite of all she could do, her crying 
turned by degrees into something like 
laughter, and that of the most violent kind ; 
and then it changed into crying again^^and 
then into laughing, I know not how oft* 
I felt disposed still to follow her example, 
but I could not contain my passion, and so 
I went on. — * Is it not a hellish thing, that, 
because a woman is made beautiful, and 
simple, and loving, that therefore she is to 
be betrayed and degraded, and then abo- 
minated and kicked about, as she were not 
fit to live on the face of God's earth ? Man- 
kind may do so with the rest of womankind 
when they like, Kate, but I say, I'll be 
d — d ere they shall guide you so !' And 
with that I gave a tramp with my foot that 
made the joists of the house jcrash like egg^ 
shells, on which my wife screamed, and in 
an instant her old mother and the maid 
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rushed in between us, where they stood, 
holding up their hands, and muttering — 
' Hout, hout ! — What, what, what ! — 
What^s astir ? what's astir ?' But I never 
so much as saw them, so full was I of my 
own conceptions and resolutions, and so I 
went on- — ' No, 111 be d — d if they shall ! 
and Vm not given to cursing and swearing- 
But let the world say what it likes, and let 
Simey Dodd of Ramshope say what he 
likes^ I'm determined to gratify my own 
humour- — Ah, it is a bitter pill to swallow 
that ! — the giving of Simey fairly the up- 
per hand of me. He will sit king of the 
dales now, next to the Duke of Northum- 
berland. Well, I cannot help it ! I'll per- 
haps get day about with him yet. I am 
not disposed to wish ill to any man, but I 
do wish &om my heart that Simey Dodd 
would fall into some tremendous scrape 
with the women. Ha-ha-ha ! How I would 
rejoice, and laugh, and clap my hands !' 

" ^ I think ze houesht man hish been 
making razher free wi' ^he bottle,' said the 
old toothless wife, making her head move 
o a 
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like an apothecary's sign between her dangh* 
ter and me. 

" * Not a bit/ said my wife. * You think, 
mother, you see before you a half madman ; 
but, in place of that, you see one with many 
of the qualities of an angel.' 

" ^ An anshel !' said the old wife — * be 
me sooth, an' a gay ramshtamphish anshel 
he wad he V 

" * I will be sore kept down,' continued I ; 
* I will hardly dare either go to kirk or 
market for a season. But why should I ? 
I have done nothing that I need think 
i^hame of; and, as long as I can answer to 
my own conscience, I will laugh in Simey 
Dodd's face, the little d— d chit !' 

***Eh? eh? What'sh zhe man shay- 
ing ?' said the old wife, greatly alarmed. 

" * I say that I will take home my wife 
with me in a chaise and four, for all that iar 
^ome and gtme yet, and acknowledge her 
as my wife to her dying day. And I will 
take home her hapless boy with me too, and 
give him the education of a gentleman.-^ 
Ay, will I ; I'll take the vows on myself 
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fyr him ; and let me see the eye that dare 
wink at him, or the lips that dare cry boo 
to his blanket ! Now^ what think you of 
that, you old witch ?* 

" * Oh, meshy pesheve uzh ! What'sh zhe 
good lad shaying ? Ish zhe gaun to make 
a'shingsh upagain? Am shoozh madoughzfa 
mudde ableezhed ; poo woman ! she has had 
an ill mischanter. But zhe Lwod'sh aye 
meshiful to hizh ain i' 

" * Hold your peace, you old reprobate !* 
said I, jocularly, slapping the old dame on 
ihe shoulder ; ^ hold your peace, till I say 
out my sayw — I say your daughter is my 
^ wife, and shall be my wife. AU injuries are 
forgiven, and I will nuJce more of her than 
ever. And, hark you, old dowager !-~£br 
every young Northumbrian that she brings 
me, I will send you a present of a hundre<l 
poimds, in good Sir William's notes !' > 

^ ^ Oh, I wush muckle luck to youiri^e- 
shide, gudeman ! I wush zey may gfif% ' op 
like olife plantsh about youz table idiott^dT" 

*' ' Ay, it is d good old wife's wish, with 
a sound leaven of self in it,' said I, ^ But 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



"-X.' 



S 24 THE THREE PERILS 

now^ Katie, my poor misused and broken- 
hearted woman, what do you say to all this?' 
** She again took my hand, and kissed it^ 
and then said, as her sobs would let her, 
* What can I say, but that you have bound 
me your slave for ever ? My heart is so full, 
I cannot thank you, I rejoiced to place my 
dependance wholly on your generosity, but 
I never thought the human mind capable 
of such an act of generosity as this. I can 
say nothing, but that I am your slave for 
ever.' 

" ' Not my slave, Kate,' cried I, ' but 
the lady of my right hand ; and with this 
kiss I cancel all animosity, and thoughts ei 
injury received, which, indeed, on my part, 
never had any existence.' 

; " Cousin Joe, I have brought home my 
Vfife. I have forgiven her, and taken her to 
nty bosom; and, whatever the world may 
th^, I have already enjoyed the deed more 
th^^ull the other acts of my life. I lived 
"In fiiguish for . a few days, out of dread of 
tte taunts and scorn of my great adversary, 
Simey Dodd ; but one morning, before I was 
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wexe dnd \ What has brought him here 
to tormmt and crow oyer me to-day ?' 

*^ Finding that I had no other resource, 
I put on my clothes, and went intd the 
breakfast room, uncertain whether to en- 
counter the cutting taunts of my great an- 
tagonist, or strike out at the very first. 
Simey could not repress a smUe when he 
saw me enter, for I was biting my lip, and 
looking exactly as if I wanted a quarrel, 
and expected one« He, however, rose, and 
shook my hand, and asked me how I did, 
in so kind a manner, that I was somewhat 
moved to accost him in the same style.'**-* 
* Why, neighbour Simey,* says Ir * I can 
guest the purport of this visit to-day-i— It is 
for no good, you rogue ! D--**n it, you have 
me on the hip now !' 

** • No, I have not,' said he ; Mt is you 
who have me on the hip ; and from this 
day, and this hour, I succumb to you, and 
acknowledge you my superior.* 

" * Whaten way ?' says \J. * None of your 
quizzing, Mr Simey ; for I know yon toe 
well of old^ to suppose that you aie aught 

4.- 
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lowered in your own estimation by any- 
thing that I have achieved. On the con- 
trary, sir, I know you are come to exult 
over me, and humble me to the very lowest 
extremity.' 

^* * You never were more mistaken in your 
life/ quoth Simey. ' I have always been ac^ 
customed to brag you about everything, 
merely on purpose to keep you down, fer I 
thought you sometimes were inclined to 
exalt yourself too much ; but there is my 
hand, I shall never do it again ; and he 
who does so in my hearing had better let 
alone.' 

'' ' Thank you, Simey,* says I.—* But 
rabbit me if I comprehend this ! — it is so 
much the reverse of what I expected, that 
I can hardly believe that I am awake ; or, 
if I am, that it is possible you can be se- 
rious.' 

" ' Believe m^ I am,' said he.-*-' You 
have done a deed of generosity, of which I 
was incapable, and which proves you, with 
all your obstreperous oddities, to be pos- 
sessed of a more gentle, forgiving, and be- 
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nevolent heart, than almost any other of 
your sex.* 

" * It is not an act to be made a prece- 
dent of, Simey/ says I. 

" * No, it is not,* said he — ' I know that ; 
but still it ennobles you. I, for my part, 
esteem you so much for it, that I profess 
myself bound to you, and I will stand by 
you, and support your honour on that 
ground, as long as I have breath/ 

" * Simey, you are a better fellow, and a 
braver fellow, and a kinder fellow, than 
ever I thought you before,* said I ; * and 
your approbation affects me so much, that 
I feel very much disposed to play the wo- 
man and cry. But oh, Simon ! I am afraid 
you do not know all, my good fellow. There 
is a child in the case, Simey ! — ^Oh, man, 
there is a boy in the case !' 

** * Yes, I know all,' said he ; * and so 
much do I admire your conduct, with re- 
gard to that child in particular, that you 
will not guess for what purpose I have rid- 
den all the w^y from Catdeuch here to- 
day?' 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



OF WOMAN. 8«9 

*' ^ I cannot possibly guess/ said I. 

** * Just to request of you that you will 
suffer me to stand sponsor for that boy at 
his baptism; said he. 

" I then took Simey in my arms, and 
blessed him in the best way I could ; and, 
ever since, the ewe and the lamb are not 
more gracious than Simon Dodd and I. 

" We had a good rousing drink before 
we parted, and we have had several since. 
When we get a certain length, we some- 
times take a touch at bragging still ; but 
we alwaj^s part and meet as brothers, which 
we seldom did before. Thus has my great- 
est bane been also removed ; and I have no 
hesitation in saying to you. Cousin Joe, I 
AM HAPPY. I never knew what social 
happiness was before. It is so sweet to be 
beloved and adored by an amiable being, 
whom one has rescued from degradation and 
misery — whom I find disposed even to hold 
my foibles and faults in estimation ; but, as 
I know that springs from condescension on 
her part, I am doing all that I can to get 
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the upper hand of tl^m, and expel them 
fyam the mansion of Buxlhope for ever. 

<< Thus has ended your great maiden 
law-plea» as well as my sublime reipon- 
stranee on the impropriety of breaking the 
Seventh Commandment, especially on the 
part of the women, 

*• Deab Cousin, 
Yoi^ ev^, most affectionately, 

Richard Rickleton." 



In the foregoing tale, or rath^ in the 
three foregoing tales conned;ed into one, I 
have, in conformity with my uniform prac- 
tice, related nothing but &ets, as they ha^ 
pened in common life. Every one of the 
three leading incidents, on which this nar- 
rative is founded, is ooped literally from 
nature, the circumstances being well known 
to me, and to all those dwelling in the 
districts in which they happened. To snoh 
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as may trace any of the tales to the origi^^ 
aal inddents^ it is neeessary for me to say, 
that, as they will perceiye, I have thought 
proper to change some qfthe names, in 
ordar that I might Bot 1^ the public to 
gaze too intensely into the bosoms of fami* 
Hes,' or pvy into the secret recesses in which 
their holiest feelings are treasured up from 
all but the eye of Heaven. But in none of 
the groups have I altered all the names, 
and some of these but very slightly. I have 
also been obliged to make a few &nciiul con- 
nexions and relations that did not exist,-^ 
such as cousins, sons, &c. — ^in order to com- 
bine the simple portraits of life and man^, 
ners in one group. If any of theso slight^ 
but voluntary deviations from truth, are dis» 
covered, I have to request that due allow- 
ances may be made, 

I have now only to ask. Is not youth* 

FUL LOVE THE FIBST AND THE GREAT- 
EST PEKIL OF WOMAN ? I haVC shoWU, 

by a simple relation, all founded on literal 
facts, that, by yielding to its fascinating 
sway, she is exposed to the loss of life*— tl\e 
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loss of reason— the loss of virtue^ of honour^ 
and of happiness. What can be more dread- 
ful ? Yes, yei3, my beloved countrywomen^ 
of this rest assured, that on the first motion 
of placing your youthftil affections, depends 
the future happiness and welfare of your 
lives. Read the calendar of female woes 
and sorrows from the foundation of the 
world, and you will see, that to one point 
the main sum of these can all be traced—- 
namely, to MISPLACED AFFECTION. How 
many thousands of lovely and amiable be- 
ings, fitted by nature to have ranked on 
the scale of creation next to the sphere of 
angels, have, by this one step, inconsider- 
ately taken, been plunged into an irreme- 
diable course of guilt, shame, and misery ! 
And how many thousands of precious and 
immort^' souls have thereby been ruined, 
and utterly lost ! Let me then implore of 
the gentle maiden, who shall deign to read 
these red-letter morals of the mountains, 
that, on the first breathings of youthfril af- 
fection, when the ready blush first mounts 
to the cheek, and the radiant eye begins to 
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sparkle brighter at the sound of a certain 
manly voice — let me implore of her then to 
pause^ and say to herself, " What am I do- 
ing, and whither is my fantasy leading me ? 
Let me beware, lest I be now entering the 
precincts of the first and CxREatest 

PERIL OF WOMAN," 



END OF VOLUME SECOND. 
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